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PREFACE. 


This edition of the Constitutions of Pennsylvania of 1873, 1838, 
1790 and 1776 and of the Constitution of the United States was pre- 
pared because there was not accessible in separate form an indexed 
edition of these Constitutions. An edition of the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania of 1873, with an analytical index and an index of 
subjects upon which legislation is expressly prohibited by the Con- 
stitution, was published by the Legislative Reference Bureau in 1912. 
The value of that edition has been demonstrated. 

By the Act of April 14, 1835, P. L. 270 the question of calling a 
Convention to amend the Constitution of 1790 was submitted to the 
electors. The vote being in favor of a Convention, it was called and 
amendments to the Constitution of 1790 were proposed. These 
amendments only were submitted to the electors and adopted. The 
so-called Constitution of 1838 is, therefore, properly the Constitu- 
tion of 1790 as amended: However, in this edition it has* been 
treated as it is popularly known, the Constitution of 1838. 

The Constitution of 1873 has been variously amended. These 
amendments have been inserted in their appropriate places and are 
followed with the sections as they originally read. The amendments 
adopted subsequent to 1838 and prior to the Constitution of 1873 
have been treated as amendments to the Constitution of 1838 and have 
been inserted similarly to those adopted to the Constitution of 1873. 

After each section of the Constitutions of Pennsylvania, notes have 
been appended, showing the corresponding sections in the other prior 
and subsequent Constitutions of the Commonwealth. An exact simi- 
larly in the language of these corresponding sections is designated by 
the word “verbatim.’^ By the use of these notes the origin and de- 
velopment of a particular provision can be readily traced. 

We shall be grateful if attention is directed to any errors in this 
edition. 

January 1, 1916. 

Legislative Reference Bureau. 

JAMES N. MOORE, 


Director. 
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Tlie Constitution of 1873 was adopted by a Constitutional Conven- 
"tioia ]S[ovember 3, 1873. This Convention was called pursuant to tbe 
of April 11, 1872, P. L. 53, and was tbe immediate result of an 
of special and local legislation. Tbe Act calling tbe Convention 
I^r^ovided that tbe Bill of Eights was not to be changed. However, 
■t±Lo Convention exceeded its authority and proposed several altera- 
tions. Tbe Constitution was ratified at a special election held Decem- 
16, 1873 and went into effect January 1, 1874. This Constitu- 
tion was amended November 5, -1901; November 2, 1909; November 
T, 1911; November 4, 1913 and November 2, 1915 which amendments 
Imve been incorporated in their appropriate places in tbe Constitu- 
tion. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLYANIA, 1873. 


Preamble. We, the people of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
grateful to Almighty Cod for the blessings of civil and religious lib- 
erty, and humbly invoking Ilia guidance, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution. 


ARTICLE I. 

DECLARATION OP RIGHTS. 

Liberty and Free Government. That the general, great and es- 
sential principles of liberty and free government may be recognized 
and unalterably established, we declare that — 

Sec. 1. Natural Rights of Mankind. All men are born equally 
free aiul independent, and have certain inherent and indefeasible 
rights, among which iir<> those of enjoying and defending life and 
liberty, of accpiiring, possessing and protecting property and reputa- 
tion, and of pursuing their own haiipiness. 

Corttsspoudlnj? proviBioiiH of prior Ooimdtutlona: 

Coimtitution of 177«, Dec, of IliKlita, Cl. I. 

CoimtUutlon of 1700, Art. IX, Sw. I, (Verlmtira). 

CoMtitution of 1838, Art. tX, Sec. 1, (Verlintlin) . 

Sec. 2. Power of People. All power Ih Inherent in the people, and 
all free goveu-nments are foundwl on their authority and instituted 
for their peace, safety and happiness. l'''or the advancement of these 
ends tht»y Imve at all tinies an inalienahle and itulefeasiblo right to 
alter, reform or abolish their government in sucli manner us they 
may think proper. 

CorrcspoiitdiiiK provtskiiw of prior CojiMtltutlonB: 

CoBBtltutUm of 1770, I)w. of UlKbt«, Cl. V. 

ConatUutlon of 1700, Art. IX, See. 2 

CoMtltutlon of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 3. Rights of Conscience. Freedom of Religious Worship. 
All men have a natural and indefeasible right to worship Almighty 
God according to the dictates of their own consciences j no man can 
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of right be compelled to attend, erect or support any place of worship, 
or to maintain any ministry against his consent ; no human authority 
can, in any case whatever, control or interfere with the rights of con- 
science and no preference shall ever be given by law to any religious 
establishments or modes of worship. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. II- 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 3, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838,. Art. IX, Sec. 3, (Verbatim). 

Sec. 4. No Disqualification for Religious Belief. No person who 
acknowledges the being of a God, and a future state of rewards and 
punishments shall, on account of his religious sentiments, be disquali- 
fied to hold any ofSlce or place of trust or profit under this Common- 
wealth, 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dee. of Rights, Cl. II. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 4, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 4. (Verbatim), 

Section 5. Freedom of Elections. Elections shall be free and 
equal; and no power, civil or military, shall at any time interfere 
to prevent the free exercise of the right of suffrage. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec, of Rights, Q. VII. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 5 . i 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 5. 

Sec. 6. Trial by jury. Trial by jury shall be as heretofore, and 
the right thereof remain inviolate. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, 01. XI. 

Sec. 25. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 6, (Verbatim!. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 6, (Verbatim). 

Sec. 7. Freedom of the Press. Libel. The printing press shall 
be free to every person who may undertake to examine the proceed- 
ings of the Legislature or any branch of government, and no law 
shall ever be made to restrain the right thereof. The free communi- 
cation of thoughts and opinions is one of the invaluable rights of 
man, and every citizen may freely speak, write and print on any 
subject, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty. No con- 
viction shall be had in any prosecution for the publication of papers 
relating to the official conduct of officers or men in public capacity, 
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or to any oilier matter proper for public investigation or information, 
where the fa(*t that siK*h publication was not maliciously or negli- 
gently made shall be established to the satisfaction of the jury; and 
in all indictmeuts for libels the jury shall have the right to determine 
the law and the facts, under the direction of the court, as in other 
cases. 

Corresponding provisions of prior OonaHtutions: 

Oonatitution of 1776, Dec. of IlightH, Cl. XII. 

See. an. 

Cormtitution of 1790, Art. TX, Sec. 7. 

Conatitntion of 1868, Art. TX, Sec, 7 

Sec. 8. Searches and Seizures. Tlu' people shall be secure in 
their persons, houses, papers and posvsessions from unreasonable 
searches and seizures, and no waiaaiut to search any place or to 
seize any iierson or things shall issue without describing them as 
nearly as may be, nor wilhout proba])le cause, supported by oath or 
affirmation suliscribed to by the affiant. 

CoiTCHpondlng provinions of prior ConHtitutions: 

Coimtituf i(Hi of 1776, Dcm*. of llightH, Cl. X. 

Constitutiixi of 1790, Art. XT, See. 8, 

CoriHtitnthin <»f 18.68, Art. TX, See. 9 (Verlmtim), 

Sec. 9. Rights of Accused in Criminal Prosecutions. In all 
(•riminal prosecutions the accused hath a right to he heard by himself 
and Ids (‘onns(*1, to demand th<‘ nature and cnus(‘ of the accusation 
against him, to meet the witnesses face to face, to have compulsory 
Tirocess for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and, in prosecutions by 
indi(dinent or information, a speedy public trial by an impartial 
jury of the vi<‘inage; he cauuot he coinpc'lled to giv(^ evidmum against 
hlniself, uor can he be deprived of his life, liberty or property, unless 
by the judgment of Iris pecu’s or the law of tlu^ land. 

Comispciiftlng prcvklfins of prl<»r Constitutions^ 

CciiiMtItutIcni of 1771b bee. <»f Hlghts, Cl. IX. 

C1tin«tltut!<ut of 17119, Art. IX, Hoc. 9, (Vorlmtlml. 

CVumtItutlon of Art. IX, Hcm*. II, tVrrbntiinl. 

Sec. 10, Criminal Information. Twice in Jeopardy. Eminent Do- 
main. No person shall, for any indi(‘ta!)le oflense, be proeeeded 
against crimlrmlly by information, ex(*ept in cases arising in the land 
or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service, in time of 
war or puldic danger, or by leave of the court for oppression or mis- 
demeanor in ofifi<*e. No person shall, for the same offense, be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall private property be taken 
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or applied to public use, without authority of law and withoiit juiS 
compensation being first made or secured. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. VIH. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 10. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, See. 10. 


Sec. 11. Courts to be Open. Suits Against Commonwealth. All 
courts shall be open; and every man for an injury done him iti big 
lands, goods, person or reputation shall have remedy by due course 
of law, and right and justice administered without sale, denial or 
delay. Suits may be brought against the Oommonwenith in snei 
manner, in such courts and in such cases as the Legislature may by 
law direct. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Soc. 11, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Hot*. 11, (Verbatim). 


Sec. 12. Power of Suspending Laws. No power of HuaiMnulin| 
laws shall be exercised unless by the Legislature or by its nutbority. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Boe. 12. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, 12 

Sec. 13. Bail. Fines. Punishments. lOxcesslve bail sliall not b* 
required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor eruel punishmentH iu(!b>ti4 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutlowi: 

Constitution of 1776, Boc. 29 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Boo. 1.1, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art, IX, B^o. 11, (V^rbntlm), 


Sec, 14. Prisoners to be Bailable. Habeas Corpus, All pri.sonen 
shall be bailable by suflleicmf sureties, unlesM for capita! olTciistt 
when the proof is evident or presumption great ; and the privUeg*i of 
the writ of habeas corpus shall not lai HUspemUHl, unless when in om 
of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it. 

Corresponding provisions of prior OonstltutloM: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 28. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 14, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 14, (Verbatim). 
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Sec. 15. Oyer and Terminer. No commission of oyer and terminer 
or jail delivery shall be issued. 

Corresponding jirovisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 15, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec, 15, (Verbatim), 

Sec. 16. Insolvent Debtors. The person of a debtor, where there 
is not strong presumption of fraud, shall not he continued in pnison 
after delivering up his estate for the benefit of his creditors in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, See. 28. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 10, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 16, (Verbatim). 

Sec. 17. Ex Post Facto Laws. Impairment of Contracts. No 
expost facto law, nor any law impairing the obligation of contracts, 
or making irrevocable any grant of special privileges or immunities, 
shall be passed. 

Oorresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 171)0, Art. IX, Sec. 17. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 17. 


Sec. 18. Attainder. No person shall be attainted of treason or 
felony by the Legislature. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, See. 18, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, flee. 18, (Verbatim). 


Sec. 19. Attainder Limited. Estates of Suicides. Deodands. No 
attainder shall work corniptlon of blood, nor, exccfit during the life 
of the offender, forfeiture of estate to the Commonwealth. The es- 
tate of such iiersons us shall destroy their own lives shall descend 
or vest as in cases of natural death, and if any person shall he killed 
by casualty there shall be no forfeiture by reason thereof. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 19, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. IP, (Verbatim). 


Sec. 20. Right of Petition. The citizens have a right in a peace- 
able manner to assemble together for their common good, and to 
apply to those invested with the powers of government for redress 
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of grievances or other proper purposes, hy i)eJiti()n, nddres! 
monstrance. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776. Dee. of Riglits; Cl. XVI. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. ai. (Verlmtitnl. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, See. 20, (Verlmtiml. 

Sec. 21. Right to Bear Arms. Tlie right of the citizens 
arifis in defense of themselves and the Sltite sliall not he tpiest: 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Iligiits, ('1. XTII. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 21, (Vcrlmtim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 21, (VertwtinP. 


Sec. 22. Standing Army. Military Power Subordinate t 
No standing army shall, in time of ihuk-c, he kt^pt up witl 
consent of the Legislature, and the military shall in all case! 
all times be in strict subordination to the civil pow<'r. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions; 

Constitution of 1776, r>(‘c. of Kights, ('1. Xllf 
Constitution of 1790, Art IX, Soo. 22, , 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, See. 22, (VorbiitinU. 

Sec. 23. Quartering of Troops. No noldit^r hIiiiII in (itnt* < 
be quartered in any houne wi(hou( the ciniiHtnif of tin* owiun 
time of war but in a manner to b<^ prc^HcrihcHl hy titw. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions; 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Her. 22, (VerhiitItriC 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, 22. (Vortmtlrn), 

Sec. 24. Titles. Offices. Tim Lc^glnliif un* Hhall tuH gr 
title of nobility or hereditary dint Itudion^ tuir ereiite any <i 
appointment to which hIuiII be for ii term (hnn tlnri 

behavior. 

Oorreaponding provisions of prior C<»nstitutloits; 

Constitution of 1700, Art. IX, Rw. 24, 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Bor. 24. 

Sec. 25. Emigration. Eniignition from the Ktiitc Khiill 
prohibited. 

Corresponding provisions of prior CoiiKtitutionM: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Riglits, Cl, XV. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Hw. fVertmtiml. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 2!:, (Verbatim). 


1873, Article II. 

Sec. 26. Reservation of Powers in People. To guard against 
transgressions of tlie high powers which we have delegated, we de- 
clare that everything in tins article is excepted out of the general 
powers of government and shall forever remain inviolate. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Hee. 26, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 26, (Verbatim). 


ARTICLE II. 

THE LEGISLATURE. 

Sec. 1. Legislative Power. The legislative power of this Com- 
monwealth shall be vested in a General Assembly which shall consist 
of a Senate and a House of Representatives. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 1, (Verbatim). 

» Constitution of IH38, Art. 1, Sec. 1, (Verbatim). 

Sec. 2. Election of Members. Vacancies. Members of the Gen- 
eral Assembly shall be (*hosen at the general election every second 
year. Tlieir term of nervive shall begin on the first day of December 
next after tlufir eaudion. Whenever a vacancy shall oeeur in either 
House, (he iiresiding otll(*er (hereof shall issue a writ of election 
to fill sueli vacan(*y for (he remainder of the term. 

Corrospoiuling i^rovlHioim of prior Coastitutions: 

Cotmtilutlrni of 1776, See. 9. 

(torwtitutiou of 1796, Art. I, S(‘<‘S. 2, 5, Ifl. 

Constliutiou of Art. 1, Secs. 2, 5, 20. 

Sec. 3, Terms of Members. Henators shall be elected for the term 
of four years and ReprestmiativeH for (he lerm of (vvo years. 

Correapomling provlaloim of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Bm\ 9. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Bees. 2, 5. 

Constitution of 1B,'18, Art. I, Secs. 2, 5. 

Sec. 4. Sessions. United States Senators. The General As' 
sembly shall meet at twelve o’clock, noon, on the first Tuesday of 
January every second year, and at other times when Convened by 
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the Governor, but shall hold no adjourned annual session afterll^^ 
year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight. In case of a f 
vacancy in the office of United States Senator from this Common- 
wealth, in a recess between sessions, the Governor shall convene the * 
two Houses, by proclamation on notice not exceeding sixty days, to i 
fill the same. » 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: ? 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 9. i 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 10. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 10. I 


Sec. 5. Qualifications of Members. Senators shall be at least | 
twenty-five years of age and Representatives twenty-one years of age. | 
They shall have been citizens and inhabitants of the State fonr years, f 
and inhabitants of their respective districts one year next before | 
their election (unless absent on the public business of the United C 
States or of this State), and shall reside in their respective districts | 
during their terms of service. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Secs. 7, 8. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Secs. 3, 8. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Secs. 3, 8. 



Sec. 6. Disqualification to Hold Other Office. No Senator or | 
Representative shall, during the time for which he shall have been | 
elected, be appointed to any civil office under this Commonwealth, | 
and no member of Congress or other person holding any office (ex- ! , 
cept of attomey-at-law or in the militia) under the United States! 
or this Commonwealth shall he a member of either House during | 
his continuance in office. f 


Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 
Constitution of 1776, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 18. 
Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 19. 

Art. VI, Sec. 8. 


P' 

i-;' ■' 

fl-'; 

w' 

If 


Sec. 7. Certain Crimes to Disqualify. No person hereafter coii‘| 
victed of embezzlement of public moneys, bribery, perjury or other f 
infamous crime, shall be eligible to the General Assembly, or capahllp: 
of holding any office of trust or profit in this Commonwealth. 

Sec. 8. Compensation. The members of the General Assembly!: 
shall receive such salary and mileage for regular and special sessiomi: 
as shall be fixed by law, and no other compensation whatever f ' 
whether for service upon committee or otherwise. No member " 
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either House shall during the term for which he may have been 
elected, receive any increase of salary, or mileage, under any law 
passed during such term. 

Correaponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 17. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 18. 

Sec. 9. Presiding OflEicers. Other Officers. Election and Qualifi- 
cation of Members. The Senate shall, at the beginning and close of 
cation of Members. The Senate shall at the beginning and close of 
each regular session and at such other times as may be necessary, 
elect one of its members President pro tempore, who shall perform 
the duties of the Lieutenant Governor, in any case of absence or dis- 
ability of that officer, and whenever the said office of Lieutenant 
Governor shall be vacant. The House of Tlep resen ta fives shall elect 
one of its members as Speaker. Each House shall choose its other 
officers, and shall judge of the election and qualifications of its 
members. 

CoiTosponclinff provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1770, See. 0. 

Constitution of 1700, Art. I, Secs. H, 12. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sees. 11, 12. 

Sec. 10. Quo rum. A inajoril.y of each House shall constitute a 
quorum, but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day and 
compel the attendance of absent members. 

Correspondinp provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Hoc. 10. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 12, 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 12. 

Sec, 11. Powers of Each Branch. Expulsion. Each Tfouse ahaU 
have power to determine (he rulea of its proceedings and punish Its 
members or otlior persons .for conlempt or disorderly behavior in 
its jiresenoe, to enforce obedience (o ils process, to protect Its mem- 
bers against violence or olTers of hribos or private solleitatlon, and, 
with the concurrence of two-thirds, to expel a member, Imt not a 
second time for the same cause, and shall have all other powers 
necessary for the Legislature of a free Btato. A moinher expelled for 
corruption shall not thereafter he eligii)le to either Tlouse, and 
punishment for contempt or disorderly behavior shall not bar an 
indictment for the same offense. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 9. 

Constitution of 1790, Art, I, Sec. 13. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 13. 
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Sec. 12. Journals. Yeas and Nays. TI(his<' sluill kc 

journal of its proceedings and from (iiuo 1o liiuo publisli the ; 
except such parts as require secrecy, and the yeas and nays o 
members on any question sluill, at tlu^ d<‘sir(‘ of any two of 
be entered on the journal. 

Corresponding provisions of prior CoimtUiitiotiK: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 14. 

Constitution of i790, Art. I, Sec. 14. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 15. 


Sec. 13. Sessions. The Hessians of House luul of eo; 

tees of the whole shall be open, unless wlien the business is 
as ought to be kept secret 

Corresponding provisions of prior Oorustitutloim: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 13. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 15. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 16. 

Sec. 14. Adjournment Neitiun* naus<‘ shall, without tin* vc 
of the other, adjourn for more than thre<^ davs, nor to any 
place than that in which the two Houses shall he sitting. 

Corresponding provisions of prior ( roimtitution?!* 

Constitution of 17iK), Art. I. Seo, 16, (ViO’lmfinO. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec*. 17, (Vi*rhntiml. 

Sec. l5. Privileges of Members. Titc »i«-tuhcr8 of lh«* (huicr 
sembly shall in all caseH, except tf<‘aw<>n, felony, vtolnlion ol 
oath of office, and breach or .surety of tlie imsu-c, he prlvilcgts 
arrest during their atlen<lati<'e. at the Hessinti-s of their reaj 
Houses and in going to ami reinruing fr<»m the .same; himI f( 
speech or debate in either lloime they .shall init he ((invsfioued 
other place. 

Corresponding provisions of prior 

Constitution of 1790, Art. 1, Hoc. 17. 

Constitution of 18:18, Art. I, Hcc. 18 

Sec. 16. Senatorial Districts, Ratio. Tlie Stale ahutl he i 
into fifty senatorial districtM of nttnpaef arid loutigiUMiH le 
as nearly equal in impulatiou us nmy he, and each tliHirief bI 
entitled to elect one Benatcm. Mach eotmly eoutaiuiitg uih* o 
ratios of population shall he <‘utitle<l l<t otie Keiialor ftir each 
and to an additional Senator for a sur|du.s of iioiailaliou ext 
three-fifths of a ratio, but no county shall foriu a Ht*j»arafe t 
unless it shall contain four-fifths of a ratio, e.xctqit where i 
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joining counties are each entitled to one or more Senators, when such 
county may be assigned a Senator on less than four-fifths and ex- 
ceeding one-half of a ratio ; and no county shall be divuded unless en- 
titled to two or more Senators. Ko city or county shall be entitled 
to separate representation exceeding one-sixth of the whole number 
of Senators. ISTo ward, borough or township shall be diveded in the 
formation of a district. The senatorial ratio shall be ascertained 
by dividing the whole population of the State by the number fifty. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitutionof 1790, Art. I, Secs. 6, 7. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Secs. 6, 7. 

Sec. 17. Representative Districts. The members of the House of 
Representatives shall be apportioned among the several counties, on 
a ratio obtained by dividing the population of the State as ascer- 
tained by the most recent United States census by two hundred. 
Every county containing less than five ratios shall have one repre- 
sentative for every full ratio, and an additional representative w’hen 
the surplus exceeds half a ratio; but each county shall have at least 
one representative. Every county containing five ratios or more 
shall have one representative for every full ratio. Every city con- 
taining a population equal to a ratio shall elect separately its propor- 
tion of the representatives allotted to the county in which it is lo- 
cated. Every city entitled to more than four representatives, and 
every county having over one hundred thousand inhabitants shall be 
divided into districts of compact and contiguous territory, each dis- 
trict to elect its proportion of representatives according to its popu- 
lation, hut no district shall elect more than four representatives. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 17. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 4. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 4. 


Sec. 18. Legislative Apportionment. The General Assembly at 
its first session after the adoption of this Constitution, and im- 
mediately after each United States decennial census, shall apportion 
the State into senatorial and representative districts agreeably to 
the provisions of the two next preceding sections. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 17. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Secs. 4, 6, 7. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Secs. 4, 6, 7. 
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akticle hi. 
legislation. 

Sec. 1. Passage of Bills. Change of Purpose. No law Khali be p; 
except by bill, and no bill shall be so altered or amended, o 
passage through either House, as to change its original puriiof 
Sec. 2. Reference to Committee. Printing. No bill shall b« 
sider^ unless referred to a committee, rettirued therefrom, 
printed for the use of the members. 

Sec. 3. Subject of BiUs. Title. No hill, ex<-ept general a 
priation bills, shall be passed containing more than one su 
which shall be clearly expressed in its title. 

Corresponding provisions o£ prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. XI, Sw. 8, (Anu'iuitnont of 

Sec. 4. Three Readings. Amendments. Final Vote. Ever 
sh all be read at length on thi-cc dinciamt <lay.s in cat'll Hons 
amendments made thereto slmll be printed for (he uw* of the me 
before the final vote is taken on the lull, ami no bill Hhall b 
a law, unless on its tinul passitge tint vole 1 k> taki'ii by yea 
nays, the names of the persons voting for ami against the sa 
entered on the journal, and a majority of the mtunbers elected t 
House be recorded tbereon as voting in its favor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior ConHtitutioii«: 

Constitution of 1776, See. 15. 

Sec. 5. Concurring in Amendments. Conference Conimittt 
ports. No amendment to bills by one House shall be eoneut 
by the other, except by the vole of a majiirily of the memliers « 
thereto, taken by yens iiml nays, ami the names of those votl 
and against recorded upon the journal thereof; ami rejmrlK t 
mittees of conference sliuU be a<lopted in either House only 
vote of a majority of the members eleeled thereto, taken by ye 
nays, and the names of those voting reeoriU'd uikki the journa 
Sec, 6. Revival and Amendment of Laws. ,No law shall 
vived, amended, or the provisiouH thereof exiemleil or confer 
reference to its title only, but so much thereof as is revived, an 
extended or conferred shall be reenacted ami imblished at le 
Sec. 7. Special and Local Legislation Limited. The Gene 
sembly shall not pass any local or special law: 
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Authorizing the creation, extension or impairing of liens: 
Regulating the affairs of counties, cities, townships, wards, bor- 
oughs or school districts: 

Changing the names of persons or places: 

Changing the venue in civil or criminal cases: 

Authorizing the laying out, opening, altering or maintaining, roads, 
highways, streets or alleys: 

Relating to ferries or bridges, or incorporating ferry or bridge 
companies, except for the erection of bridges crossing streams which 
form boundaries between this and any other State: 

Vacating roads, town plats, streets or alleys: 

Relating to cemeteries, graveyards, or public grounds not of the 
State: 

Authorizing the adoption or legitimation of children: 

Locating or changing county seats, erecting new counties or chang- 
ing county lines: 

Incorporating cities, towns or villages, or changing their charters: 
For the opening and conducting of elections, or fixing or changing 
the place of voting: 

Granting divorces: 

Erecting new' townships or boroughs, changing township lines, 
borough limits or school districts: 

Creating ofdces, or prescribing the powers and duties of ofidcers 
in counties, cities, boroughs, townships, election or school districts: 
Changing the law of descent or succession: 

Regulating the practice or jurisdiction of, or changing the rules 
of evidence in, any judicial proceeding or inquiry before courts, aider- 
men, justices of the peace, sheriffs, commissioners, arbitrators, audi- 
tors, masters in chancery or other tribunals, or providing or changing 
methods for the collection of debts, or the enforcing of judgments, 
or prescribing the effect of judicial sales of real estate: 

Regulating the fees, or extending the powers and duties of aider- 
men, justices of the peace, magistrates or constables: 

Regulating the management of public schools, the building or re- 
pairing of school houses, and the raising of money for such purposes: 
Fixing the rate of interest: 

Affecting the estates of minors or persons under disability, except 
after due notice to all parties in interest, to be recited in the special 
enactment: 

Remitting fines, penalties and forfeitures, or refunding moneys 
legally paid into the treasury: 

Exempting property from taxation: 

Regulating labor, trade, mining or manufacturing: 
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Oreatiag corporations, or amending, renewing <»r extending the 
charters thereof: 

Granting to any corporation, associnthtn or imUvi<Iual any special 
or exclusive privilege or immunity, or to any corporation, association 
or individual the right to lay down a railroad track: 

Nor shall the General Assembly imlircctly enact such special or 
local law by the partial repeal of a g<MH‘ral law; hut laws repealing 
local or special acts may be pa8se<l: 

Nor shall any law be passed granting powers or privileges 
in any case where the granting of siu-h powers aiul privileges shall 
have been provided for by general law, nor wlnu-e tin* courts have 
jurisdiction to grant the same or give the rcdief uskod for. 

Corresponding provisions of prior CutiHtifutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. 1, fcioo- M. 

Art. XI, Hcc. tAmotidmeiit of i.S(U.) 

Sec. 8. Notice of Local and Special Bills. No local or special 
bill shall he passed unless notice of the intention to apjily therefore 
shall have been published in the, locality where tlu‘ matter or tie 
thin g to be affected may he silualctl, wliicli indict? shall he at least 
thirty days prior to the iulroduclion into the (iencral Assembly of 
such hill and in tiie manner to be i»rovidcd by law; the <?vuleuce of 
such notice having Inxni publislu'd, shall !»<• exliibited in the. General 
Assembly, before such act shall he passed. 

Sec. 9. Signing of Bills by Presiding Officers. Tin* presiding of- 
ficer of each ll(m.se shall, in the pre.seiiee of the Hoiisi' over which he 
presides, sign all hills and Joint i'es<tlutioii.s pa.sseil by tlie Geua'al 
Assembly, after their titles have been publiely rend immediately be 
fore signing; and the fact of signing shall In* entered on llie journal. 

Sec, 10. Officers and Employes. Payments. The (tcneral As 
sembly shall prescribe by law Ibi* number, duties mid compeiiMatiouo 
the officers and employes of cu<-ii House, ami no payment shall b 
made from the Hlati? Treasury, or !»• in any way utilborixed, to an 
person, except (o an acting otlicer or mnployco elccieil or appoints 
in pursuance of law. 

Sec. 11. Extra Compensation Prohibited. Claims Against ti 
State. No bill sluUl b<‘ passed giving any c.xtrii mimpcnsation to at 
public officer, servaiil, employee, agent or *-oiiinicior, after servio 
shall have been rendered or eontruct iimil<*, luir provUltug for ti 
payment of any claim against the Commonwealtli vvitlumt prevto 
authority of law. 

Sec. 12. Public Printing and Supplies. All slutioimry, printii 
paper and fuel used in the legislativi* and otluu' departments of g( 
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emmmt shall be furmsM aed the printing, bindmg and distribat- 
mg of the laws, journals, department reports, and aU other Vrtot 
mg and binding, and the repairing and furnishing the haUs a^d 
rooms used for the meetings of the General Assembly and Its eom 
mittees, stall be performed under contract to be given to tbp 
responsible bidder below such maximnm price and under such reS 
lations as shall be prescribed by law; no member or officer of anv 
department of the government shall be in any way interested in such 
contracts, and all such contracts shall be subject to the approval of 
the Governor, Auditor General and State Treasurer 

Sec. 13. Extension of Terms and Increase or Diminishment of 
Compensation Prohibited. No law shall extend the term of any 
public Officer, or increase or diminish his salary or emoluments after 
his election or appointment. ’ 

Sec. 14. Revenue Bills. All hills for raising revenue shall origi- 
nate in the House of Representatives, but the Senate may propose 
amendments as in other bills. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 20. (Verbatim.) 


Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 21, (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 15. Appropriation Bills. The general appropriation bill shall 
embrace nothing but appropriations for the ordinary expenses of the 
executive, legislative and judicial departments of the Common- 
wealth, interest on the public debt and for public schools; all other 
appropriations shall be made by separate bills, each embracing but 
one subject. 

Sec. 16. Paying out Public Moneys. No money shall be paid out 
-^of the treasury, excofit upon appropriations made by law, and on war- 
rant by the proper officer in pxirsnance thereof. 


Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 171K), Art. I, See. 21. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Hee. 22. 

Section 17. Appropriations to Charitable and Educational Institu- 
tions. No api)ropi1ati<)Ji shall he made to any charitable or educa- 
tional institution not under the absolute control of the Common- 
wealth, other than normal schools established by law for the pro- 
fessional training of teachers for the public schools of the State, ex- 
cept by a vote of two-thirds of all the members elected to each House. 

Sec. 18. Certain Appropriations Forbidden. No appropriations, 
except for pensions or gratiiities for military services, shall he made 
for charitable, educational or benevolent purposes, to any person or 
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conuBHiiity, nor to nny denominjitioiml or Roctflrifln institution, 
poration or association. 

Sec. 19. Appropriations for Support of Widows and Orphan 
Soldiers. The General Assembly may make appropriations of m 
to institutions wherein the widows of soldiers are anpjtorted oi 
sisted, or the orphans of soldiers are maintained and educated; 
such appropriation shall be applied exclusively to the support of 
widows and orphans. 

Sec. 20. Special Municipal Commissions Prohibited. The ' 
eral Assembly shall not delegate to any special coinmission, pri 
corporation or association, any power to make, stipervise or intei 
with any municipal improvement, money, property or effects, whe 
held in trust or otherwise, or to levy taxes or perform any niuni< 
function whatever. 

Sec. 21. Employers Liability. Workmen’s Compensation. I 
ages for Injuries to Person or Property. The. (leiiernl Assembly 
enact laws requiring the payment by emydoyers, or employers and 
ployes jointly, of reasonable compensation for injuries to einpl 
arising in the course of their employment, and for o<-cupat ional 
eases of employes, whether or not such injuries or diseases re 
in death, and regardless of fault of employer or employe, and fl: 
the basis of ascertainment of such compensaiion and the inaxiti 
and minimum limits thereof, and i)roviding si)eeial or general n 
dies for the collection thereof; but in no other eases shall the fSen 
Assembly limit tbe amount to be recov<'r<'d for injuries resnltinj 
death, or for injuries to persons or property, an<l in <>aHe of death f 
such injuries, the right of action shall survive, and the General 
sembly shall prescribe for whose benefit such actions shall be pt 
cuted. No act shall prescribe any limitations of time within wl 
suits may be brought against corporations for injuries to per* 
or property, or for other causes, differ(>nt from those fixed by gen 
laws regulating actions against natural persons, and such acts i 
existing are avoided. (Amendment of November 2, tfilfl.) 

Section twenty-one of article three of this Gonstifufion origin 
read as follows: 

Sec. 21. No act of the Gcncrul AHaemWy Hhnll lltnlf tli« amoimt tn bo 
recovered for injuries rrsultliiK in death, or for liiJiirleH to iiernoiid or 
property; and, in case of death from such injurlea, the right of netUm 
shall survive, and the General Assembly shall prcscrihe for wlume Imneflt 
such actions shall be prosecuted. No act shall preserllic any limitations 
of time "within which suits may he brought against corporations for 
injuries to persons or property, or for other causes different from those 
fixed by general laws regulating actions against natural persons, and 
such acts now existing are avoided. 
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Sec. 22. Investment of Trust Funds. No act of the General As- 
.embly shall authorize the investment of trust funds by executors, 
idministrator.s, guardians or other trustees, in the bonds or stock 
of any private corporation, and such acts now existing are avoided 
saving investments heretofore made. 

Sec. 23. Change of Venue. Tlie power to change the venue in 
civil and criminal oases shall be vested in the courts, to be exercised 
in such manner as shall be provided by law. 

Sec. 24. Corporate Obligations Owned by State. No obligation 
or liability of any railroad or other corporation, held or owned by 
the Commonwealth, shall ever he exchanged, transferred, remitted, 
postponed or in any way diminished by the General Assembly, nor 
shall such liability or obligation be released, except by pa3rment 
thereof into the State Treasury. 

Sec. 25. Legislation During Special Session. When the General 
Assembly shall be convetiod in special session, there shall be no legis- 
lation upon subjects other than tliose designated in the proclamation 
of the Governor calling such session. 

Sec. 26. Concurrent Resolutions, &c., To he Presented to Executive. 
Every order, resolution or vote, to which the concurrence of both 
TTonses may he ne<‘eHsnry, except on the question of adjournment, 
shall be presented to the Governor and before it shall take effect he 
approved by him. or being disapproved, shall be repassed by two- 
thirds of both TTouses, according to the rules and limitations pre- 
scribed in case of a bill. 

Gom>Mpon<UtiK jirovlshitm of prior Coimtitutlons: 

Ooimtinitlem of Art. T. Sec. 23, (Vorlmllm.) 

Gonstltlitlnn of 13.18. Art. T. Srr. 24, (Vrrlmthn.) 

Sec. 27. State Inspection of Merchandise Prohibited. No State 
offlee shall be continued or ertiated for the inspection or measuring 
of any merchandise, manufacture or commodity, hnt any county or 
municipality may appoint such othcers wheti authorized by law. 

»_ Sec. 28. Change of Location of State Capital. No law changing 
r the locathm of the captfai of the State shall he valid nntil the same 
shall have been suhmitfwl to the qualKlcd electors of the Common- 
wealth at a gtuieral «‘lect!on ajid ratified and apiiroved l>y them. 

Sec. 29. Bribery of Members of Legislature. A member of the 
General Assembly who shall solicit, demand or receive, or consent 
to receive, directly or Indirectly, for himself or for another, from any 
^ company, corporation or jairson, any money, office, appointment, em- 
ployment, testimonial, reward, thing of value or enjoyment, or of 
, personal advantage, or promise thereof, for his vote or official in-. 
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fluence, or for withholding the same, or with an understanding, ex- | 
pressed or implied, that his vote or official action shall be in any ^ 
way influenced thereby, or who shall solicit or demand any such 
money or other advantage, matter or thing aforesaid for another, as 
the consideration of his vote or official influence, or for withholding 
the same, or shall give or withhold his vote or influence in consid- 
eration of the payment or promise of such money, advantage, matter 
or thing, to another, shall be held guilty of bribery within the mean- 
ing of this Constitution, and shall incur the disabilities provided 
thereby for said offence, and such additional punishment as is or 
shall be provided by law. 

Sec. 30. Giving of Bribes. Any person who shall, directly or 
indirectly, offer, give or promise, any money, or thing of value^ testi- 
monial, privilege, or personal advantage, to any executive or judi- ] 
cial officer, or member of the General Assembly, to influence him in 
the performance of any of his public or official duties, shall be guilty , 
of bribery and be punished in such manner as shall be provided by 
law. 

Sec. 31. Corrupt Solicitation. The offense of corrupt solicitation 
of members of the General Assembly or of public officers of the State 
or of any municipal division thereof, and any occupation or practice j 
of solicitation of such members or officers to influence their official 
actoin, shall be defined by law and shall be punished by fine and | 
imprisonment. 

Sec. 32. Investigation of Bribery or Corrupt Solicitation. Com- | 
pulsory Testimony. Disqualification as Punishment. Any person 
may be compelled to testify in any lawful investigation or judicial | 
proceeding against any person who may be charged with having com- 
mitted the offense of bribery or corrupt solicitation, or practices of 
solicitation, and shall not be permitted to withhold his testimony 
upon the ground that it may criminate himself or subject him to 
public infamy; but such testimony shall not afterwards be used 
against him in any judicial proceeding, except for perjury in giving 
such testimony, and any person convicted of either of the offences 
aforesaid shall, as part of the punishment therefor, be disqualified 
from holding any office or position of honor, trust or profit in this 
Commonwealth. 

Sec. 33. Member Interested in Bill not to Vote, A member who 
has a personal or private interest in any measure or bill proposed 
or pending before the General Assembly shall disclose the fact to the - 
House of which he is a member, and shall not vote thereon. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

THE EXECUTIVE. 

Sec. 1. Executive Department. The Executive Department of this 
Commonwealth shall coivsist of a (}ov(U-nor, Lieutenant Covernor, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth, Attorney General, Atnlilor General, 
\ State Treasurer, Secretary of Internal Affairs an<l a Supc'rintendent 
of Public Instruction. 

Sec. 2. Governor. Election. Returns. Contested Election.’ The 
supreme executive power shall he vested in the Governor, who shall 
take care that the laws he faithfully executed; he shall be chosen 
on the day of the general election, by the, (pmlifled electors of the 
Commonwealth, at the places where tlu'y shall vote for Rejireaenta- 
tives. The returns of every election for Governor shall he sealed 
up and transmitted to the seat ttf government, diret'twl to tlie Presi- 
dent of the Senate, who shall open and publish them in the presence 
of the members of both Houses of the (huieral As-scmihly. The [H'rson 
having the highest number <»f voles sliall he Governor, hut if tw<» or 
more be equal and highest in votes, one of them shall he chosen 
Governor by the joint vole of the imunher.s <»f both Hou.ses. Gon- 
tested elections shall be determimsl by a committee, to he selected 
from both Houses of the Gemmal AsHCinldy, and f<»rmed and regulated 
in snch manner as shall bo <lireeted by law. 

Oorresponding' proviKbnn of prior (bnfiflttitlorm: 

Oonstitutiou of 177(1, 3, 

Constitution of 171K), Art. II, Hoog. t, Ifl. 

Constitution of mm, Art. M, Hoog. i, i;i. 

Sec. 3. Governor’s Term. 'I'lie (iov<*ruiii’ shiill hohl his office <l«r- 
i Ing four years from the tlilial Tuesday of .lauimry nest euMuing hlw 
I election, and shall not Im eligible t<i tins <»rtlfe fur tlie nest succeetling 
term. 

CtermpondlnK pKivlHUmn oE nrltir (lutiwtllutlttim: 

CSttnstitutioii of 17U0, Art. tl. H.h*. a, 

Constitution of IKIH, Art. tl, Hw. 3, 

I Sec. 4. Lieutenant Governor. A LUnitenant Governor shall to 
chosen at the same time, In the same manner, for the same term, and 
subject to the same provisions tts th(^ Governor; he slmll Ite President 
of the Senate, but shall have no vote iiulesH they be tHpially divided. 
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Sec. 5. Qualificatioas of Governor and Lieutenant Governor. 
person shall be eligible to the office of Governor or Lieutenant Glover 
nor except a citizen of the United States, who shall have attained, tin 
age of thirty years, and have been seven years next preceding l^^i 
election an inhabitant of the State, unless he shall have been al>seii 
on the public business of the United States or of this State. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, See. 4. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 4. 

Sec. 6. Disqualifications. No member of Congress or person, liolt 
ing any office under the United States or this State shall exercit 
the office of Governor or Lieutenant Governor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 5. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, See. 5. 

Sec. 7. Military Commander, The Governor shall he commandt 
in-chief of the army and navy of the Commonwealth, and of t 
militia, except when they shall be called into the actual service of t 
United States. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, See. 20. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 7. 

Sec. 8, Appointing Power of Governor. Vacancies. Confiri 
tion by Senate. He shall nominate and, by and with the advice * 
consent of two-thirds of all the members of the Senate, appoin 
Secretary of the Commonwealth and an Attorney General <iui 
pleasure, a Superintendent of Public Instruction for four years, : 
such other officers of the Commonwealth as he is or may" be 
thorized by the Constitution or by law to appoint; he shall I 
power to fill all vacancies that may happen, in offices to wbicl 
may appoint, during the recess of the Senate, by granting com 
sions which shall expire at the end of their next session; lie 8 
have power to fill any vacancy that may happen, during ttie re 
of the Senate, in the office of Auditor General, State Treasi 
Secretary of Internal Affairs or Superintendent of Public Ins 
tion, in a judicial office, or in any other elective office wkich 1 
or may be authorized to fill; if the vacancy shall happen dxirinj 
session of the Senate, the Governor shall nominate to the Se 
before their final adjournment, a proper person to fill said vacs 
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but in any such case of vacancy, in an elective office, a person shall 
he chosen to said office on the next election day appropriate to such 
office according to the provisions of this Constitution, unless the 
vacancy shall happen within two calendar months immediately pre- 
ceding such election day, in which case the election for said office 
shall he held on the second succeeding election day appropriate to 
such office. In acting on executive nominations the Senate shall sit 
with open doors, and, in confirming or rejecting the nominations 
of the Governor, the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays and shall 
be entered on the journal. (Amendment of November 2, 1909.) 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 15 
Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 8. 

Section eight of article four of this Constitution originally read as 
follows: 

Sec. 8. He shall nominate and, by and with the advice and consent of 
two-thirds of all the members of the Senate appoint a Secretary of the 
Commonwealth and an Attorney General during pleasure, a Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction for four years, and such other officers 
of the Commonwealth as he is or may be authorized by the Constitution 
or by law to appoiut; he shall have power to fill all vacancies that may 
happen, in ofiices to which he may appoint, during the recess of the 
Senate, by granting commissions which shall expire at the end of their 
next session; he shall have power to fill any vacancy that may happen, 
during the recess of the Siui^tte, in tlie olUee of Auditor General, State 
Treasurer, Secretary of Internal Afiairs or Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, in a judidal ofiice, or in any other <‘leetlve oflico which he 
is or may be authorized to fill ; if the vaeaney Hhall happen during the 
session of the Senate, tlic Governor shall uomimit<^ to the Senate, before 
their final adjournment, a proper person to fill said vaeaney; but in any 
such case of vaeaney, in an eicadlvi^ olfie(% a person shall Im chosen to said 
office at the next gen<‘ral election, unless the vacancy shall happen within 
three calendar months IninuHllutely preceding such <‘lection, hi whleh 
case the election for said offi(‘e shall he held at th«» second Huceeedhig 
general election. In acting on Ikecutlve nornlnathms the Senate shall 
git with open dtiors, and, in (*onfirnilng or rejecting tlie uomlnath»n« of 
th© Goyeru(*r, the vote sliall i)e taken by yeas atul nays, and shall be 
entered on the journal. 

Sec. 9, Pardoning Power. lie shall have power to remit fines 
and forfeitures, to grant reprievesj coiumuta lions of sentence and 
pardons, except in eases of impeachment; but no {lardon shall be 
granted, nor sentence commuted, except upon the recommendation 
in writing of the Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of the Common- 
wealth, Attorney General and Secretary of Internal Affairs, or any 
three of them, after full hearing, upon due public notice and in open 
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session, and such, recommendation, with the reasons therefor at 
length, shall be recorded and filed in the ofifice of the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth. 

Corr6sponding provisions of prior Constitutions. 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 20, 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec, 9. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 9. 

Sec. 10. Information from Department Officials. He may require 
information in writing from the officers of the Executive Depart- 
ment, upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective of- 
fices. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 10. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 10. 

Sec. 11. Messages to Legislature. He shall, from time to time, 
give to the General Assembly information of the state of the Com- 
monwealth, and recommend to their consideration such measures 
as he may judge expedient 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 11. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 11. 

Sec. 12. Special Sessions of Legislature. Adjournments. Special 
Sessions of Senate. He may, on extraordinary occaHiouR, convene 
the General Assembly, and in case of diHagrcituncnt betwiien the two 
Houses with respect to the time of adjoarntnciil, adjourn them to 
such time as he shall think proper, not exceeding four months. He 
shall have power to convene the Senate in extraoi-dinary HeRsion by 
proclamation for the transaction of executive buHinesa. 

Corresponding provisions o£ prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 20. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 12. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 12. 

Sec. 13. When Lieutenant Governor Shall Act. In case of the 
death, conviction on impeachment, failure to qualify, mignatlon, 
or other disability of the Governor, the powers, (Inties and emola- 
ments of the office, for the remainder of the term, or until the dis- 
ability he removed, shall devolve upon the Lieutenant Governor. 

* Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 14. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 14. 
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Sec. 14. Vacancy in Office of Lieutenant Governor. In case of a 
vacancy in tb.e office of Lieutenant Governor, or when the Lieutenant 
Governor shall he impeached by the House of Representatives, or 
shall he unable to exercise the duties of his office, the powers, duties 
and emoluments thereof for the remainder of the term, or until the 
disability be removed, shall devolve ujwn the President pro tempore 
of the Senate; and the Pre.Hident pro tempore of the Senate shall in 
like manner become Governor if a vacancy or disability shall occur 
in the office of Governor; his seat as Senator shall become vacant 
whenever he shall become Governor, and shall be filled by election 
as any other vacancy in the Senate. 

Sec. 15. Approval of Bills. Veto. Every bill which shall have 
passed both Houses shall be presented to the Governor; if he ap- 
prove he shall sign it, but if he shall not approve he shall return it 
with his objections to the House in which it shall have originated, 
which House shall enter the ohjetdions at large upon their journal, 
and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsideration, two- 
thirds of all the members elected to that House shall agree to pass 
the bill, it shall be sent with the. objections to the other House by 
which likewise it shall he n'considered, and if approved by two-thirds 
of all the members elected to tliat House it shall be a law; but in 
such cases the votes of both Houses shall he determined by yeas and 
nays, and flie numi's of (he mmubers voting for and against the bill 
shall be entensl on the journals of each House, respectively. If any 
bill shall not he returned by the Governor within ten days after it 
shall have been pn'senicd to liiin, tins same shall bo a law in like 
manner as if he hail sigueil it, unless the General Assembly, by their 
adjournment, prevent its return, in which case it shall be a law, 
unless he shall tUe the same with his ohjeclions, in the office of the 
Secretary of the Gommonwealth, and give notice thereof by public 
proclamation within thirty days after sucii adjournment. 

i»f prittr (torwMtiitlHiw: 

Art. I, tL 
Oitifiti tut Inti tif Ih:W, Art. f* Hw, 2*1. 

Sec. 16. Partial Disapproval of Appropriation Bills. The Gov- 
ernor shall have, power to disapprove of any item or items of any 
‘ bill, ranking appropriations of money, embracing distinct items, and 
the part or parts of the hill approved shall he the law, and the item 
or items of apjiroprlntion disapproved stiall lie void, unless repassed 
according to the rules ami limitations prescribed for the passage of 
other bills over the Executive veto. 

Sec. 17- Contested Election of Governor or Lieutenant Governor. 
Holding Over. Tlie Ghlef Justice of the Supreme Court shall pre- 
3 
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side upon the trial of any contested election of Governor or Li 
tenant Governor and shall decide questions regarding the admi; 
bility of evidence, and shall, upon request of tlie committee, pronoui 
his opinion upon other questions of law involved in the trial. 1 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor shall exercise the duties of th 
respective offices until their successors shall he duly qualified. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 18. Secretary of the Commonwealth. The Secretary of i 
Commonwealth shall keep a record of all official acts and pvoceedii 
of the Governor, and when required lay the same, with all pape 
minutes and vouchers relating thereto, before either branch of i 
General Assembly, and perform such other duties as may be enjoir 
upon him by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 15. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 15. 


Sec. 19. Secretary of Internal Affairs. The Secretary of Interi 
Affairs shall exercise all the powers and perform all the duties 
the Surveyor General, subject to such changes as shall be made 
law. His department shall embrace a bureau of industrial statisti 
and he shall discharge such duties relating to coiqjorations, to 1 
charitable institutions, the agricultural, manufacturiiig, minii 
mineral, timber and other material or business interests of the Sti 
as may be prescribed by law. He shall annually, and at such otl 
times as may be required by law, make report to the General i 
semhly. 

Sec. 20. Superintendent of Public Instruction. The Rupcrinh 
dent of Public Instruction shall exercise all the powers and perfoi 
all the duties of the Superintendent of Oouuuon K<'hoolH, subject 
such changes as shall be made by law. 

Sec. 21. Terms of Executive Department Ofiicers. Ineligibility 
Re-election, The terms of the Secretary of Internal Affairs, the./^ 
ditor General, and the State Treasurer shall each be four years ; a 
they shall be chosen by the qualified electors of the State at genei 
elections; but a State Treasurer, elected in the year one thousa 
nine hundred and nine, shall serve for three years, and hi.s successc 
shall he elected at the general election in the year one thousand ni 
hundred and twelve, and in every fourth year thereafter. No pers 
elected to the office’ of Auditor General or State Treasurer shall 
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, of Iioldinji: «urne office for two consecutive terms, 

linent of November 2, ISM)!).) 

:)ondiim provmitnm prior C'ciiwtltiitkmt: 
iBtitutHm of I77d, Hro. II. 
istitution of Art, VI, Hre. 5. 
iBtitutioii of ims, Art. VI, Koo. <1. 

on twenty-one of nrtit‘le four of Ihk Constitution originally 
t follows: 

re. 21. Tilt* «f tlii! Brrrrlury fi! Iin:«‘nial AffiUrn Bhall Im? four 
m; of Aiitlitt*r C#otii*riil tlirrt* yrars; inul of tlu^ Trrasur(*r 

» years. Tlwm* ofliorw siiiill l«* olicwett by tbii rlet»t<ira of tho 

to at ^eiirral elei'Uoun'. No fiorsoa to tha otlieo af Atiditor 

lenil or Htati* I'miMtirar \m mipnhh of holding tita Hiiiiie ollico for 
■ coitsoeiilive tiTiiiii. 

22. Seal. Commissions. The preHcnt Oreat Seal of Penn- 
I shall be tin* k«‘uI of the State. All commiaKioiiH shall be in 
ao and by authority of (he (bmimoaweaUh of reunsylvania, 
sealed with the State seal ntul Higiaal by the Oovernor. 

(ciiKiitiK i>niviHi<irm nf t»S«r C’.mstitiithmn: 

iHtitlltioil Iff liill. M.'f ‘.'1. 

KtilutU'ii lit Art Vt, 4 

.Hlilutinn *'( ItWS, AM. Vt, Hw.R. 


AtiTioai-: V. 

THP. .ttf|»t<5IAKY. 

I, Judicial Power. The JniUcljit |*«wer of this Common- 
shall h«‘ vested ia a HH|ireme Court, la courts of common 
tmris Ilf oyer atol lertniiier uitd jteneriil jnll delivery, courts 
er sessions of the |«eiue, orpltittiM' riiwrta, maglstmtea’ courts, 
such other courts ns the tleueritl Aioieiithly may from time 
establish. 

tiiuliiig jiriivlsliittn «( iiriur t'oimtUiUlwiis: 

MitutiiiM i.e ij;«, H«-f '.li, 
sUtutbii ut 17IKI, Art. V, Mw>. 1. 
stUuthm of tJCW, Art. V, Hw. I. 
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Sec. 2. Supreme Court. The Supreme Court shall consist oi 
seven judges, who shall be elected by the qualified electors of th< 
State at large. They shall hold their offices for the term of twenty 
one years, if they so long behave themselves well, but shall not b( 
again eligible. The judge whose commission shall first expire shal 
be chief justice, and thereafter each judge whose commission shal 
first expire shall in turn be chief justice. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 23. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. "V , Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 3. Jurisdiction of Supreme Court. The jurisdiction of th( 
Supreme Court shall extend over the State, and the judges thereo: 
shall, by virtue of their offices, be justices of oyer and terminer anc 
general jail delivery in the several counties; they shall haveorigina 
jurisdiction in cases of injunction where a corporation is a part] 
defendant, of habeas corpus, of mandamus to courts of inferioi 
jurisdiction, and of quo warranto as to all officers of the Common 
wealth whose jurisdiction extends over the State, but shall not-exer 
cise any other original jurisdiction; they shall have appellate juris 
diction by appeal, certiorari or writ of error in all cases, as is nov 
or may. hereafter be provided by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 3. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 4. 

Sec. 4. Common Pleas Courts. Until otherwise directed by law 
the courts of common pleas shall continue as at pre.sont stabiished 
except as herein changed; not more than four coimlies sliall, at an; 
time, be included in one judicial district organized for said courts. * 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 4. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 3, 

See. 5. Jud.ici3,l Districts. A.ssoci3.t6 Wlionovcir ii ooiiiit^ 

sliall contain forty thousand inhabilantH it shall const i(u to a sopii 
rate judicial district, and shall elect one judge learned in the law 
and the General Assembly shall provide for additional jiulgcs, a 
the business of the said districts may require. Counties coutaininj 
a population less than is sufficient to constitute separate district 
shall be formed into convenient single districts, or, if necessary, ma' 
be attached to contiguous districts as the General Assembly ma' 
provide. The office of associate judge, not learned in the law, i 
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bolisied in cnuufloH furmuifi separate <listri<-(K; but the aeveral aa- 
wciate judgea in office when thia < ’oiistitutiou shall he adopted shall 
serve for their unexpired terniH. 

Sec. 6. Courts of Common Pleas of Philadelphia and Allegheny 
Counties. In tin* county of I’hiladeliihia all the jnrisdi<-tion and 

ers now vested in the distri<-t courts ainl courts of common 
Dleas subject to snch <'hauges as ui;iy he made hy this Constitution 
or by law, shall he in Pliiliidelphia v(>sfed in live disliiiet and sepa- 
rate courts of equal and coordinate jurisdiction, composed of three 
judges each. The said c<turis in Philadelphia .shall he de.signated 
respectively as the court of comnum picas numlM'r one. uutJiher tw'o, 
number thiw, number four, ami nuinlter live, hut the nuiuher of .said 
courts may lie liy law increased, from linn* to time, and shnll he in 
like manner designated by siu'ct'ssive miiuhers. The nnmher of 
judges in any of said «*ourls. or in any county where the estahlishment 
of an additional court may he authorized hy law, may he increased, 
from time to time, and whenever such increase shall amount In the 
whole to three, such three jiniges shall compo.se a distinct and 
separate court as aforesaid, which shall he numhereil as aforesaid. 
In Philadelphia all suits shall he insi iliitefl in tin* said courts of 
common pleas without designating the itumher of the said eourt, and 
the several courts shall distrilmte and ap|iorlioii the Inisiuess among 
them in such manner as shall he provided hy rides of court, and 
each court, to which any suit shall he thus assigned, shall have et- 
elusive jurisdiction thereof, stihjccl to clmiige of lemie, as shsill lie 
provided hy law. 

In the county of .Mlegheny all the jurisdiction ami powers now 
vested in the several nnmhercd courts of common jdeas shall he 
vested in one <'onrt of common pleas. c<iniposed of all the judges in 
commission in said courts. Such jurisdiction and powers shall ex- 
tend to alt proceedings at law and In «*iptily which shall have la'en 
instituted in the siwerai numhered conris, and shall he snhjf*ct to such 
changes as may la* made hy law. and stihjeet to ijiattge of venue as 
provided hy law. 

The president Judge of Muid court shall la* si*lecfed as provided hy 
law. The iiumher of judges in said court may he hy law increased 
from time to lime, This ninendmenl shall take tureel on the flrst 
day of .Tanuary succeeding its adoption, i.\memtmeut of NTovemtmr 
7, Iftll.) 

Sectipu six of .Krlii'h* live of this Const! tut Ion originally read as 
follows: 

Sec». i. Ill Ilti* cruitillc^ litifl All*‘'8bciiv iill 

mwl tMiwtT fiiiw III ilic ilHfiicf iiinl 

siil>ji»et tn friirli m mny I*** iiiiifl** bv tbt'^ f iir bj liiw, 
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shaU be in PhUadelpbia vested in four, and in Allegheny in two, distinct 
and separate courts of equal and coordinate jurisdiction, composed of 
three judges each; the said courts in Philadelphia shall be designated 
respectively as the court of common pleas number one, number two, 
number three and number four, and in Allegheny as the court of common 
pleas number one and number two, but the number of said courts may 
be by law increased, from time to time, and shall be in like manner 
designated by successive numbers ; the number of judges in any of said 
courts, or in any county where the establishment of an additional court 
may be authorized by law, may be increased from time to time, and when- 
ever such increase shall amount in the whole to three, such three judges 
shall compose a distinct and separate court as aforesaid, which shall be 
numbered as aforesaid. In Philadelphia all suits shall be instituted in the 
said courts of common pleas without designating the number of said 
court, and the several courts shall distribute and apportion the business 
among them in such manner as shall be provided by rules of court, and 
each court, to which any suit shall be thus assigned, shall have exclusive 
jurisdiction thereof, subject to change of venue, as shall be provided by 
law. In Allegheny each court shall have exclusive jurisdiction of all 
proceedings at law and in equity, commenced therein, subject to change 
of venue as may be provided by law. 


Sec. 7 . Prothonotary of Philadelphia. Salaries. Fees. Dockets. 
For Philadelphia there shall be one prothonotary’s office, and one 
prothonotary for all said courts, to be appointed by the judpjes of said 
courts, and to hold office for three years, subject to removal by a 
majority of the said judges; the said prothonotary shall ai)po5nt such 
assistants as may be necessary and authorized by said courts; and 
he and his assistants shall receive fixed salaries, to be determined 
by law and paid by said county; all fees collected in said office, ex- 
cept such as may be by law due to the Commonweal (b, shall be paid 
by the prothonotary into the county treasury. Each court shall have 
its separate dockets, except the judgment docket which shall contain 
the judgments and liens of all the said courts, as is or may be di- 
rected by law. 

Sec. 8. Criminal Courts in Philadelphia and Allegheny Counties. 
The said courts in the counties of I^hiladelplna and Allegheny, res- 
pectively, shall, from time to time, in turn detail one or more of their 
judges to hold the courts of oyer and terminer and the (’ourts of 
quarter sessions of the peace of said counties, in su<*h maiuua* as nuiy 
be directed by law. 

Sec. 9. Powers of Judges of Common Pleas Courts. Judges of 
the courts of common pleas learned in the law shall be judges of the 
courts of oyer and terminer, quarter sessions of the peace amr general 
jail delivery, and of the orphans’ court, and within their respective 
districts shall be justices of the peace as to criminal matters. 
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Correspond iiip: provisionH of pr!<*r < 'onstilntions: 

Constitution of Art. V, Kn<*. 5. 

Constitution of IHriH, Art. W Snrn, 5. 7, 9. 

Sec. 10. Certiorari to Courts not of Record. Tlio jndfrea of the 
courts of (‘onimon ploaH. wifliiti ihoir r(‘si»<>(‘iiv<‘ <‘ounti(>.s, shall have 
power to issue wrils of eerliorari to justices of the peace and other 
inferior courts not of reconl. and to <‘ause their proeeedinffs to be 
brought before them, and right and justice to he done. 




I t- 




Corresponding prnvisituis <if prior 

Constitution of Art. V. St^o. H. 

Constitution <if Art, \% Sen. H. 

Sec. 11. Justices of the Peace. Aldermen. Term. Residence. 
Number. Except as ofherwisi' pi'ovided in this Constitution, justices 
of the peace or aidormen sliall he elected in tin* several wards, dis- 
tricts, boroughs or townhips, hy ilte qnalilied electors thereof, at the 
municipal eU'ction. in such manner as shall In* dii-eeted hy law, and 
shall he eoinmissioneil hy tin* <!overnor for a term of six year.s. No 
township, ward, district or inirongh shall idcct more than two jus- 
tices of the peace or ait» 'incn wiilioiil tin* consent of a majority of 
the qualified electors within such township, wnrd or horough ; no per- 
son shall he eh*«*fcd l<i sncli otilce unless lie shall have resided within 
the township, horough. ward or dislri<'( for one year next preceding 
his election. In <dtie.s cimtainimg over fifty thousand inliahitants, 
not more than om* alderman .shall he elected in each ward or district. 
(Amendment of Novemher *J. tfiittl). 

CoWMpuudiiis priivi''4|f »itr! nf prh^r mHiuw: 

Cotwtituilou of n'Tfl, Hue, fill 
CutpHtutiou of VmK Arf V, Sec Ip 
C fm«tUutiun Ilf IKIM, Arl Vt, Hec 7 

<if nrtirlo thi* itf tliin < (trigiimlly vmul an 

follows; 

11. |ft thin f * ♦tintltHtloti , jtinHwi 

pf th*^ or itltlcf-fOrp nlitill le« I'lrefftl In the ^eveml War<N, lHHtrh*tJ|, 

llfirtUighs lUitl III the lline nf fhi* rleiilon of tiitiHtuhlell h,¥ the 

itufiliflrd fliiU'CMf, lu umnut^r ^thull be dlfwteil by Inw* 

itiid «lmll be r«uttftiH'*iloiir.| b.i ilii» UtivrruMr fot- n term of live years. 

No witril, iikrrb‘1 *»r b*»r*«ir,fh eleot tnon* thuii tmi 

«if pPiiro or itl«|criit»u,s the *'oii*ietit *tf n iiipjorlty of the tpiiilb 

fied elertorH wllblii mivh lowisHtdii, wiirtl tO' borough; «o peraon nhnll 
tltrtwl til olllc*^ iiiifoifi^ tie ItiiPo ri*?4ble«l withhi the towimhip, 

beniiigh, Wiirtl or ili?4iricf f,ir too* ur%t itreerdliig hli* eleethm, I» 

dtl«l ei Hi lit I II I UK over fifty IpluthitiiiiN, tmt mope thitii cme 

tWtrttiiiii Hiiiill be ill eiM'li %viiril or illufriet, 
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Sec. 12. Magistrates’ Courts in Philadelphia. Election. Tern 
Salaries. Jurisdiction. In Philadelphia there shall be established 
for each thirty thousand inhabitants, one court, not of record, o 
police and civil causes, with jurisdiction not exceeding one hundre. 
dollars ; such courts shall be held by magistrates whose term of offic 
shall be six years, and they shall be elected on general ticket at th' 
municipal election, by the qualified voters at large; and in the elec 
tion of the said magistrates no voter shall vote for more than two 
thirds of the number of persons to be elected when more than one ar( 
to be chosen; they shall be compensated only by fixed salaries, to bi 
paid by said county; and shall exercise such jurisdiction, civil and 
criminal, except as herein provided, as is now exercised by aldermen 
subject to such changes, not involving an increase of civil jurisdic 
tion or conferring political duties, as may be made by law. In 
Philadelphia the office of aldermen is abolished. (Amendment ol 
November 2, 1909). 

Section twelve of article five of this Constitution originally fiead as 
follows : 

Sec. 12. In Philadelphia there shall be established for each thirty 
thousand inhabitants, one court, not of record, of police and civil causes, 
with jurisdiction not exceeding one hundred dollars ; such courts shall be 
held by magistrates whose term of office shall he five years, and they 
shall be elected on general ticket by the qualified voters at large; and 
in the election of the said magistrates no voter shall vote for more than 
two-thirds of the number of persons to be elected when more than one are 
to be chosen; they shall be compensated only by fixed salaries, to be 
paid by said county ; and shall exercise such jurisdiction , civil and crim- 
inal, except as herein provided, as is now exercised by aldermen, subject 
to such changes, not involving an increase of civil jurisdiction or con- 
ferring political duties, as may be made by law. In Philadelphia the 
office of alderman is abolished. 

Sec. 13. Disposition of Fees, Fines, etc. All foes, fiuos and pen- 
alties in said courts shall be paid into the county treasury. 

Sec. 14. Appeal from Summary Conviction. In all cases of sum- 
mary conviction in this Commonwealth, or of judgment in suit for 
a penalty before a magistrate, or court not of record, either party 
may appeal to such court of record as may be prescribed by law, ux>on 
allowance of the appellate court or judge thereof upon cause shown. 

Sec. 15. Election of Judges. Term. Removal. All judges re- 
quired to be learned in the law, except the judges of the Supreme 
Court, shall be elected by the qualified electors of the respective dis- 
tricts over which they are to preside, and shall hold their offices for 
the period of ten years, if they shall so long behave themselves well ; 
but for any reasonable cause, which shall not be sufficient ground 
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for imi>eaclnuoiil, tli** iimy roniovi* any of iliom on tlu; ad- 

i’ ? dress of tvvo-thinl.s of oach I louso of tin* < ionoi-al A.sHomftly. 

f I CorrespondiuK pi'.-visi..i,x nf priMi- < 'onstitutu.iot: 

J ' Cotistituliiin of IffO. Soo. 

e ' Coustitutio.i of ITSMi. AH. V. S..oN, -y -I. 

! Constitution of Ail, V, S.-o, {Amfiuiiiionl of IH-'Kit, 

" t 

5 Sec. 16. Voting for Supreme Court Judges. Whenever two 

[ judges of till! Hu(U’oun> Court are to he eiioHen f<ir tlie sjune term of 

' ' service each voter shall vote ftir one tuily. iind when three are to be 

' I chosen he sluill vttte for no more than two; caniliiiat*‘H higluwt in 

^ I vote shall he deelaretl electetl. 

’ I Sec. 17. Priority of Commission. HhouU! any two or more Judges 

' of the Supreme Court, <»r tiny two or more Jtidge.H t*f the court of 
common pletis for the wime dint rid, he elceted at the xame 
f time, they shall, as warn after the election a.s convenient, cast lots 
for priority of <-ommission, and eedify the tfsult to the (lovernor, 
who shall issue their commis.Hion.H in uc«-ordam’e therewith. 

; Corri'HpmiiliuK pinviMoiiH Mf (ui..r < 

Sec. 18. Compciimlioii of Juri^csi. liit* tif fli#* HypriMiie 

Court aud tin* judgi’H nf tfin riitu In nf rouimnii jihniH, iiiul all 

other r«n|!itri*4 In* Irariiint in thr law. ?4|iall at, Hfiited tinit*« 

! receive for thoir Horvirr^ an in1ri|iialo ofnn|»oii.siitioii, wliioh shall lie 
fixed liy laWy and piiid hy tli** Slnli*, Thoy hIiiiII rnrnhi* nu olhor conn 
peuMiion, foon, or }*or«tut.^it«‘N of oflii'o tor Ihrir i^oriiroa from any 
J soureCj luir hohl any otli«*r oilh'r «if |»rnflt ntntrr Ihr rnilial 
this Btate or any otlior Hlatir 

i 

Ctiri’fMpniuihtii nf 

( ttf ti’ai. «^rc ;ri 
rviiwtinnittii tif r»!iti* .a 11 v. ;* 

j It.ll IHJH, All V, ^*rr "i , |All«t <Mlir uf iHaOl , 

Sec* ¥k KiliWinico of Jinlgt*ii. II10 jmlgon of itio Hinirioiia i’oiirti 

during llndr roniintiiiiiro tn roitido ntllilii Ihia I'oiniiiinr 

Wiilth; anil ilio oihio^ ilnring ilirir roniimianro in oUlro, atiitll 

reside with ill lln* fli.Hlriii.H fi#r iihirh tliri l»r r«*.**j»r«iht»ly etortiHh 

Ail. V, .Mrr I 

tJwttil. Iona til Aft \ , :Srr « Aliir^ulSiis’lO *4 

Sec. 20 . Chancery Powers. The Jiioentl Mtiu i. of •ommon plena, 
besides the j»owers herein iamferrial, shall have and estereia© within 
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their respective districts, subject to such changes as may be made 
by law, such chancery powers as are now vested by law in the sev-: 
eral courts of common pleas of this Commonwealth, or as may here- 
after be conferred upon them by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 24. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 6. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 6. 

Sec. 21. Duties of Judges. Nisi Prius Courts. Supreme Court 
Judges. No duties shall be imposed by law upon the Supreme Court 
or any of the judges thereof, except such as are judicial, nor shall 
any of the judges thereof exercise any power of appointment excepj^ 
as herein provided. The court of nisi prius is hereby abolished, and no 
court of original jurisdiction to be presided over by any one or more 
of the judges of the Supreme Court shall be established. 

Sec. 22. Orphans’ Courts. Registers’ Courts Abolished. In every 
county wherein the population shall exceed one hundred and fifty 
thousand, the General Assembly shall, and in any other county may, 
establish a separate orphans’ court, to consist of one or more judges 
who shall be learned in the law, which court shall exercise all the 
jurisdiction and powers now vested in or which may hereafter be con- 
ferred upon the orphans’ courts, and thereupon the jurisdiction of the 
judges of the court of common pleas within such county, in orphans’ 
court proceedings, shall cease and determine. In any county in which 
a separate orphans’ court shall be established, the register of wills 
shall be clerk of such court and subject to its directions, in all mat- 
ters pertaining to his office ; he may appoint assistant clerks, but only 
with the consent and approval of said court. All accounts filed with 
him as register or as' clerk of the said separate orphans’ court shall 
be audited by the court without expense to parties, except where all 
parties in interest in a pending proceeding shall nominate an auditor 
whom the court may, in its discretion, appoint. In every county or- 
phans’ court shall possess all the powers and jurisdiction of a reg- 
isters’ court, and separate registers’ courts are hereby abolished. 

CorreiS'poncliiig provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 7. 

Sec. 23. Style of Process. Indictments. The style of all process 
shall be “The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.” All prosecutions 
shall be carried on in the name and by the authority of the Common- 
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j wealth of Pennsylvania, and conclude “against the peace and dignity 
of the same.” 

I 

I Corresponding provisions of prior ConStitutioim: 

I Constitution of 1776, Seo. 27. 

Constitution of 171K), Art. V, Sec. 12, (Vcrbntim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 11, (Vcrlmtiml. 

'• Sec. 24. Appeal to Supreme Court in Criminal Cases. In all 
be provided for by law, (he accuscnl afliu- conviction and .sentence, may 
remove the indictment, recoisl and all prociHulIngH to the Supreme 
Court for review. 

Corresponding provisioiiH of prior CimHtItiititmH: 

-i Oonstitufeion of 1700, Art. V, Hoo. 5. 

OojQStitution of 18.*I8, Art. V, Hoc. 5 , 

Sec. 25. Vacancies in Courts of Record. Any vacancy happening 
by death, resignation or otherwise, in any court of record, shall be 
filled by appointment liy (tie (iovernor, (o conlinue fill the first Mon- 
i day of January next suceeediiig tlie lir.st general etertioa, whieh ahall 
occur three or more montlis after the happening of such vacancy. 

Corresponding proviHitmM of prittr (‘nnwl ittUiMnn; 

Constitution of IKiS, Art. 11, H«u’ 

Oonstitution of 18,18 , Art. V, Soo, 2, (AminHlriHuif <»f 

Sec. 26. Uniform Laws for Courts. Certain Courts Prohibited. 
All laws relating to <-ourts hIuiU tie general and of uniform oiMU*ation, 
and the organization, juriwlicliiin an<l powers <»f all <-ourtH of the 
* same class or grade, so far m regulated liy law, and Oie force and 

, effect of the proeesa and judgiuentM of kucIi courtH, shaU Im uniform; 

j and the Oenerut Asaemlily Is hereliy protiHiited from erenting other 

courts to exercise tlie powers vested liy tills Coiistllutlon In the jwilges 
of the courts of eoinmou pleas ami orpUnns’ courts. 

Sec. 27. Litigants m.ny Dispense with Jury trial. The parties, by 
! agreement tiled, tuny in any I’lvll ease dispense with trial iiy jury, 

’ and submit the ileeision of sueli case to (tie court having Jurlsilietion 

thereof, and such (*onrt sluill ftear and determine tlie sHiiie; and the 
judgment thereon shali Is* suliject to writ of error as in other casi‘s. 
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AETICLE VI. 

IMPEACHMElSfT AIS^D EEMOVAL FEOM OFFICE. 

Sec. 1. Power of Impeachment. The House of Representative 
shall have the sole power of impeachment. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions* 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 22. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IV, Sec. 1 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IV, Sec 1. 

Sec. 2. Trial of Impeachments. All impeachments shall be triec 
by the Senate; when sitting for that purpose the Senators shall U 
upon oath or affirmation; no person shall be convicted without tin 
concurrence of two-thirds of the members present. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 22. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IV, Sec. 2, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IV, Sec. 2, (Verbatim). 

Sec. 3. Officers Liable to Impeachment. Judgment. The Gover 
nor and all other civil officers shall be liable to impeachment for anj 
misdemeanor in office, but judgment in such cases shall not extend 
further than to removal from office and disqualification to hold any 
office of trust or profit under this Commonwealth; the person ac- 
cused, whether convicted or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to 
indictment, trial, judgment and punishment according to law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 22. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IV, Sec. 3. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IV, Sec. 3. 

Sec. 4. Tenure of Office. Removals from Office. All officers shall 
hold their offices on the condition that they behave themselves well 
while in office, and shall be removed on conviction of misbehavior in 
office or of any infamous crime. Appointed officers, other than judges 
of the courts of record and the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
may be removed at the pleasure of the power by which they shall 
have been appointd. All officers elected by the people, except Gov- 
ernor, Lieutenant Governor, members of the General Assembly and 
judges of the courts of record learned in the law, shall be removed 
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^ tte Governor for ronso.inl.U- muse, nft<‘r «lue lu.tioo and full hoar- 
on the addresser iwo-thirds of tho Sonalo. 

Corresponding provim.u.s of prior (Constitution..: 

Constitution of 1S:». Art. Vf, Sro, !) 


AUTHddO vn. 

OATH OP OPPIOIO. 

Sec 1 Official Oath. How Administered. SenaierH sind Ilopre- 
sentatives and all judicial, State and eminly uffieers shtdl laTore mi- 
tering on the duties of tlu'ir r(‘HiH‘etiv(‘ uffiees, ittke and suhscriue the 
Mowing oath or afflnnation : “1 do solemnly swear {or anirui 1 that 

I will support, obey and dc'fmul th(> Oonstilutlon of the Hnited Httitea, 
and the Constitution of this Oennnotiwejtllh, and tlinl 1 will discharge 
the duties of my office with lldtdity; tliat 1 have not {mid cr eon- 
tributed, or promised to ptiy or e(ui(rihufe, either directly or indi- 
rectly, any money or otlum valuahle thing, to procure my m.minathm 
or election (or appointment,) except Gn- necessary and pro[ier ex- 
penses expressly nuthori'/axl hy law: that 1 have not knowingly vio 
lated any election law of (his (’oinmonwcmlth. or prnenrml it to he 
done by others in my ladialf; that 1 will not knowingly receive, di 
rectiy or indirectly, any money (»r other valuahle thing for the per- 
formance or tum-jK'rformanee of any act or duty pertaining to my 
office, other than the compensathni allowed hy law'.” 

The foregoing oath slinll !«■ administered hy some peiwin author- 
ized to administer oaths, and in the ease of Htnte oftleers and jiidgea 
of the Supreme Pourt, sliall he filed in the (ttfiei' of the H»‘eretary of 
the Commonwealth, and In tla* ease of other judieial and eoimty ofll- 
cers, in the. office* of the prothonot.nry of tin* eotiuly In which the snme 
is taken; any person refn.sing to take said oath or affirmation shall 
forfeit his officer; and any persem who sUatt fie eonvieted of having 
sworn or affirmed falsely, or of having violated said oath or iiffirmn 
tion, shall be guilty of perjury, and lie forever dlMfpinHthst from 
holding any office of trust or profit within this ('omtnonwfmlth. The 
oath to the merahers of the Heuate and House of Uepwwntatlves shall 
be administered hy one of the judges of the Huprmne Court or of a 
court of common ph*as, lenrmal In the law, in the hall of the Hou.se 
to which the memlmrs sluill he elected. 



CJorr^ponding provi^loiiH iif rirl«ir €\mnUtnthnm: 


Constitution, of 1776, ICK 40- 

Constitution of 1790, Art, VHI. 
C?onstiitutioii of Art. VII I, 
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ARTICLE VIII. ^ 

SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS. 

Sec. 1. Qualifications of Electors. Every male citizen twenty-one 
'years of age, possessing the following qualifications, shall be entitled 
to vote at all elections, subject however to such laws requiring and 
regulating the registration of electors as the General Assembly may 
enact: 

1. He shall have been a citizen of the United States at least ont 
month. 

2. He shall have resided in the State one year (or, having pT& 
viously been a qualified elector or native born citizen of the State, 
shall have removed therefrom and returned, then six months), imiiic*? 
diately preceding the election. 

3. He shall have resided in the election district where he shall 
offer to vote at least two months immediately preceding the electioaj 

4. If twenty-two years of age and upwards, he shall have paidj 
within two years a State or county tax, which shall have been assessed; 
at least two months and paid at least one month before the election 
(Amendmeq.t of November 5, 1901.) 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 6. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. Ill, Sec. 1. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. Ill, Sfec. 1. 

Section one of article eight of this Constitution originally read ai 
follows: 

Sec. 1. Every male citizen twenty-one years of age, possessing the 
foUowing qualifications, shall be entitled to vote at all elections: 

1. He shall have been a citizen of the United States at least one 
month. 

2. He shall have resided in the State one year, (or if, having pre- 
viously been a qualified elector or native horn citizen of the State, he 
shall have removed therefrom and returned, then six months,) immediately 
preceding the election. 

3. He shaU have resided in the election district where he shall offer 
to vote at least two months immediately preceding the election. 

4. If twenty-two years of age or upwards, he shall have paid within 
two years a State or county tax, which shall have been assessed at least 
two months and paid at least one month before the election . 

Sec. 2. General Elections. The general election shall be Imh 
biennially on the Tuesday next following the first Monday of Noven 
her in each even-numbered year, but the General Assembly may by Im 
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fix a different clay, two-tliirds of all the members of each House con- 
senting thereto: Provided, That such election shall always be held 
in an even-numbered year. (Amendment of November 2, 1909). 

Section two of article eight of this Constitution originally read as 
follows: 

Sec. 2. The generjil election shall be held annually on the Tuesday 
next following the first lilonday of Novombcr, bat the General Assembly 
may by law fix a different day, two-third of all the members of each 
House consenting thereto. 


Sec. 3. Municipal Elections. * Election of Judges and County 
OfScers. All judges elected by the electors of the State at large may 
be elected at either a general or municipal election, as circumstances 
may require. All elections for judges of the courts for the several 
judicial districts, and for county, city, ward, borough, and town- 
ship officers, for regular terms of service, shall be held on the muni- 
cipal election day; namely, the Tuesday next following the first Mon- 
day of November in each odd-numbered year, b\it the General Assem- 
bly may by law fix a different day, two-thirds of all the members of 
each House consenling iherolo: Provided, That such elections shall 
be held in an odd-numbered year: Provided further. That all judges 
for the courts of the several judicial districts holding office at the 
present time, whose terms of office may end in an odd-numbered year, 
shall continue to hold their offices until the first Monday of January 
in the next succeeding even-numbered year. (Amendment of Novem- 
ber 4, 1913.) 

Section three of article eight of this Constitution was also amended 
November 2, 1009, which atnendment read as follows: 

Hc(‘. 3. All judgcH (»Ic*ct«(l by tin* <*l(‘ctorH of th« Stato nt largo may bo 
doctxHl at aithar a gt‘iH*ral or muaicdpnl ab'ction, an (‘irenmatanooH may 
rtHiulro. All alfCtlariH for jtidgaH of the courtH for tba aovarnl jadidal 
dlHtrl<*t«» and for ootuity» oHy, ward, borough, and townabip oUlceris, 
for n^gular ttunnH of aorviw, nhall b<‘ bold <m \}io inunioipnl alof’tlon day, 
nnnudy, tho Tuondny unit folbiwing iba llrHt Monday of November In each 
odd innnborpd yonr, but tba (bmornl AHHoinbly inny by law Ojc a dlffermt 
day, twi) thirds of all tbn inambars of onob Ifousa cionsantlng tlmroto: 
Provid(»d, That such elnotif^n shall always bo bold in an odd numbered 
year. 

Section three of article eight of this Constitution originally read as 
follows : 


Sec. 3. All oleetioiiB for city, ward, borough and township officers, 
for regular terms of service, shall be held on the third Tuesday of 
February. 


47 


1873, Article VIII. 

Sec. 4. Method of Conducting Elections. Secrecy. All 
by the citizens shall be by ballot or by such oilier niethocl a 
prescribed by law: Provided, That .secrecy in voting be p 
(Amendment of November 5, 1001.) 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 32. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. Ill, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. Ill, Sec. 2. 

Section four of article eight of this Ooiustilulion originall; 
follows: 

Sec. 4, All elections by the citlztMus hIuiH hi* hy hnllut, lOvcry ' 
voted shall be numbered in the order In wlitch it slutll hi* rcccivi^d 
the number recorded by the election oineiTs on the list of voters, op] 
the name of the elector who presenhs the hnllot . Any eli'eior may *wri 
name upon his ticket or enuse the namo to hi* written thereon and atl 
by a citizen of the district. Tlie election ot!i«*erH .shall he sworn c 
firmed not to disclose how any cleet4»r shidl have voted nnleMH rcnuii 
do so as witnesses in a judicial proccNling, 

Sec. 5. Privileges of Electors. nlmll in all axHi 

treason, felony and breach or .surtdy tho ihn-ioo, Ih* privile 
arrest during their attendanct^ on tdoclitaiH, and Jo genng t< 
tnrnmg therefrom. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. HI, Sec a. 

Constitution of 18,18, Art. Ilf, Her. 3. 

Sec. 6. Voting when Engaged in Military Service. Whet! 
of the qualified eledtu'N of this fointiKiti wealth slinll lie In «,• 
tary service, under n retiuisiliou fntm the I’l’esideiit of Ih 
States or by the authority of thi.s <’onituotiw,‘allh, such <>lee 
exercise the right of sutfrage iti Jill eleeticm,H l*y (lie idtizej 
such regulations as are or sliall lie jiieserilied by law. as fi 
they were present at their ustini idnceH of elerthm, 

Oorrespondliig provlslonii «f iirior <*>itmitin(i«it« 

Go&fititutiou of Art. (It, M(*(* i, t V.'ilhilittt Atoioi.tinottf .»f tS 

Sec. 7. Uniformity of Election Laws, ttegistration of 
All laws regulating the holding of eleetlotw by the eitizens < 
registration of electors shall lie nuiforut (liiougiuini ih«* H 
laws regulating and requiring tlie regisiiatjon of ele. tops ni 
acted to apply to cities only, [irovided timt .sm li laws f«i na 
cities of the same class. ( A mend men t of XovemlM-r r>, ilMIl 
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Section seven of article eight of tliis Constitution originally read 
as follows: 

Sec. 7. All laws regulating the holding of clectious by the citizens or 
for the registration of electors shall be uniform throughout the State, 
but no elector shall be deprived of the privilege of voting by reason of his 
name not being registered. 

Sec. 8. Bribery at Elections. Challenging of Electors. Any per- 
son who shall give, or promise oi‘ offer to give, to an elector, any 
money, reward or other valuable consideration for his vote at an elec- 
tion, or for withholding the same, or who shall give or promise to 
give such consideration to any other person or party for such electors’ 
vote or for the withholding thereof, and any elector who shall receive 
or agree to receive, for himself or for another, any money, reward or 
other valuable consideration for his vote at an election, or for with- 
holding the same, shall thereby forfeit the right to vote, at such (dc<-- 
tion, and any elector whose right to vote shall be challenged for such 
cause before the election officers, shall he required to swear or affirm 
that the matter of the challenge is untrue before his vote shall be re- 
ceived. 

Corrosponding provishma of prior Constitutions : 

Constitution of 1770, Sec. 32. 

Sec. 9. Violation of Election Laws. Any pcu-son wlio sliall, while a 
candidate for office, be guilty of bribery, fraud or willful violation 
of any election law, shall be forever disqualifle<l from holding an office 
of trust or i»rofif in this (Commonwealth; and any person convicted 
of willful violation of the election laws shall, in uddifion to any pen- 
alties provided by law, be deprive<l of tlie right of sufl'rag(! uhsolufely 
for a term of four years. 

Oorrospimdiiijr provisiotiH of prhir Ooimtitutfons: 

Constitution of 177(1, Sec. iVi. 

Sec. 10. Witnesses in Contested Elections and Election Investiga- 
tions. In trials of coultwted ek'clions and In proctu'dingH for the 
investigation of eUmtions, no piirson sliull he permitted to withhold 
his testimony upon the ground fhat it may criminate himself or stih- 
ject him to public infamy; hut such testimony shall not afterwards he 
used against him in any judicial procee<lings except for perjury in giv- 
ing such testimony. 

Sec. 11. Election Districts. Townships, and wards of cities or 
boroughs, shall form or be divided into election districts of compact 
and contiguous territory, in such manner as the court of quarter ses- 
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sions of the city or county in which the same are located may dii’Gci; 
hut districts in cities of over one hundred thousand inhabitants sbali 
be divided by the courts of quarter sessions, having jurisdictioB 
therein, whenever at the next preceding election more than two htui* 
dred and fifty votes shall have been polled therein ; and other election 
districts whenever the court of the proper county shall be of opinM 
that the convenience of the electors and the public interests will te 
promoted thereby. 

Sec. 12. Elections by Persons in Representative Capacity. M 
elections by person in a representative capacity shall be viva voce. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. Ill, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. Ill, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 13. Residence of Electors. For the purpose of voting no per- 
son shall be deemed to have gained a residence by reason of his preis- 
euce, or lost it by reason of his absence, while employed in the service, 
either civil or military, of this State or of the United States, nor while 
engaged in the navigation of the waters of the State or of the United 
States, or on the high seas, nor while a student of any institution oi 
learning, nor while kept in any poorhouse or other asylum at pnbli( 
expense, nor while confined in public prison. 

Sec. 14. Election Officers. District election boards shall conshd 
of a judge and two inspectors, who shall be chosen annually by the 
citizens. Each elector shall have the right to vote for the judge and 
one inspector, and each inspector shall appoint one clerk. The 
election hoard for any new district shall be selected, and vacancies in 
election boards filled, as shall be provided by law. Election officers 
shall be privileged from arrest upon days of election, and while eii 
gaged in making np and transmitting returns, except upon warrant 
of a court of record or judge. thereof, for an election fraud, for felony 
or for wanton breach of the peace. In cities they may claim exemp 
lion from jury duty during their terms of service. 

Sec. 15. Disqalifications for Election Officer. No person shall be 
qualified to serve as an election officer who shall hold, or shall within 
two months have held, any office, appointment or employment in oi 
under the government of the United States, or of this State, or of anj 
city, or county, or of any municipal board, commission or trust in au^ 
city, save only justices of the peace and aldermen, notaries public and 
persons in the militia service of the State; nor shall any election ofli 
cer be eligible to any civil office to be filled at an election at which 
he shall serve, save only to such subordinate municipal or local offices, 
below the grade of city or county offices, as shall be designated b;s 
general law. 
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Sec. 16. Overseers of Elections. The courts of common pleas of 
the several counties of tlie Commonweal (h shall have power, within 
their respective jurisdict ions, to appoint overseers of election to super- 
vise the proceed! nji;s of election othcers and to make i*eport.to the court 
as may be required; such appointments to be made for any district 
in a city or county U|)on petition of live citizens, lawful voters of such 
election district, setting forih that such appointment is a reasonable 
precaution to seciire the {)nrity and fairness of eleetions; overseers 
shall be two in number for an election distriet, shall be residents 
therein, and shall be persons (pialitied to s(U*ve upon eleetion l)oards, 
and in each case members of ditfereut political ])ar(ies; whenever the 
members of an election board shall ditfer in opinion the overseers, 
if they shall be agrexnl thei'eon, shall decide the (piestion of dilference; 
in appointing overseers of ekadion all the law judges of the proper 
court, able to act at tln^ time, shall concur in the af>pointments made. 

Sec. 17. Trial of Contested Elections. The trial and determina- 
tion of contested elections of electors of Ih-esident and Vice President, 
members of the (General Assembly, and of all public ollicers, whether 
State, judicial, municipal or kx/al, shall be by the <*onrts of law, or 
by one or more of the law judg(‘s tli(‘r(‘of ; the (General Assemblj shall, 
by general law, designate the courts an<l judges by whom the several 
classes of election (‘on tests shall he tri<al, and n^gulate the manner of 
trial and all matters incideut thereto; but no such law asHigning Jur- 
isdietion, or r(‘gnlating its exer(‘is(», shall apply to any contewt arising 
out of an election held before its passage. 


ARTICLE IX. 

TAXATION AND FINANCE. 

Sac, 1. Taxes to be Uniform. Exemptions, All taxes Hhall be 
uniform, upon i\w. same* (dass of subjeads, within the (errifoHal limits 
of the authority hnying the tax, and shall la* levical and colleeted Ufi’ 
dec general laws; hut tin* Oemu’al Asmanbly may, by general laws, 
exempt from taxation public piaqandy ii.s<»d for public^ purposes, actual 
places of religious worslui), places (jf burial !iot used or held for 
private or eorporati* pndit, and iastitiitiims of purely public charity. 

Sec. 2. Exemption from Taxation Limited. Ail laws exempting 
property from taxation, other than the property above enumerated, 
shall be void. 
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Sec. 3. Taxation of Cerporations. Tlie power to tax corporatiojt^ 
and corporate property shall not be surrendered or suspended by ait/ 
contract or grant to wliicli.the State shall be a party. 

Sec. 4. Limitation on State Debt. No debt shall be created by 0^ 
on behalf of the State, except to supply casual deficiencies of revenu^^ 
repel invasions, suppress insurrection, defend the State in war, or 
pay existing debt ; and the debt created to supply deficiencies in rev^" 
nue shall never exceed in the aggregate at any one time, one miUiot^ 
of dollars. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution og 1838, Art. XI, Secs. 1, 2, (Amendment of 1857). 

Sec. 5. Limitation on State Loans. All laws, authorizing the hot' 
rowing of money by and on behalf of the State, shall specify the pnf' 
pose for which the money is to be used, and the money so borrowed 
shall be used for the purpose specified and no other. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. XI, Secs. 1, 2, (Amendment of 1S57). 

Sec. 6. State Credit not to be Pledged. The credit of the Com- 
monwealth shall not be pledged or loaned to any individual, company^ 
corporation or association, nor shall the Commonwealth become a 
joint owner or stockholder in any company, association or corpora- 
tion. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. XI, Sec. 5, (Amendment of 1857). 

Sec. 7. Municipalities not to Become Stockholders in Corpora- 
tions, etc., nor Loan Credit. The General Assembly shall not anthor- 
ize any county, city, borough, township or incorporated district to be- 
come a stockholder in any company, association or corporation, or to 
obtain or appropriate money for, or to loan its credit to, any corpora- 
tion, association, institution or individual. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838 j Art. XI, Sec. 7, (Amendment of 1857). 

Sec. Sr Debts of Municipalities. Debt of Philadelphia. The debt 
of any county, city, borough, township, school district, or other muni- 
cipality or incorporated district, except as herein provided, shall never 
exceed seven per centum upon the assessed value of the taxable prop- 
erty therein, nor shall any such municipality or district incur any new 
debt, or increase its indebtedness to an amount exceeding two per cen- 
tum upon such assessed valuation of property, without the consent of 
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the electors thereof ^ i)Hblic elec^lioii iti siieii manner as shall be 
provided by law; bat any city, the debt of which on the first day of 
January, one thousand eiglit hundred and seveu(y-four, exceeded seven 
per centum of such assessed valuation, and has not since been reduced 
to less than such per cenliini, may be uudiorixed by law to increase the 
same three j}ev centum iu the aj 2 ;p;rep:aie, at any (uie time, upon such 
valuation. The city of Piiiladelphia, upon the conditions hereinafter 
set forth, may increase its indebtedness to the extent of three per 
centum in excess of seven ])ei‘ centum upon s\i<‘h assesseil valuation 
for the specific pur'pose of pi'oviding for all or any of the following 
purposes, — to wit: For the construction and improvement of sub- 
ways, tunnels, railways, elevated railways, and other transit facili- 
ties; for the construction and improvement of wharves and docks, 
and for the reclamation of land to be used in the construction of 
wharves and docks, owned or to be owned by said city. Such in- 
crease, however, shall only he made with the assent of the electors 
thereof at a public (dection, to Ik^ ludd in such manner as shall he 
provided by law. In ascertaining the Inirrowing capacity of said 
city of Philadelphia, at any time, then^ shall be excluded from the 
calculation a credit, wli(u*e tlie work resulting from any previous ex- 
penditure, for any o!ie or morc^ of tlu^ Hfjccific pur[K)seH hereinabove 
enumerated shall be yieldirig to said city an annual current net t^He* 
mie; the amount of which (‘redil shall he ascc^rtaimHl by capitalizing 
the annual net revtuuu^ during the yemr imme<liately [M'ec(‘(ling the 
time of such ase(‘rtninm(mt. Hnch capitalization shall 1 h" accom- 
plished by ascertaining (he principal amount which w<mld yield such 
annual current net r(*vc‘nue, at the^ averagi^ rate of interest, and sink- 
ing-fund charges fmyabU^ upon (hc» iud(dd(*dness incurred by said city 
for such purposes, up to th(‘ time of such aH<’(U’tainment. The meftiod 
of determining such aimmnt, so to he exclude<l <ir allowed as a credit, 
may he prescribed by the (lenernl Assemhly. 

In incurring iiKlebteduess for niiy one or more o( said ptir|»oHes 
of construction, improvement, or landaninthm, the city of PhiliHleb 
phia may issue its ohligations maturing not later tliim fifty years from 
the date thereof, with provlsum fttr a sinking fuml sufllcient io retire 
said obligation at maturity, the payineiitH to stich sinking fuml to be 
in ecpml or graded annual instalments. Hindi oldigntioriH may be in 
an amount sufileient to provide for and may include the amount of 
the interest and siiikingdund clinrges accruing and which may accrue 
thereon throughout the period of construction and until the expira- 
tion of one year after the completion of tlie work for which salil 
indebtedness shall have been incurred; and said city shall not ha re- 
quired to levy a tax to pay said interest and sinking-fund charges, as 
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required by section ten of article nine of the Constitution of Pennsyl- 
vania, until the expiration of said period of one year after the com- 
pletion of such work. (Amendment of November 2, 1915) . 

Section eight of article nine of this Constitution was also amended 
November 7, 1911, which amendment read as follows : 

Sec. 8, The debt of any county, city, boroua-h, township, school dis- 
trict, or other municipality or incorporated district, except as herein 
provided, shall never exceed seven per centum upon the assessed value 
of the taxable property therein, nor shall any such municipality or dis- 
trict incur any new debt, or increase its indebtedness to an amount 
exceeding two per centum upon such assessed valuation of property, with- 
out the assent of the electors thereof at a public election in such manner 
as shall be provided by law ; hut any city, the debt of which now exceeds 
seven per centum of such assessed valuation, may be authorized by law 
• to increase the same three per centum, in the aggregate, at any one time, 
upon such valuation, except that any debt or debts hereinafter incurred 
by the city and county of Philadelphia for the construction and develop- 
ment of subways for transit purposes, or for the construction of wharves 
and docks, or the reclamation of land to be used in the construction of 
a system- of wharves and docks, as public improvements, owned or to 
be owned by said city and county of Philadelphia, and which shall yield 
to the city and county of Philadelphia current net revenue in excess of 
the interest of said debt or debts and of the annual instalments necessary 
for the cancellation of said debt or debts, may be excluded in ascertain- 
ing the power of the city and county of Plul«‘idelphia to become otherwise 
indebted: Provided, That a sinking fund for their cancellation shall be 
established and maintained, 

Section eight of article nine of this Constitution originally read as 
follows : 

Sec. 8. The debt of any county, city, borough, township, school dis- 
trict or other municipality or incorporated district, except as lu'rtun i>ro- 
vided, shall never exceed seven per centum upon the nss<*Hsed valu<" of 
the taxable property therein, nor shall any such municipality or district 
incur any new debt, or increase its indebted ik'hh to an amount exceeding 
two per centum upon such aHS(‘ssed valuation of projierty, without the as- 
sent of the electors thereof at a public election in such manner as shall be 
provided by law; but any city, the debt of which now exciuuls seven per 
centum of such assessed valuation, may he authorized by law to incr<‘ase 
the same three per centum, in the aggregate at any one. time, upon stich 
valuation . 

Sec. 9. Municipal Debt not to be Assumed by State. Exceptions. 
The Commonwealtb shall not assume the debt, or any part thereof, of 
any city, county, borough or township, unless such debt shall have 
been enacted to enable the State to repel invasion, suppress domestic 
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insurrection, defend itself in time of war, or to assist the State in the 
discharge of any portion of its present iudcldedness. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. XI, See. 0. fAmcndniont of 

Sec. 10. Tax to Liquidate Municipal Debts. Any county, town- 
ship, school district or other nuiniciitality incurring tmy indebtednesH 
shall, at or before the time of so doing, provide for (lie collection 
of an annual tax sufficient to pay the interest and also the priiieipiil 
thereof within thirty years. 

Sec. 11. State Sinking Fund. To provide for (he payment of the 
present State debt, and any additiomtl debt contriicted tis nforesaitl, 
the General Assembly shall eontinne and msiintain the sinking fund, 
sufScient to pay the accruing interest on such debt, ami atmmdly to 
reduce the principal thereof by a sum not less than (wo hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars; the said sinking fund shall eonsist of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public works or any part thereof, and of the 
income or proceeds of the sale of ttny stocks owiumI by the Common- 
wealth, together with other fnmis ttnd re.source.s tlmt may he <lesig- 
nated by law, and shall he inemi.sed from lime to time by aHsigning 
to it any part of the taxes or other revemies of the Htate not retpiired 
for the ordinary and current experise.s of government: tind unless in 
case of war, invasion or itiHurreetion, no part of the said sinking fund 
shall be used or applied otherwise* than in the extinguishment of the 
public debt. 

Corresponding proviHlonn of prinr 

Constitution of Art. XI, See, t, ( Atueiiihneiit »»f 

Sec. 12. Surplus State Funds, Investments. The nKim'ys of the 
State, over and above the necessary reserve, sliidl he nstul in the pay- 
ment of the debt of the Httitti, either <llre<’tly «ir tlirongli the sink- 
ing fund, and the niomtys ttf tlm sinking fund .sluill ttever be itivi'sted 
in or loaned upon the s(*enrit.v of jtii.v thing, except the bonds of the 
United States or of this Htnte. 

Sec. 13. Reserve Fund Limited. Monthly Statements of Reserve 
Funds, The moneys held jis neeessary reserve sludl he llmltetl by 
law to the amount retpilretl for current t'xpenses. ami shall he seeured 
and kept as may he provided by law. Monthly MfutemeJits shaU be 
published showing the jimount of such mtmtyM, where the same are de- 
posited, and how secured. 

Sec. 14. Punishment for Misuse of State Moneys. The making of 
profit out of the public moneys or using the siime for any pur{K>8e 
not authorized by law by any officer of the State, or member or 
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officer of the General Assembly, shall be a misdemeanor and slu 
punished as may be provided by law, but part of such punish 
shall be disqualification to hold office for a period of not less thai 
years. 

Sec. IS. Municipal Indebtedness for Certain Public Works, 
obligations which have been heretofore issued, or which may here 
be issued, by any county or municipality, other than Philadelphi 
provide for the construction or acquisition of waterworks, sub^ 
underground railways or street railways, or the appurten^ 
thereof, shall be considered as a debt of a municipality, withii 
meaning of section eight of article nine of the Constitution of 1 
sylvania or of this amendment, if the net revenue derived from 
property for a period of five years, either before or after the ac( 
tion thereof, or, where the same is constructed by the county or r 
cipality, after the completion thereof, shall have been sufficient t( 
interest and sinking-fund charges during said period upon said ol 
tions, or if the said obligations shall be secured by liens upon tl 
spective properties, and shall impose no municipal liability. ^ 
muncipalities or counties shall issue obligations to provide fo 
construction of property, as herein provided, said miinicipaliti 
counties may also issue obligations to provide for the interesi 
sinking-fund charges accruing thereon until said properties shall 
been completed and in operation for a period of one year; and 
municipalities and counties shall not be reqxiired to levy a t{ 
pay said interest and sinking fund charges, as required by se 
ten of article nine of the Constitution of Pennsylvania, until 
said properties shall have been operated by said counties or m\ 
palities during said period of one year. Any of the said inunic 
ties or counties may incur indebtedness in excess of seven per 
turn, and not exceeding ten per centum, of the assessed valuati^ 
the taxable property therein, if said increase of itidebtedness 
have been assented to by three-fifths of the electors voting at a p 
election, in such manner as shall be provided by law. (Amend 
of November 4, 1913). 

(Note. Article nine of this Constitution, in its oria^inal form, cousistO'! < 
fourteen sections.) 
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ARTror.E X. 
lODlTCATION. 

Sec. 1. Public School System. The liciieral AH.s<‘iuhly sluill pro- 
vide for the mainteiunu-e aii<i Hupport of a thorough and etlU-iont aya- 
tem of public schoola, wluuH'in all the children of tliia (lonunornvealth 
above the age of six years may he educated, ami shall appropriate at 
least one million dollars each year for that purpose. 

Corresponding provinionH of pritir Conatltution8: 

Constitution of 1776 » Sot*. 41. 

Constitution of 17iK), Art. Vll, Ser. I. 

Constitution of IR'iH, Art. VII, Sir*. 1. 

Sec. 2. Diversion of School Moneys to Sectarian Schools. No 
money raised for the ntiport of the* piihlie h<'!uk>Ih of the Coininoro 
wealth shall be appropriated to or uhchI tor the Hupport of any mv- 
tarian school. 

Sec. 3. Women Eligible as School Officers. Women of twenty» 
one years of age ami upwanln, sfuill !h‘ eiigitde to any offi<*<» of i»ontrcil 
or management ntider tlie sehool lawn <if thin Htate. 


AUTKU.M XI. 

MltJVlA. 

Sec. 1. Militia to be Orgatiir.ed . Maititeinincii. Kjoimption from 
Service, The freemen of this c’oniinoiiwenith Htmll Im nrmed, orgaft’ 
ized and disei|dine<l for I(h defensi* wlnni lutd in nnelt itnitinee iim tniiy 
be directed by law* The (leneriil AHHoinldy atiiill provide for mitln- 
taining the militia by appropriiitloim from the Treitnitry tif the t’oiie 
monwealth^ and may eiempt from military Heevire pernoim having eoit' 
scientioim seruplen againnt bearing anna, 

Corragprmdlng proviHli»ii« «if prlur C'lrnfielmfliiiw; 

Constitutlcm of l77Cb Htftv, fi, 

Oonstitutian t»f I7mi, Art. VI, t 

Constitution of ia*|g, Art. VI, Hw. 2 
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ARTICLE XII. 

PUBLIC OFFICERS. 

Sec. - 1. Election of State and Local Public Officers. All office] 
whose selection is not provided for in this Constitution, shall 
elected or appointed as may be directed by law : Provided, That eh 
tions of State officers shall be held on a general election day, ai 
elections of local officers shall be held on a municipal election da 
except when, in either case, special elections may be required to 1 
unexpired terms. (Amendment of November 2, 1909). 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VI, Sec. 8. 

Section one of article twelve of this Constitution originally read 
follows: 

Sec. 1. All officers, whose selection is not provided for in this Con- 
stitution, shall be elected or appointed as may be directed by law. 

Sec. 2. Incompatible Offices. No member of Congress from tl 
State, nor any perKSon holding or exercising any office or appointmc 
of trust or profit under the United States, shall at the same time he 
or exercise any office in this State to which a saLary, fees or perqui 
tes shall be attached. The General Assembly may by law decU 
what officers are incompatible. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IT, Sec. S. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VI, Sec. 8 

Sec. 3. Punishment for Dueling. Any person wlio shall figh1 
duel or send a challenge for that purpose, or be aider or abettor 
fighting a duel, shall he deprived of the right of holding any ofl 
of honor or profit in this State, and may he otherwise punished 
shall he prescribed by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VI, Sec. 10. 
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ART! (ILK XIII. 

.\KW COIFNTIKH. 

Sec. 1. Limitation on Erection of New Counties. No new county 
shall be established which .shall reduce any coualy (<> leas than four 
hundred square milc.s, or (o h'.ss (haa tweiily (housand inhabitanta; 
nor shall any coutily be formtsl of bsss area, or <'oa(aining a leas 
population; nor .shall any line thereof pas-s within ten intleH of the 
county seat of any county {iroiK»H(‘d to be <Iivid<*d. 

Corresponding provwioiiH of prior (IiuiMtitutioiiH: 

Constitution of ISW. Art. XII, ( Vtnoiulmonl of IS.’t7). 


ARTKddO XI\L 
(lOUNTY (ib’FK’KUH. 

Sec .1. County Officers, (’ounty otlleer.s slinll cotiaist of Mhcrlffs, 
coroners, prothonotarica. rc^ji.stcr.s <if wills, recorders of deeds, eoiu- 
mis.sionerH, treaKurers, surv«yors, auditors or e<int rollers, clerics of 
the couils, distriet al(orn(*y.s, and sin'h olbers as auiv from time to 
time be eHtablished by law; aatl uo sheriir or f reusurer shall Ik^ ell- 
f[ible for llie tiirui at^xl ^sueei'edia^ the fine f<ir wlu<‘h h** iiiuv bii 
elected. 

Sec. 2 . Election of County Ortlcers. Ttsrmft. Varanrie.s. (kumty 
officers shall b<s eleefed at the muaieljiiil eleelina.s and shall hold their 
offices for the term of fotn* years. IieKlntiif(« »m itn' (irsi ,\fonttay of 
January next jifter their i*teel((tn, and until their stns'esstirs shall 
be duly qualllled ; all vaenneies not ftthervvls(« lo-otided for, shall be 
filled In such manner us may la* {irov filed by law. t Amendment of 

November 2, limi 

Corrp«iKtnding pi-ovlsluit-s of prior < 'oimtiliiHiiiei: 

Oon«titiitiim of 177«. See, .'it, 

Confftitiitioa of I'mi, Art, VI, .See, 1 
ConrtUutioii of ia"!8. Art. VI, .S.-cs, I. a, 

Section two of an article fonrtwn «»f this Cunstitntion orltriiiallv 
read as follows: ^ 
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Sec. 2. County officers shall \w. clcetod at the Keiiornl eli'ctioiis and shall 
hold their offices for the term of three year.s, heKiiuunK on the first Mon- 
day of January next after their election, and until their siu-eessors shall 
he duly qualified: all vacancies not oth(>rwise imovhh'd for shall be filled 
in such manner as may he provided by law. 

Sec. 3. Qualifications. No person shall he appointed to any of- 
fice within any connty who shall not liavt' been a eitizen and an iu- 
liabitant therein one year next before his appointment, if the county 
shall have been so long erected, but if it shall not have been so long 
erected, then within the limits of the county or counties out ol 
which it shall have been taken. 

Sec .4. Where Ofifices Shall Be Kept. Prothonotarics, clerks ol 
the courts, recorders of deeds, regist(>rs of wills, county surveyors 
and sheriffs, shall keep their oiru'cs in tin' <'ounly town of th<‘ e<mnh 
in which they respectively slnill he ofluu'rs. 

Corresponding provisions of prior ('oiislilution.s: 

Constitution of 1776, See. .'ll. 

Constitution of 17fl0, Art. V, See. 11. 

Art. VI, See. .1 
Constitution of 18, ')8, Art. V, See. 10. 

Art. Vr. See. 1 

Sec. 5. Compensation of County Officer.s. Fees. The eoin])ensa 
tion of county olTicers shall Ik* r(*gulafe<l hy biw, and all connty o) 
fleers who are or may he salarii'd .shall [lay all fe<‘N which they ma 
be authorized to receive, into tin* (rcjisury of the county or Stati 
as may be directed by hiw. In eouiilies containing: over one hnndre 
and fifty thousaiul inhabitants all eoinily <»nieer.s sliall be paid b 
salary, and the salary of any such ofTlc(>r and liis elerk.s. heretofoi 
paid by fees, shall not cxccckI the aggregate amount iif ft'cs curne 
during his term and collected by nr for him. 

Sec. 6. Accountability of Municipal Oflficera. The (ieiierul A 
sembly shall provide by law for the slriet aeciiuiitnliUity of all eonnt; 
townshii) and horoiigh oflicers, as well for tin* fees which may 1 
collected hy them as for all public (tr umnieipal moneys which ini 
be paid to them. 

Sec. 7. County Commissioners and Auditor?!, Three county coi 
missioners and three eoinily au<litor.H shall Itc elceti'd in eaidi eoiuv 
where such officers are chosen, in the year om* tlumsand nine hu 
dred and eleven and every fourth y(*!ir tlierejirier ; and in fheelecth 
of said officers each qualified elector shall voi«‘ for no more tbt 
two persons, and the throe persons having the liighest number 
votes shall be elected; any casual vsicsincy in tin* olllee of coun 
commissioners or county auditor shall be tilled, !ty tin* court of co: 
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mon pleas of the county in which such vacancy shall occur, by the 
appointment of an elector of the proper county who shall have voted 
for the commissioner or auditor whose place is to be filled. (Amend- 
ment of November 2, 1909). 

Section seven of article fourteen of this Constitution originally 
read as follows: 

Sec. 7. Three county commissioners and three county auditors shall be 
elected in each county where such officers are chosen, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and seventy- five and every third year thereafter; 
and in the election of said officers each qualifi(‘d elector shall vote for no 
more than two persons, and the three persons having the highest number 
of votes shall be elected ; any casual vacancy in the office of county com- 
missioner or county auditor shall be filled by the court of common pleas 
of the county in which such vacancy shall occur, by the appointment of 
an elector of the proper county who shall have voted for the commissioner 
or auditor whose place is to be filled. 


ARTICLE XV. 

CITIKS AND CdTY CHARTERS. 

Sec. 1. When Cities May Be Chartered. Cities may be <‘harlei*ed 
whenever a majority of the electors of any town or borough linving 
a pop\ilation of at least ten thousand shall vote at any general 
election in favor of the same. 

Sec. 2. Debts Incurred by Municipal Commissions. No debt shall 
be contracted or liai)ility incurnhl l>y any municii>al commission, 
except in pursnanco of an appropi-iation previously made therefor 
by the municipal government. 

Sec. 3. City Sinking Fund. lOvery city shall create a sinking 
fund, which shall be inviolably pledged for (lie payment of its funded 
debt. 


ARTICLE XVI. 

PRIVATE CORPORAT lONH. 

Sec. 1. Certain Unused Charters Void. All existing charters, or 
grants of special or exclusive privileges, under which a bona fide 
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organization shall not have taken place and business been commenced 
in good faith, at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, shall 
thereafter have no validity. 

Sec. 2. Conditions Imposed on Certain Benefits to Corporations. 
The General Assembly shall not remit the forfeiture of the charter 
of any corporation now existing, or alter or amend the same, or pass 
any other general or special law for the benefit of such corporation, 
except upon the condition that such corporation shall thereafter hold 
its charter subject to the provisions of this Constitution. 

Sec. 3. State’s Right of Eminent Domain. Police Power. The 
exercise of the right of eminent domain shall never be abridged or so 
construed as to prevent the General Assembly finm taking the prop- 
erty and franchise of incorporated companies, and subjecting them 
to public use, the same as the property of individuals ; and the exer- 
cise of the police power of the State shall never he abridged or so 
construed as to permit corporations to conduct their business in such 
manner as to infringe the equal rights of individuals or the general 
well-being of the State. 

Sec. 4. Corporate Elections. In all elections for directors or 
managers of a* corporation each member or shareholder may cast 
the whole number of his votes for one candidate, or distribute them 
upon two or more candidates, as he may prefer. 

Sec. 5. Foreign Corporations. JS'o foreign corporation shall do 
any business in this State without having one or more known places 
of business and an authorized agent or agents in the same upon 
whom process may be served. 

Sec. 6. Corporate Powers. Real Estate. !No corporation . shall 
engage in any business other than that expressly authorized in its 
charter, nor shall it take or hold any real estate except such as may 
be necessary and proper for its legitimate business. 

Sec. 7. Stocks and Bonds. Increase of Indebtedness. No corpo- 
ration shall issue stocks or bonds except for money, labor done, or 
money or property actually received; and all fictitious increase of 
stock or indebtedness shall be void. The stock and indebtedness 
of corporations shall not he increased except in pursuance of general 
law, nor without the consent of the persons holding the larger amount 
in value of the stock, first obtained at a meeting to be held after 
sixty days notice given in pursuance of law. 

Sec. 8. Property Taken, Injured or Destroyed by Private and 
Municipal Corporations. Municipal and other corporations and in- 
dividuals invested with the privilege of taking private property for 
public use shall make just compensation for property taken, injured 
or destroyed by the construction or enlargement of their works. 


62 



1873, Article XVI. 


highways or improvements, which compensation shall he paid or se- 
cured before such taking, injury or destruction. The General Assembly 
is hereby prohibited from depriving any irerson of an appeal from any 
preliminary assessment of damages against any such corporations 
or individuals made by viewers or otherwise; and the amount of such 
damages in all cases of appeal shall on the demand of either party be 
determined by a jury according to the course of the common law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VII, Sec. 4. 

Sec. 9. Banking Laws. Every banking law shall provide for the 
registry and countersigning, by an officer of the State, of all notes 
or bills designed for circulation, and that ample security to the full 
amount thereof shall be deposited with the Auditor General for the 
redemption of such notes or bills. 

Sec. 10. Revocation and Alteration of Corporate Charters. New 
Charters. The General Assembly shall have the power to alter, re- 
voke or annul any charter of incorporation now existing and re- 
vokable at the adoption of this Constitution, or any that may here- 
after be created, whenever in their opinion it may be injurious to 
the citizens of this Commonwealth, in such manner, however, that 
no injustice shall be done to tlie corporators. No law hereafter en- 
acted shall create, renew or extend the charter of more than one 
corporation. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, See. 20, 20. (Hco. 2(t, Amendment of i8.'i7). 
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Sec. 11. Notice of Application for Bank Charter. Terra. No 
corporate body to imssesH hanking and disi-onniing privileges shall 
be created or organized in [iursuanceof any hiw without three months’ 
previous public notice, at the place of the inlended local ion, of the 
intention to apply for such privileges, in such manner as shall he 
prescribed by law, nor shall a charter for such i>rivUege he granted 
for a longer period than twenty years. 

Corresponding provii^lons of prior CouHtltutlons: 

Constitution of 18.38, Art, 1, Hae. 2f1. 

Sec. 12. Regulation of Telegraph Lines. Any aHHociation or corpo- 
ration organized for the purpose, or any individual, shall have the 
right to construct and maintain lines of telegraph within this State, 
and to connect the same with other lines, and the General Assembly 
shall, by general law of uniform operation, provide reasonable regu- 
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lotions to ^ve full effect to tliis section. !No telegruphi compuny sliS-U 
consolidate with, or hold a controlling interest in the stock or bonds 
of, any other telegraph company owning a competing line, or ac- 
quire, by purchase or otherwise, any other competing line of tele- 
graph. 

Sec. 13. Meaning of Term ^^Corporations.^^ The term ^^corpora- 
tions,” as used in this article, shall be construed to include all joint- 
stock companies or associations having any of the powers or privi- 
leges of corporations not possessed by individuals or partnerships. 


ARTICLE XVII. 

RAILROADS AMD CANALS. 

Sec. 1. To Be Public Highways and Common Carriers. Connec- 
tion with Other Lines. All railroads and canals shall be public 
highways, and all railroad and canal companies shall be common 
carriers. Any association or corporation organized for the purpose 
shall have the right to construct and operate a railroad between any 
points within this State, and to connect at the State line with rail- 
roads of other States. Every railroad company shall have the right 
with its road to intersect, connect with or cross any other railroad; 
and shall receive and transport each the others passengers, tonnage 
and cars loaded or empty, without delay or discrimination. 

Sec. 2. Stock Transfer Office. Books. Every railroad and canal 
corporation organized in this State shall maintain an office therein 
where transfers of its stock shall be made, and where its books shall 
be kept for inspection by any stockholder or creditor of such corpo- 
ration, in which shall be recorded the amount of capital stock sub- 
scribed or paid in, and by whom, the names of the owners of its 
stock and the amounts owned by them, respectively, the transfers 
of said stock, and the names and places of residence of its officers. 

Sec. 3. No Discrimination in Service. All individuals, associa- 
tions and corporations shall have equal right to have persons and 
property transported over railroads and canals, and no undue or 
unreasonable discrimination shall be made in charges for, or in 
facilities for, transportation of freight or passengers within the 
State or coming from or going to any other State. Persons and 
property transported over any railroad shall be delivered at any 
station at charges not exceeding the charges for transportation of 
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persons and property of the same class in the same direction to any 
more distant station; hut excursion and commutation tickets may 
be issued at special rates. 

Sec. 4. Consolidation Prohibited. Restrictions on Officers. No 
railroad, canal or other corporation, or the lessees, purchasers or 
managers of any railroad or canal corporation, shall consolidate 
the stock, property or franchises of such corporation with, or lease, 
or purchase the works or franchises of, or in any way control any 
other railroad or canal corporation owning or having under its con- 
trol a parallel or competing line; nor shall any officer of such rail- 
road or canal cor|»oraliou act as an oHicer of any other railroad or 
canal corporation owning or having the control of a parallel or com- 
peting line; and the (piestion whether railroads or canals are parallel 
or competing lines shall, when demanded by the party complainant, 
be decided by a jury as in other civil issues. 

Sec, 5. Limitation of Powers. No incorporated company doing 
the business of a common carrier shall, directly or indirectly, prose- 
cute or engage in mining or manufacturing articles for transporta- 
tion over its works ; nor shall such company directly or indirectly 
engage in any other business than that of common carriers, or hold 
or acifuire lands, freehold or leasehohl, directly or indirectly, ex- 
cept such as sliall be necc'ssary for carrying on its business; but any 
mining or manufactui-ing company may carry the products of its 
mines and luanufactiiries on its railroad or canal not exceeding fifty 
miles in length. 

Sec. 6. Officers Not To Be Interested in Contracts. No president, 
director, officm-, agmit or employes! of any railroad or canal company 
shall be interestml, diri'ctly or indirectly, in tlie furnishing of ma- 
terial or HU|tplies to such company, <tr in the business of transporta- 
tion as a <‘onuuon carrim- of I'reight or pas.seng<‘rH over the works 
owned, leaswl, controlled or worked by such company. 

Sec. 7. Discrimination and Preferences Prohibited. No discrimi- 
nuliou in chargeM or facilities for transportation shall be made be- 
tween transportation companies and individuals, or in favor of either, 
by abatement, drawback or olberwise, and no railroad or canal com- 
pany, or any Icshoc, manag(!r or employee thereof, shall make any pre- 
ferences In furnishing ears or motive power. 

Sec. 8. Passes Prohibited. No railroail, railway or other trans- 
portation company shall grant free passes, or [lasses at a discount, to 
any person except ollleers or employes of the company. 

Sec. 9. Street Railways. N’<» street passenger railway shall be 
constructed within the limits of any city, borough or township, with- 
out the consent of its local authorities. 
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persons and property of the same olass in the same direction to any 
more distant station; bat excursion and commutation tickets may 
be issued at special rates. 

Sec. 4. Consolidation Prohibited. Restrictions on Officers. No 
railroad, canal or other corporation, or the lessees, purchasers or 
managers of any railroad or canal corporation, shall consolidate 
the stock, property or franchises of such corimration with, or lease, 
or purchase the works or fi’anchises of, or in any way control any 
other railroad or canal corporation owning or having under its con- 
trol a parallel or competing lim-; nor shall any officer of such rail- 
road or canal corporation act as an officer of any other railroad or 
canal corporation owning or having the control of a parallel or com- 
peting line; and the <piestion whether railroads or canals are parallel 
or competing lines shall, when demanded by the party complainant, 
be decided by a jury as in other civil issues. 

Sec. 5. Limitation of Powers. No incorporated company doing 
the business of a common carrier sliall, directly or indirectly, prose- 
cute or engage in mining or manufacturing articles for transporta- 
tion over its works; nor shall such company directly or indirectly 
engage in any other busiiu-ss than that of common carriers, or hold 
or ac<pure lamls, freehold or leasehold, directly or indirectly, ex- 
cept such as shall be m'ccssary for carrying on its business; but any 
mining or manufacturing company may carry the products of its 
miiuis and manufactories on its raili'oad or canal not exceeding fifty 
miles in length. 

Sec. 6. Officers Not To Be Interested in Contracts. No president, 
director, officer, ag<*nt or employe'** of any railroad or canal company 
shall he intereslcd, <lircclly or imlirc;ctly, in the furnishing of ma- 
terial or supplies (o such company, or in Ihe hnsiness of transporta- 
tion as a com limn cnrri«‘r of freiglil or passengers over the works 
owned, leased, controlled or worked hy such company. 

Sec. 7. Discrimination and Preferences Prohibited. No discriml- 
luitUm In charges or facilities htr Iraiisporlalioii Khali he made be- 
tween traiisjiortation companies and imllvidualH, or in favor of either, 
by abatement, druwhnrk <ir oflierwise, uml no railroad or canal com- 
pany, or any U'Hsi'e, inunager or einployei* (liereof, shall make any pre- 
ferences in furnishing cius ttr motive power. 

Sec. 8. Passes Prohibited. N<» lailrond, railway or other trans- 
portation comiiany shall grant free passes, or pusses at a discount, to 
any person e-xcept officers or emidoyes of the company. 

Sec. 9, Street Railways. .No street passenger railway shall be 
constructed within the limits of any city, borough or township, with- 
out the consent of its local authorities. 
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Sec. 10. Acceptance of this Article. No railroad, canal or other 
transportation company, in existence at the time of the adoption of 
this article, shall have the benefit of any future legislation by general 
or special laws, except on condition of complete acceptance of all 
the provisions of this article. 

Sec. 11. Duties of Secretary of Internal Affairs. The existing 
powers and duties of the Auditor General in regard to railroads, 
canals and other transportation companies, except as to their ac- 
counts, are hereby transferred to the Secretary of Internal Affairs, 
who shall have a general supervision over them, subject to such regu- 
lations and alterations as shall be provided by law; and, in addition 
to the annual reports now required to be naade, said Secretary may 
require special reports at any time upon any subject relating to the 
business of said companies from any officer or officers thereof. 

Sec. 12. Enforcement of this Article. The General Assembly shall 
enforce by appropriate legislation the provisions of this article. 


ARTICLE XVIII. 

FUTURE AMENDMENTS. 

Sec. 1. How Constitution May Be Amended. Any amendment or 
amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in the Senate or 
House of Representatives; and, if the same shall be agreed to by a 
majority of the members elected to each House, such proposed amend- 
ment or amendments shall be entered on their journals with the yeas 
and nays taken thereon, and the Secretary of the Commonwealth 
shall cause the same to be published three months before the next 
general election, in at least two newspapers in every county in which 
such newspapers shall be published; and if, in the General Assembly 
next afterwards chosen, such proposed ametidment or amendments 
shall be agreed to by a majority of tiie members elected to each 
House, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall cause the same 
again to be published in the manner aforesaid; and such jiroposed 
amendment or amendments shall be submitted to the qualified 
electors of the State in such manner, and at such time at least three 
months after being so agreed to by the two Houses, as the General 
Assembly shall prescribe; and, if such amendment or amendments 
shall be approved by a majority of those voting thereon, such amrad- 
ment or amendments shall become a part of the Constitution; but 
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no amendment or ameiulmonta shall be submitted oftener than once 
in five years. When two or moi-o amendments shall be submitted 
they shall be voted upon separately. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 47. 

Constitution of 18»'J8, Art. X. 

Registering, Transferring, Insuring and Guaranteeing Land Titles. 
Laws may be [(assed providing for a sy.stcm of registering, transfer- 
ring, insuring of and guarante(>ing land titles by the State, or by the 
counties thereof, and for settling and determining adverse or other 
claims to and interest in lands the titles to which are so registered, 
transferred, iusure<l, and guaranteed; and for the creation and collec- 
tion of indemnity funds; aiul for carrying the system and powers 
hereby provided for into etl'ect by such existing courts as may be 
designated by the Legislature, and by the establishment of such new 
courts as may be deemed necessary. In matters arising in and under 
the operation of such system, judicial powers, with right of appeal, 
may be conferred by the Ixigislaturo upon county recorders and upon 
other officers by it designutcil. Huch laws may provide for continuing 
the registering, transferring, insuring, and guaranteeing such titles 
after the first or original registration has been perfected by the court, 
and provision may la; nuuU; for raising the necessary funds for ex- 
penses and salaries of ofib'ers, which shall be paid out of the treasury 
of the several counties. (.Vim'ndmeut of November 2, 1916). 

(Note: The fniletl to <lei4igitnte nny iirtide or «eetbn for this amend- 

ment.) 


(HcmicixrLH NO. 1.) 

(AUOI'TIOII WITH TIIIC <5()NHTITirTION). 

That no inconveni«'iH>e may arise from the <’hunge8 in the Consti- 
tution of the Commonwealth, and in order to carry the same into 
complete operation, it is hereby declnriHl, that: 

Sec. 1. When To Take Effect. This Constitution shall take ef- 
fect on the first <lay of .lanunry, In the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and seventy-four, for all purposes not otherwise provided for 
fherein. 

Sec. 2. Former Laws Remain in Force. All laws in force in this 
Commonwealth at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, not 
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inconsistent therewith, and all rights, actions, prosecutions and con- 
tracts, shall continue as if this Constitution had not been adopted. 

Sec. 3. Election of Senators. At the general election in the years 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four and one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-five. Senators shall be elected in all districts 
where there shall be vacancies. Those elected in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and seventy-four shall serve for two years, and 
those elected in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
five shall serve for one year. Senators now elected and those whose 
terms are unexpired shall represent the districts in which they re- 
side until the end of the terms for which they were elected. 

Sec. .4 Election of Senators (Continued). At the general election 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-six. Senators 
be elected from even numbered districts to serve for two years, 
and from odd numbered districts to serve for four years. 

Sec. 5. Election of Governor. The first election of Governor un- 
der this Constitution - shall be at the general election in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five, when a Governor shall 
be elected for three years; and the term of the Governor elected in 
th'e year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight and of those 
thereafter elected shall be for lour years, according to the provisions 
of Ibis Constitution. 

Sec. 6. Election of Lieutenant Governor. At the general election 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-four a Lieutenant 
Governor shall be elected according to the provisions of this Con- 
stitution. 

Sec. 7. Secretary of Internal Affairs. The Secretary of Internal 
Affairs shall be elected at the first general election after the adoption 
of this Constitution; and when the said officer shall be duly elected 
and qualified, the ofilce of Surveyor General shall be abolished. The 
Surveyor General in office at the time of the adoption of this Con- 
stitution shall continue in office until the expiration of the term for 
which he was elected. 

Sec. 8. Superintendent of Public Instruction. When the Super- 
intendent of Public Instruction shall be duly qualified the office of 
Superintendent of Common Schools shall cease. 

Sec. 9. Eligibility of Present Officers. Nothing contained in this 
Constitution shall be construed to render any person now holding 
any State office for a first official term ineligible for re-election at 
the end of such term. 

Sec. 10. Judges of Supreme Court. The judges of the Supreme 
Court in office when this Constitution shall take effect shall continue 
until their commissions severally expire. Two judges in addition to 
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the number now (‘oniponini^ t!io naid court shall be elected at the 
jfiirst general election after the adoption of tliis (louHtitution. 

§ec. 11. Courts of Record. All <*(Mirts of re<‘ord and all existing 
courts which are not s|Hn‘itled in this (h)nstltntion shall continue 
in existence nntil tln^ first dav of n(‘cenihei% in tlie year one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy five, without al»ri<lginent of their present 
jurisdiction, but no longer. The <‘ourt first criminal jurisdiction 
for the counties of SiduiylkilL l^'hanon and Dauphin is hereby 
abolished, and all causes and proceedings pending therein in the 
county of Schuylkill shall he tried ami disposed of in the courts of 
oyer and terminer and (ptarter sessions of the peaee of said county. 

Sec. 12. Registers^ Courts Abolished. Tlie rc‘gisters’ courts now 
in existence shall he ahotisluMl on the first <lay of January next suc- 
ceeding the adoption of this Donstitution, 

Sec. 13. Judicial Districts. Tfie Oeneral Assemldy sliall, at the 
next session after tlie adoption of this Constitniion, designate the 
several judicial districts as recfuired tiy this Constitution. The 
judges in commission wlien sncli designation shall he made shall 
continue during thc^ir uncKpired terms jiulges of the new districts 
in which they resiile: hut, when there shall ho two judges residing in 
the same district, the president judge shall elect to which district 
he shall he aHsigncd, and the adflitional law jmlge shall he assigned 
to the other district. 

Sec. 14. Dccenniiil Adjustment of Judicial Districts. The Gen- 
eral Assembly shall, at tin* ne\t smaceding sivssion after encdi decen- 
nial census and not offener, designate* the several judicial districts 
as reepiired liy this thmstitutiorn 

Sec. 15. Judges in Commission. Judges learned In the law of 
any court of r<H*ord Indding commissioiiH in force at the adoption 
of this Chmstitution sliall hold their r<*speetiv(* offl<s*s until the ex- 
piration of the terms for wtdeti tliey were rommissloned, and until 
their suec(*HHors shnll he duly (fualithsl, The Governor shall com- 
mission tlie president Judge of tin* court of first rriminnl jurisdiction 
for the eonntles of Hrtiuytkifl. Lettarmii and Dauphin as n judge of 
the court of coinfiicui pleas of Hctiiiylkltl county, for the iinexplred 
term of Ills office. 

Sec. 16. President Judgai. Caiting Lots. Atiociate Judges. 
After the expiration of the term of any |iresident jmtge of any court 
of common pleas, in comntlHsIcin at the adopfion of this (loustltnlion, 
the judge of huc*Ii <aiurf learnml In the law and oldest in commission 
shall be the president Judge tliereof; and whim two or more judges 
are elected iit tlie Hiime time in any judicial district they shall de- 
cide by lot whicli shall lie president Judge; hut when a president 
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judge of a court shall he re-elected he shall continue to be president 
judge of that court. Associate judges not learned in the law, elected 
after the adoption of this Constitution, shall be commissioned to hold 
their offices for the term of five years from the first day of January 
next after their election. 

Sec. 17. Compensation of Judges. The General Assembly, at the 
first session after the adoption of this Constitution, shall fix and de- 
termine the compensation of the judges of the Supreme Court and of 
the judges of the several judicial districts of the Commonwealth; 
and the provisions of the fifteenth section of the article on legislation 
sh all not be deemed inconsistent herewith. Nothing contained in this 
Constitution shall be held to reduce the compensation now paid to 
any law judge of this Commonwealth now in commission. 

Sec. 18. Courts of Philadelphia and Allegheny Counties. Organi- 
zation in Philadelphia. The courts of common pleas in the coun- 
ties of Philadelphia and Allegheny shall be composed of the present 
judges of the district court and court of common pleas of said coun- 
ties until their offices shall severally end, and of such other judges 
as may from time to time be selected. For the purpose of first or- 
ganization in Philadelphia the judges of the court number one shall 
be judges Allison, Pierce and Paxson; of the court number two. 
Judges Hare, Mitchell and one other judge to be elected ; of the court 
number three, Judges Ludlow, Finletter and Lynd ; and of the court 
number four. Judges Thayer, Briggs and one other judge to be elected. 
The judge first named shall be the president judge of said courts 
respectively, and thereafter the president judge shall be the judge 
oldest in commission; but any president judge re-elected in the same 
court or district, shall continue to be president judge thereof. The 
additional judges for courts numbers two and four shall bo voted 
for and elected at the first general election after the adoption of this 
Constitution, in the same manner as the two additional judges of 
the Supreme Court, and they shall decide by lot to which court they 
shall belong. Their term of office shall commence on the first Mon- 
day of January, in the year one thousand eight liundred and seventy- 
five. 

Sec. 19. Organization of Courts in Allegheny County. In the 
county of Allegheny, for the purimse of first organization under tliis 
Constitution, the judges of the court of common pleas, at the time 
of the adoption of this Constitution, shall be the judges of the court 
number one, and tbe judges of tbe district court, at the same date, 
shall be the judges of tbe common pleas number two. The president 
judges of the common pleas and district court shall be president 
judge of said courts number one and two respectively, until their of- 
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flees shall end; and lh(':r('aft<‘f lli(> .jnd«e oldest in eommissioa shall 
be president judge; luit any president jxidge re-elected in the same 
court or district, shall continue to he president judge thereof. 

Sec. 20. When Re-organization of Courts to Take Effect. The 
organization of the courts of common pleas under this Constitution 
for the counties of Philadelphia and Allegheny shall take effect on 
the first Monday of January, ojie thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
five, and existing courts in said counties shall continue with their 
present jwwers and jurisdiction until that date, hut no new suits 
shall be instituted in the courts of nisi {»riu8 after the adoption of 
this Constitution. 

Sec. 21. Causes Pending in Philadelphia. Transfer of Records. 
The causes and proceedings pemliiig in the court of nisi prius, court 
of common pleas, ami district <'ourt in Philadelphia, shall be tried 
and disposed of in the eouid of commoti pleas. The records and 
dockets of said <‘ourts shall Ih‘ transferred to the prothonotary’s of- 
fice of said county. 

Sec. 22. Causes Pending in Allegheny County. The causes and 
proceedings pending in the <'<»urt <tf coniinou pleas in the county of 
Allegheny shall he tri<‘d ami diH[H>He<l <»f in the court number one; 
and the causes and proceedings pending in the district court shall 
be tried ami <iispoH<Kl of in the <'(»urt number two. 

Sec. 23. Prothonotary of Philadelphia County. The prothonotary 
of the court of eoniiuon pleas of Pldladelphin shall he first appointed 
by the judges of said <’«mr( on the first Monday of Dcee.mher in the 
year one thoiisaml eigfit hundretl ami seventy-five, and the present 
prothonotary of the district court in sui<l county shall he the pro- 
thonotary of the said <-ourl of comimtn pleas until said date when 
his eommissioti shall esjdre. and the present clerk of the court of 
oyer and terminer and i(unrler si'ssions «if the (teaee in Philadelphia 
shall he the clerk of sih’Ii court until the expiration of his present 
commission on the (irst ^^<tnday of iM'cenitii'r, In the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and seventy five. 

Sec. 24. Aldermen, tn ciiicM mnlaining over fifty thousand in- 
habitants, except Philadelphia, all ahlermen in office at the time of 
the adoption of this (lonslitution shall continue In office until the 
expiration of their commlsHions, and at theelecllon for city and ward 
officers in the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five one 
aldennan shall he eleided in each ward us jirovidcd In this Oonstitu- 
tion. 

Sec. 25. Magistrates in Philadelphia. In Philadelphia magis- 
trates in lieu of aldermen shall be chosen as required in this Con- 
stitution, at the election in said city for city and ward officers in the 
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year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five; their term c 
fice shall commence on the first Monday of April succeeding 
election. The terms of office of aldermen in said city holding o 
titled to commissions at the time of the adoption of this Oonstiti 
shall not be affected thereby. 

Sec. 26. Term of Present Officers. All persons in office in 
Commonwealth at the time of the adoption of this Constitution, 
at the first election under it, shall hold their respective offices i 
the term for which they have been elected or appointed shall ex 
and until their successors shall be duly qualified, unless other 
provided in this Constitution. 

Sec. 27. Oath of Office. The seventh article of this Constitr 
prescribing an oath of office shall take effect on and after the 
day of January, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five. 

Sec. 28. County Commissioners and Auditors. The terms o 
fice of county commissioners and county auditors, chosen prio 
the year one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five, which £ 
not have expired before the first Monday of January, in the year 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-six, shall expire on that da 

Sec. 29. Compensation of Present Officers. All State, con 
city, ward, borough and township officers in office at the time of 
adoption of this Constitution, whose compensation is not prov 
for by salaries alone, shall continue to receive the compensa ( ior 
lowed them by law until the expiration of their rcsi)ective term 
office. 

Sec. 30. Renewal of Oath of Office. All State and judicial 
ficers heretofore elected, sworn, affirmed, or in office when this < 
stitntion shall take effect, shall severally, within one month a 
such adoption, take and subscribe an oath, or affirmation, to sup 
this Constitution. 

Sec. 31. Enforcing Legislation. The Cenernl Assembly at 
first session, or as soon as may he after the adoption of this Ooi 
tution, shall pass such laws as may he necessary to carry the, a 
into full force and effect. 

Sec. 32. An Ordinance Declared Valid. The ordimmee pai 
by this Oonvention, entitled “An ordinance for submitting 
amended Constitntion of 1‘ennsylvania to a vote of th<‘ elec 
thereof,” shall be valid for all the purfmses thereof. 

Sec. 23. City Commissioners of Philadelphia. The words “con 
commissioners,” wherever used in this Constitution and in any e 
nance accompanying the same, shall he held to include the com: 
sioners for tlie city of Philadelphia. 
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Adopted at IMuladelpliia, on the Hurd day of November, in the 
year of oar Lord, one thousand oi^ht buiidnMl and seventy- three. 

Filed in the otlice of the Secretary of the Oonunonwealth, Novem- 
ber 13, 1873. 

M. S. QUAY, 

Se(*retary of the Commonwealth. 


D. L. IMBKIE, 

Chief Clerk. 


fINO. IL WA LKER, President. 


(SCHEDULE NO. 2.) 

(AMENDMIONTS OF NOVEMBER 2, 1909.) 

Sec. 1. Adjustments of Terms of Public Officers to Amendments 
of 1909. 

That no in(*onv(*nience may aidse from (he change in the Consti- 
tution of the <h)nuuonw(*alth, and in ord(‘r to carry the same into 
complete oi>erat ion, it is lierc'hy d(*clared that— 

In the caH(» of ol1i<*<‘rs cdectcMl hy the people^ ail terms of office 
fixed by act of Asmunhly at an odd number of yesars shall each be 
lengthened oih‘ y(*ni% tmt the Lc^gislnture may change the length of. 
the term, provide.(l (he teruiH for which such oOicers are elected shall 
always 1)(‘ for an (‘ven uundHU* of yc^ars. 

The aliove exttmsion (d official terms sliall not atBud offieers elected 
at (he general el<*c(ion of one* (liottsand nine humlred and eight; nor 
any city, ward, borongh, townsliip, or election divisUm officers, whose 
terms of office^, under <*xiHting law, en<l in the ymir one thousand 
nine lnmdre<i and ten, 

hi the year om‘ thousand nbie hundred and ten the mnnicipal 
elec’titm shnll he lield on tlie tlilrd Tuesday of February as heretofore; 
Imt ail officers <'hoH(*n at that eUsditm to an office the regular term 
of wliich is two years, and also all eleetion officers and assessors 
choHen at that eUndion, shall serve until the first Munday of December 
in tlie year one tljonsand nine luiridred and eleven. All officers 
chosen at that eli*ction to offices the term of which is now four years, 
or is ma<le four yemrs by tlu! operation of tiiese amendments or this 
schedule, sliall serve until the first Monday of December in the year 
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one thousand nine hundred and thirteen. All justices of the peace, 
magistrates, and aldermen, chosen at that election, shall serve until 
the first Monday of December in the year one thousand nine hundred 
and fifteen. After the year ninteen hundred and ten, and until the 
Legislature shall otherwise provide, all terms of city, ward, borough, 
township, and election division officers shall begin on the first Monday 
of December in an odd-numbered year. 

All city, ward, borough, and township officers holding office at the 
late of tire approval of these amendments, whose terms of office may 
end in the year one thousand nine hundred and eleven, shall continue 
to hold their offices until the first Monday of December of that year. 

All judges of the courts for the several judicial districts, and also 
all county officers, holding office at the date of the approval of these 
amendments, whose terms of office may end in the year one thou- 
sand nine hundred and eleven, shall continue to hold their offices 
until the first Monday of January, one thousand nine hundred and 
twelve. 


74 



AMENDMENTS TO CONSTITUTION 

APori'KIt SINCK .lANUAUY ], t!tl« 



t 

f 

h 


I 

I 

i 

( 

t 


Art. IX , See. 4. Limitation on State Debt. Highway Loans. 
No debt shall be created by <ir un Ixdialf of the State, except to sup- 
ply casual deficiencies of revenue, repel invasion, suppress insurrec- 
tion, defend the State in war, or to pay existing debt; and the debt 
created to supply deficiencies in revefuie shall never exceed in the 
aggregate, at any one tinu‘, otie million dollars: Prtndded, however, 
That the Cleneral Assemlily irrespective of any debt, may authorize 
the State to issue lumds to the amount t»f fifty millions of dollars for 
the purijose of impnn ing and rebuiUling the highways of the Com- 
monwealth. 

{ AmfinlitH-ut uf .\o\('nilu'r 5, UUH.) 

Art. IX, Sec. 8. Debts of Municipalities. Debt of Philadelphia. 
The debt af any ctuuity, city, lionmgli, township, .school district, or 
other municif)alil}“ or incurpttrated district, except as provided herein, 
and in secthm liftiHui of this ailicb'. shall never exceed seven (7) 
per centum upnn tlie asst‘ssrd value of tin* taxable property therein, 
but tile debt of tlu’ citv ui l‘hiladt*lphia may be increased in such 
amount that the total c ity d«*bt of said city shall iu»t exci'cnl ten per 
centum (IH) ujuai thr assesses! value <tf the taxable propery therein, 
nor ^dlall any sm li municipality or ilisti iet incur any new debt, or 
increase its intb*htetlnc ss to an anunmt exceeding two (2) per centum 
ui)on suclt asse» s<*d \ aluatic»n of property, witlumt the consent of the 
(*le(‘tors tlim'eof at a public election in sueh manner as shall lie pro- 
vided by law. tn asi ertainini; tin* tmrrowing eapaeity <4 the said 
eity of I’hibidtdpliia. at any time, tlnu'e sliall be excludcHl from the 
calcnlation and dedmied from siu ti d<4d so nuieh t>f tfie ebdit of sai<l 
city as shall tiavt* Itinut incurred, and the proceeds thereof invested, 
in any public iinprtivcmcnts <4 any cliaracler whidi shall be yielding 
to the said city an annual current net revenue. Tlie amount of sueh 
deduction ^4lalI lie ascertained by capitalizing the annual net revenue 
fr<»m such imiirtiveinent during the year immediately prece<ling the 
time c»f such ascertainment ; and suclt capitaUxuti<m shall be es- 
timated liv asciTtaining the principal amount which wnmld yield such 
annual, currenl net revenue, at the average rate of iuterest, and sink- 
ing fund charges fiavable upon tlie indelgedness incurred by said 
city for sucli j>urposc*s, up to the time of such ascertainment. The 
niciliod of determining such amount, so to !»<* de<lucted, may be pre- 
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^ scribed by the General Assembly. In incurring indebtedness fern any 
purpose the city of Philadelphia may issue its obligations maturing 
not later than fifty (SO) years from the date thereof, with provision 
for a sinking-fund' sufficient to retire said obligations at maturity, the 

; payment to such sinking-fund to be in equal or graded annual or 
other periodical installments. Where any indebtedncs.s shall be or 
shall have been incurred by said city of Philadelphia for the purpose 
of construction or improvement of public woiks of any chaiactci, 
from which income or revenue is to be derived by said city, or for 
the reclamation of land to be used in the construction of wharves 
Qi* docks owned or to be owned b}^ said city, such obligations may be 
in an amount sufficient to provide for, and may include the amoiint 
of, the interest and sinking-fund charges accruing and which may 
accrue thereon throughout the period of construction, and until the 
expiration of one year after the completion of the work for which 
said indebtedness shall have been incurred; and said city shall not 
be required to levy a tax to pay said interest and sinking-fund 
charges as required by section ten, article nine of the Constitution 
of Pennsylvania, until the expiration of said period of one year after 

the completion of said work. 

(Amendmeat of November 5, 1918.) 

Art. IX, Sec. 8. Debts of Municipalities. Debt of Philadelphia. 

The debt of any county, city, borough, township, school district, or 
other municipality or incorporated district, except as provided herein, 
and in section fifteen of this article, shall never exced seven (7) per 
centum upon the assessed value of the taxable property therein, but 
the debt of the city of Philadelphia may be increased in such amoiitU 
that the total city debt of said city shall not exceed ten per centum 
(10) upon the assessed value of the taxable property therein, nor 
shall any such municipality or district incur any new debt, or in- 
crease its indebtedness to an amount exceeding two (2) |)er centum 
upon such assessed valuation of property, without the consent of 
the electors thereof at a public election in such manner as shall b<* 
provided by law. In ascertaining the borrowing capacity of the city 
of Philadelphia, at any time, there shall be deducted frmn siu*h debt 
so much of the debt of said city as shall have been incurred, or is 
about to be incurred, and the proceeds thereof ex|)ended, or about 
to be expended, upon any pul)Uc improvemnt, or in the construction, 
purchase, or condemnation of any public utility, or ])art thereof, ttr 
facility therefor, if such public improvement or public utility, or part 
thereof, whether separately, or in connection with any other |)ublic 
improvement or public utility, or part thereof, may reasonably be 
expected to yield revenue in excess of operating expenses sufficient 
to pay the interest and sinking-fund charges thereon. The method 
of determining such amount, so to be deducted, may be prescribed by 
the General Assembly. 

-1 
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In incurring- iiulcbtcdnchs fdi* any jnirijosc the city of i’luladclphia 
may issuer its obligatifms maturing not later than fifty (SO) years 
from the date thei-cof, with provision for a sinking-fund sufficient to 
retire said obligations at maturity, the payment to such sinking-fund 
to be in equal or gra<lcd annual or other periodical installments. 
Where any indehtcdn('ss shall be or shall have been incurrd by said 
city of ] ’hiladc'Iphia f<»r the pui'pose of the construction or improve- 
ments of public works <ir utilities of any character, from which in- 
come or revenue is to he derived by said city, or for the reclamation 
of land to be used in the construction of wharves or docks owned or 
to be owned by said city, such tihligations may be in an amount suf- 
ficient to provid<‘ for, ami may inchule the amount of, the interes't 
and sinking-fund charges accruing and which may accrue thereon 
throughout the period of construction, and until the expiration of 
one year after the completion of the work for which said indebted- 
ness shall have been incurred ; and said city shall not be required to 
levy a tax to pay said interest and sinking-fund charges as required 
by section ten, article nine of the constitution of Pennsylvania, un- 
til the expiration of said period of one year after the completion of 
said work. 

(Ampnflmput of Novpmhor 2, 1020.) 

Art. XVI, Sec. II. Incorporation and Powers of Banks and Trust 
Companies. The (icncral Assembly shall have the power by general 
law to provide for the incor[)oration of banks and trust companies, 
and to prescribe, the powers thereof. 

f Ami'tuinii’Kt (if NdvcmtiPi- ”, IftCO.) 
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LEGISLATION 

PROHMMTEI) IN PENNSYLVANIA 
ANALYTICALLY INDEXED. 
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PROHIBITED LEGISLATION 



adoption of eluldn^n, T/ocnl or Bpeoinl law authorizing, 

AGENT, public, Giving extra <*oiupenHation to, after services 

shall have been rendered or (‘ontract made, 

ALDERMAN, 1/ocal or special law regulating the practice or 
jurisdiction of, or changing the rulcH of evidence in any judi- 
cial pro(‘eeding or inquiry before, 

ALDERMEN, R<‘gulating the fees or extending the povrers and 

duties of, by local or special law, 

ALLEYS, Local or siiecial law authorizing the laying out, open- 
ing,, altering or maintaining, 

ALLEYS, Special or local law vacating, 

ALTERATION of charter of cortKiration existing in 1873, except 
upon the condition that such corporation shall thereafter 
hold its charter suhjtHtt to the provisions of the state cimsti- 

tution , 

AMENDING a law by title only 

AMENDING, renewing <»r extending charters of (njrporatlons by 

local or special law, 

AMENDMEN''!'' to clinrter of (‘orporntion existing in 1873, except 
upon condition that sucli ^*orporntitm shall thereafter hold its 
charter subject to the provisions <»f the state constitution, .. 
AhlENDMENTS to cctuHtitutlon, Authorizing submission of 

oftener than once In five years 

APPORTIGNMENT, DIvhlIng ward, liorough or township in 

forming senatorial district, 

APPORTIONMENT (Hepiawmtntive) . Giving district more than 

four retiresentat Ives , 

APPORTIONMENT (HenatorlalL Dividing nmaty unless en- 

titled to two or nmre senators, 

APPORTIONMENT (Henatorlal) . Giving city or county greater 
representation than one sixth whole number of senate, .. 
AXTIiOPRIATlON of money, ex<*epfc for pensions or gratuities 
for inlUtnry services, to any person or community for chnrL 
table, edmmtlonnl, or benevolent purposes, or to any de» 
nomlnatlonal or sectitrlaii Institution, corptiratlon or asso« 

elation , 

APPROPRIATION of money to any charitable or edueatlonnl 
instltuthm not under the absolute control of the Common- 
wealth, other than Htate normal schools, except by a two- 
thirds vote of all the members tdected to each House, . — 

APPROPRIATION of school money to sectarian school, 

ARBITRATOIW, I^xml or special law regulating the practice 
or jurisdiction of, or changing the rules of evidence in any 
judidal proceeding or Inquiry before, 

(SJ) 
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INDEX. 


Art. See. 

ARMS, Impairing right of citizens to bear, in defense of them- 
selves, ^ ^ 

ASSOCIATION. See also appropriation. 

ASSOCIATION, Granting to, by local or special law, the right 

to lay down a railroad track, 7 

ASSOCIATION, Local gr special law granting any special or ex- 
clusive privilege or immunity to, m 7 

ASSUMING, the debt, or any part thereof, of any city, county, 
borough, or township, unless such debt shall have been con- 
tracted to enable the State to repel invasion, suppress 
domestic insurrection, defend itself in time of war, or to 
assist the State in the discharge of any portion of its pre- 
sent indebtedness, 9 

ATTAINDER, Any law forfeiting estate in case of, I 19 

ATTAINTING any person of treason or felony, I 18 

AUDITORS, Local or special law regulating the practice or juris- 
diction of, or changing the rules of evidence in any judicial 

proceeding or. inquiry before, HI 7 

AUTHORIZING any county, city, borough, township, or incor- 
porated district to become a stockholder in any company, as- 
sociation or corporation, IX 7 

AUTHORIZING any county, city, borough, township or incor- 
porated district to obtain or appropriate credit for, or to 
loan its credit to, any corporation, institution or individual, IX 7 

AUTHORIZING by local or special law the adoption or legiti- 
mation of children, Ill 7 

AUTHORIZING by local or special law <‘he creation, extension 

or impairing of liens, HI 7 

AUTHORIZING the investment of trust funds by executors, ad- 
ministrators, guardians or other trustees, in the bonds or 

stock of any private corporation, HI 22 

AUTHORIZING by local or special law the laying out, open- 
ing, altering or maintaining, roads, highways, streets or 
aUeys, Ill 7 

BANKING and discounting corporation. Granting charter to, 

for more than twenty years, XYI 11 

BOROUGH, Authorizing any, to become a stockholder in any 

company, association or corporation, IX 7 

BOROUGH, Authorizing any, to obtain or appropriate money 
for, or to loan its credit to, any corporation, association, 

institution or individual, IX 7 

BOROUGH limits. Local or special law changing, HI 7 

BOROUGH, Local or special law prescribing powers and duties 

of officers in, HI 7 

BOROUGH, Any local or special law regulating affairs of, III 7 

BOROUGH, Any local or special law erecting, HI 7 

BRIDGE companies, Any special or local law incorporating (ex- 
cept over State boundary streams), HI 7 

BRIDGES, Any special or local law relating to (except over 

State boundary streams), IH 7 
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INDEX, 


Art. Sec. 

BUIIjBING or repairing of school houses, T^ocal or special law 
regulating, or r{‘gulatitig the raising of money for such pur- 
poses, in 7 


OEMOTKIUIOH (other than State), Any local or special law re- 
lating to, Ill 

CHANGING by local or spec*ial law the chart<‘r of critics, towns 

or villages, HI 

CHANGING county lines by any local or .special law, HI 

CHANGING county scaits, by any local or special law, HI 

CHANGING by any local or special law the law of descent or 

succession HI 

CHANGING by any locail or spcaaal law the method for the col- 

Iccrtion of debts, HI 

CHANGING the metluals for the enforcing of judgments, T/ocal 

or special law, HI 

CHANGING by any bical or speeinl law the names of persons or 

plac<‘H, HI 

CHANGING by any local or spe<'ial law the rules of evidence in 
any jutH<*lnl proceeding or imiuiry before courts, aldermen, 
justices of the peinar, slieriffs, commissioners, arbitrators, 

auditfirs, mast<‘rs in chain^ery, or other trihunals, Ill 

CHANGING township lines, lairongh limits or school districts, by 

any local or special law, HI 

CHANGING venue in civil <»r criminal cases by any local or 

special law HI 

CHAlllTAIUJO or edu<*ationnl InstittJtion not under the absolute 
control of the G<imnu»itweiiith, npproprlntitig money to 
(other than State normal schoolal e?fcept by n two thirds vote 

of all members eleete«l to each House, m 

OHARTEU <»f banking ('oriniraf Ion . tirnnting. for more than 

twent.y years , XVI 

OHAUTbTU of ct»rporatlon. Any local or special law nmeiiding, 

renewing or extending. HI 

ClTAIiTEH of (‘orporatlon existing in tH?n, tleinlnsiim of fcmfelture 
of, or altemtlon of, or amendftient to, cxwpt on the condb 
thm that rucli <*orp<»ratlon shnil thereafter hold its charter 
sulijeet to the provliibum of tin* Htate Goimtltutlon, XVI 

(lIlAIlThillH of cities, tt»wns t>r villages, Any local or special law 

changinir, HI 

GHILDEEN, Any local or sfMfcbtl law aurhoHs^lng the adoption 

or leiitlmathm of, Ill 

CITY, Any local or spMitl law cluiiiging charter of. HI 

CITY, Any local apeclal law Incorporating, HI 

CITY, Any locil or special law prescribing (siwers nnd duties of 

ofllcem In , HI 

CITY, Any local or spccliil law regulating affairs of, HI 

CITY”, Authorl74fig any, tti become stoc^khoMer in any company, 

assocla tion or corporation , IX 
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Art. Sec. 

CITY, Authorizing any, to obtain or appropriate money for, or to 
'loan its credit to, anj^- corporation, association, institution 

or individual, IX 7 

CLAIM against the Commonwealth, providing for the payment 

of, without previous authority of law, Ill 11 

COLLECTION of debts. Any local or special law providing or 

changing methods for, Ill 7 

CONDUCTING elections, Any local or special law for, Ill 7 

CONFERRING provisions of a law by title only, Ill 6 

CONSTABLES, Regulating the fees of or extending the powers 

and duties of, by local or special law, Ill 7 

CONSTITUTION, amendments to. Authorizing submission of, 

oftener than once in five years, XVIII 1 

COMMISSIONERS, Any local or special law regulating the prac- 
tice or jurisiction of, or changing the rules of evidence in 

any judicial proceeding or inquiry before, Ill 7 

COMMUNITY, Appropriating money to, for charitable, educa- 
tional or benevolent purposes (except for pensions or gratui- 
ties for military services), Ill 18 

COMPENSATION. See also Salary: Emoluments. 

COMPENSATION (extra). Any law giving, to any public oflicer, 
servant, employe, agent or contractor, after services shall 

have been rendered or contract made, Ill 11 

COMPENSATION for General Assembly other than salary and 

mileage, 11 8 

CONTINUING or creating any State office for the inspection or 

measuring of any merchandise, manufacture or commodity. III 27 

CONTRACTOR, Giving extra compensation to, after contract 

made or services rendered, Ill 11 

CONTRACTS, Impairing obligation of, I 17 

CORPORATION, Abridging police powers of State so as to per- 
mit corporations to infringe equal rights of individuals or 

the general well-being of the State, XVI 3 

CORPORATION, Abridging State’s right to take property and 

franchises of, for public use by eminent domain, XVI 3 

CORPORATION, Abridging State’s right to tax, IX 3 

CORPORATION, Any law prescribing limitations of time within 
which suits may be brought against, for injuries to persons 
or property, or for other causes different from those fixed 
by general laws regulating actions against natural persons, . Ill 21 

CORPORATION, Any local or special law creating, or amend- 
ing, renewing, or extending the charters thereof, Ill 7 

CORPORATION, Creating, renewing, or extending charter of 

more than one, by one law, XVI 10 

CORPORATION, Exchanging, transferring, remitting, post- 
poning, diminishing, or releasing obligation or liability of 
(held or owned by the Commonwealth) except by payment 
thereof into the State Treasury, HI 24 
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Art. 

CORPORATION existing in 1873, Remission of forfeiture of 
charter of, altering or amending charter of, or passage of 
any general or special law for the benefit of, except upon 
the condition that such corporation shall thereafter hold its 
charter subject to the provisions <»f the State constitution,.. XVI 
CORPORATION, Granting by local or special law the right to 

lay down a railroad track, HI 

CORPORATION, Local or spianal law granting any special or 

exclusive privilege or immunity to, HI 

CORPORATION with banking and disc'ounting privileges, Grant- 
ing charter to, for more than twenty years, XVI 

CORRUPTION of blood by reason ot attainder, I 

COUNTY, Any local or specdal law prcscadbing powers and du- 
ties of olficc-rs in, IH 

COUNTY, Any lo(‘al or special law regulating ultairs of, Ill 

COUNTY, Authorisiing any to become a stockholder in any com- 
pany, asscudation or corpora ti(ui, IX 

COUNTY, Aufluu'izing any, to obtain or appropriate money for, 
or to loan its credit to, any (;orporation, association, insti- 
tution or individual, IX 

COUNTY lines, L(K*al or special law changing, HI 

COUNTY (new), Any local or special law erecting, HI 

COUNTY .(new), LstablLshmcut of, having less than four hun- 
dred HtimuM mih‘S or less than twenty thousand inhabitants, XIII 
COUNTY (new), Mstablishment of, which shall reduce any 


county to less than b»ur himdre<l S([unre mlleH, or to less 


than twenty thousand inhahitants, XIII 

COUNTY (n(‘w), Authorl'/lng line of, io pass within ten miles 

of i’ouuty sent of ctiunty purposed t<i he divhhsL XIII 

COUNTY (dllcers Law recompensing tdher than by salary, in 

counties having over one luindred fifty thousand Inhabitants, XIV 
COUNTY seats, Any local or spetdnl law locating or changing, III 
COURT, jiresidcd over by one or more of the judges of the Hu- 

prmne (;<»urt, any law establishing, V 

COURT, exercialng pttw«*rs vested la the judges of the comnum 

plena aud < rphans* ciairfs, Crentbm of Hpeehil. ...... ... V 

COURT, Any local or s|»eeial law regulating the prnetlee or jU' 
rlHilletbui <«f, or changing the rules of evldeiiee la, any 

Judicial proeef*4llag or iarpdry before, Ill 

CREATING any Htate otliec f«u‘ the Inspection or tneasurlag of 

any mendiandlHe, manufacture or commodity, Ill 

ORLATING «‘orporiition, or amending, renewing <»r extending 

charters thereof, by locfd or special law, Ill 

CRGATINtI debt by or behalf of Htate, except to supply casual 
d«dlcien(’b*H of revenue , repel Invasions, supiiross Insurrm*- 
tion, defend the Htate In war, or to pay existing debt,,.,.. IX 

(TREATING omces by local or speelal law Ill 

(TERATINCL renewing or extending charter of more than one 

corporathm in one Inw, XVI 

CREDIT of the (hanmon wealth. Pledging or loaning to any in- 
dividual, comimny, corporation or asscKdation, IX 

CRUEL punishments, Inflicting, I 
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DEBT, Creating by or on behalf of State, except to supply casual 
deficiencies of revenue, repel invasions, suppress insurrec- 
tion, defend the State in war, or to pay existing debt, .... 
DEBT, Exceeding one million dollars to supply deficiencies in 

Art. 

IX 

IX 

Sec. 

4 

4 

DEBT, on any i art thereof, of any city, county, borough or town- 
ship, Assuming by the Commonwealth, unless such debt shall 
have been contracted to enable the State to repel invasion, 
suppress domestic insurrection, defend itself in time of war, 
or to assist the State in the discharge of any portion of its 

IX 

9 

DEBTS, Any local or special law providing or changing methods 

III 

7 

DELEGATING to any special commission, private corporation 
or association, any power to make, supervise or interfere 
with any municipal improvement, money, property or ef- 
fects, whether held in trust or otherwise, or to levy taxes 
or perform any municipal function whatever, 

III 

20 

DENOMINATIONAL or sectarian institution, corporation or 
association. Appropriating money to, 

III 

18 

DEPBIVING any person of right of appeal from preliminary as- 
sessment of damages for property taken by right of eminent 

XVI 

8 

DESCENT, Any local or special law changing law of, 

III 

7 

DIMINISHING or increasing salary or emoluments of public of- 



ficer after bis election or appointment, 

III 

13 

DISABILITY, Estates of persons under, Any local or special 
law affecting, may be passed only after due notice to all 
parties in interest, to be recited in the special enactment, 

III 

7 

DISCOUNTING privileges. Granting for more than twenty 
years, a charter to any corporation possessing, 

:k;vi 

11 

DISQUALIFICATION to hold office on account of religious 
sentiments , 

I 

4 

DISTINCTION (hereditary). See Title of Nobility. 



DISTRICT. See also Apportionment: School: Election. 
DISTRICT (incorporated), Authorizing any, to b<*e<)me a stock- 
holder in any company, association or corporation, 

IX 

7 

DISTRICT (incorporated), Authorizing any, to obtain or ap- 
propriate money for, or to loan its credit to, any corpora- 
tion, association, institution or individual, 

IX 

7 

DIVORCES, Any local or special law granting, 

III 

7 

DUTIES of aldermen, justices of the peace, magistrates (»r cem- 
stables, Extending by special or local law, 

in 

7 

DUTIES of officers in counties, cities, boroughs, townshit)S, elec- 
tion or school districts, Any local or special law prescrib- 
ing, 

ni 

7 


EDUCATIONAIi institutions (other than State normal schools) 
not under the absolute control of the Commonwealth, Ap- 
propriating money to, except by a two-thirds vote of all 
members ejected to each House, Ill 17 
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Art. 

effect of judichil sales of real estate, TiOcal or special law 

prescribing, HI 

election districts, Ixical or special law prescribing powers 

and duties of officers in, HI 

elections, I.o(*al or sp(‘(‘ial law fixing or changing voting 

place, HI 

elections, Local or special law for opening and conducting, HI 

emigration from State, Any law prohibiting, I 

eminent domain. Abridging Statens right of, so as to prevent 
the State fi’om taking the property of corporations for pub- 
lic use, XVI 

eminent domain, Depriving any person of right of appeal 
from preliminary ass(^ssment of damages for property taken 

by right of, XVI 

EMOLUMENTS. See also Compensation: Salary. 

EMOLUMENTS or salary of public officer. Increasing or dimin- 
ishing after his election or appointment, HI 

EMPLOYE, public, Giving extra compensation to, after services 

shall have been rendered, HI 

ENFORCING of judgments, Local or special legislation providing 

or changing methods for, HI 

ERECTING new counties by hmal or special law, HI 

ERECTING new townships or boroughs by local or special law. III 
ESTABl/ISHMENT of new county having less than four hun- 
dred square miles or less than twtmty thousand inhabitants, XIII 
ESTABLISHMEN'‘r of new county which shall reduce any 
county to less than four hundrc<l scpinrc miles or to less than 


twenty thousand inhahltnnts, XIIT 

ESTATES of inhiors or persons tnuler disability, liocal or special 
law affecting, may be puHstsl only after due notice to all 
parties In interest, to be recited in the speeial enactment,.. Ill 
EVIDENCE in any jtidlelal proceeding or impilry before courts, 
aldernum, justices of tin* penee, sheriffs, eommlssi<»ner8, 
arbitmtors, au<lii«»rs, masters in ehnneery or other tribunals, 

faK*nl or Hpeeinl law changing rules of, Ill 

EXCESSIVE rmcH, Imposing, I 

EXCIlAN<nN<L transferring, remitting, postponing, or dimin- 
ishing the (ddigatlon cu’ llnhility of any railroad or other 
<s)rporatio« hehl or owtted l»y the Gommonwenlih or releas- 
ing same except by payment into the State Treasury, ..... Ill 
EXCLUSIVE privilege tjf immunity to any etmporatlon, iissoda- 

tlon, or indlvldtml, L<ieal cm speelnl law granting, Ill 

EXEMFflNG, by local tir spc^eial law, property from taxation, III 
EXEMCTING pro|u*rty from taxation, other than public prop- 
erty used for publle poroses , actual iilacH's of religious wor- 
ship, places of burial not used or held for private or cor- 
porate profit, and Institutions of purely publle eharlty, IX 

EX POST faeto laws, I 

EXTENDING, l)y local or specdnl law, the iwwera and duties 
of aldermen, Justlees of the peace, magistrates or con- 
stables, Ill 

EXTENDING charter of more than one corporation by one law, XVI 
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Art. 53ec 

EXTENDING charters of corporation by ioca'l or special law,.. Ill 

EXTENDING provisions of a law by title only, Ill 

EXTENDING the term of any public officer, or increase or di- 
minish his salary or emoluments after his election or ap- 
pointment, Ill 1 

EXTBA compensation, Giving to any public officer, servant, em- 
ploye, agent or contractor, after services shalJ have been 
rendered or contract made, Ill ] 

FEES of aldermen, justices of the peace, magistrates or con- 
stables, Regulating by local or special law, Ill 

FELONY, Attaining any person of, I ] 

FERRIES, Any special or local law relating to, Ill 

FERRY companies. Any special or local law incorporating, III 

FINES, Imposing excessive, I 1 

FINES, Any local or special law remitting, Ill 

FIXING, by local or special law, the rate of interest, Ill 

FIXING place of voting, by local or special law, Ill 

FORFEITING estate in case of attainder or suicide, I 1 

FORFEITURE of charter of corporation existing in 1873, Remis- 
sion of, except upon the condition that such corporation 
shall thereafter hold its charter subject to the provisions 

of the State constitution, XVI 

FORFEITURES, Any local or special law remitting, Ill 

FORMATION of new county having less than four hundred 

square miles or twenty thousand inhabitants, XHI 

FREEDOM of press, Restraining, I 

GRANTING, by local or special law, to any corporation, asso- 
ciation, or individual any special or exclusive privilege or 
immunity, or to any corporation, association or individual 

the right to lay down a railroad track , Ill 

GRANTING divorces by local or special law, Ill 

GRANTING powers or privileges in any case where the grant- 
ing of such powers and privileges shall hav(‘ beem provided 
for by general law, or whei’O the courts have jurisdiction 

to grant the same or give the reli(‘f asked for, tit 

GRAVEYARDS (other than State), Local or special law relating 

to, nr 

HEREDITARY distinction. See Title of nobility. 

HIGHWAYS, Any local or special law authorizing the laying 

out, opening, altering or maintaining, HI 

INDIVIDUAL, Granting to, by local or special law, the right 

to law down a railroad track, HI 

INDIVIDUAL, Any local or special law granting any special 

or exclusive privilege or immunity to, HI 

INCORPORATED DISTRICT, Authorizing any, to become a 

stockholder in any company, association or corporation, .. IX 
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INCORPORATED DISTRICT, AtRliorizing any, to obtain or 
appropriate money for, or to loan ita credit to, any cor- 
poration, asaodation, iimtilntion or individuail, 
INCORPORATINC <‘iti<‘H, townn or viilagcH by local or apecial 

law, 

INCORPORATINC ferry or bridge <M»mi)nnie« by local or .spexdal 

law, 

INCREASE . S<‘e Sala ry . 

INCREASINCJ or dimiiiinhing wilary or cmobimentH of public of- 
ficer after liin election or appointment, 

INJURIES r(‘HuIting in death or injurii^H to peraoim or property, 

Limiting the amount to he ret'overed for, 

IMMUNITY. alHo Privilegea. 

IMMUNITY, srieeial or exidimive, to any eorporation, associa- 
tion or individual, Local or Hpeeinl law granting, 

IMPAIKINtJ obligation of contracts, 

IMPOSING duii<‘H on Supreme Gourt or any of the judges thereof, 

except Hiu*h as are judicial 

INQUIRY behu'c courta, nidcrme!i. justicen of the iieace, sheriffs, 
commissionerH, arbitmtorH, nmlitors, musters in chum^jrv, 
or other tiihunal, latcal tu‘ spccdnl law regulating the prac- 
tice or jurisdiction of, <u* <*hunging the rules of evidenee in, 
INSPECTION or ineaaunng of any menduindiHe, mnnufaetnre or 
commodity. Continuing or creating any State otliee for, 

INTEREST, rate of, Eixing hy loeal or special law, 

INVESTMENT of money of sinking fund, Law authorizing, in 
anything <*xcept homls of the United States or <»f this State, 
INVESTMENT of trust funds by executors, ndmlnistrntora, 
guardiaiiH, or truntcea In the bonds or*stot*k of any iirivate 
corporation , A ny law authorizing, 


Art. 


IX 

III 

III 

III 

III 

III 

I 

V 


III 

III 

nt 

IX 

HI 


Sec. 


7 

7 

7 

13 

21 

7 

17 

21 


7 

27 

7 

12 

22 


JOINT owner in any company, aNHoedathm, or coriairntion, 

Onusing the Comtimnwenbh to become, 

JUDGES. See also (^ourt. 

JUDG^ES, Giving iHunpeimntlon, feeimu* peiapiiNites to, other 

than stated siiliiry, 

JUDGMENTS, Local or r4peelal b’gldatlon prttvlding or ehnng 
lag mettnuls of enforcing, 

JUDICIAL prtH'e«*dlng before emnis, aldermen, jnstif’es of the 
pence, aherhfa. <*ontnil.»e4|oner«, arbitrutorM, nudhors, mnafera 
in chancery, or other tribunal, Local or special law regti 
lilting practice or jurlwtlction of, or I'hanging the rules of 

evidence in , 

JUIIIHDUTK iN of any judicial tmocwtllng or liupilry before 
courtM, ahlerinen, JusticeH of the iMuice, HheriffH, commlH^ 
shmera, arbitrattu'a, auditors, masters In clmncery t»r other 

tribunal, I, oca! t»r apeidal law’ regtdntiitg, 

JURY , Preven ting t rin I by , 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACTd, Local or Hpechil law regulating 
the practice or jurisdiction of, or changing the rules of 
evidenee in any Judhdal procwdhig or hicudry before, 


IX 

V 

nr 


HI 

ni 

I 

in 


a 

18 

7 


7 

7 

a 
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Art. Sec. 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. Regulating the fees or extending 

the powers and duties of, by local or special law, Ill 7 

LABOR, Any local or special law regulating, Ill 7 

LEGITIMATION of children, Any local or special law authoriz- 
ing, m *3 

LIABILITY of any railroad or other corporation, held or owned 
by the Commonwealth, exchanging, transferring, remitting, 
postponing, diminishing, or releasing, except by payment 

thereof into the State Treasury, Ill 

LIENS, Creation, extension or impairing of by local or special 

law, Ill ' 

LIMITATIONS of time within which suits may be brought 
against corporations for injuries to persons or property, or 
for other causes different from those fixed by general laws 
regulating actions against natural persons. Any law pre- 
scribing the, Ill 2! 

LIMITING the amount to be recovered for injuries resulting in 

death or for injuries to persons or property, Ill 2 

LIMITS of borough. Any local or special law changing, Ill 

LOANING or pledging the credit of the Commonwealth to any 

individual, company, corporation, or association, IX 

LOCAL laws, (See particular subject). 

LOCAL or special law. Enacting by partial repeal of a general 

law, Ill 

LOCATING or changing county seats by local or special law, .. Ill 

« 

MAGISTRATES, Regulating the fees or extending the powers and 

duties of, by local or special law, ITT 

MANUFACTURING, Any local or special law regulating, — ITT 
MASTERS in chancery, Local or special law regulating T>racttce 
or jurisdiction of, or changing the rules of evidence in any 

judicial proceeding or inquiry before, TXT 

MEASURING of any merchandise, manufacture or cotninodity, 

Continuing or creating any State office for, ITT 2 

METHODS for the collection of debts, Local or special law t)ro- 

viding or changing, TIT 

MILEAGE. See Salary. 

MINING, Any local or special law regulating, ITT 

MINORS, Local or special law affecting estates of, may be passed 
only after due notice to all parties in interest, to be 

recited in the special enactment, HI 

MONEYS legally paid into the treasury, Refunding by local or 

special law, Ill 

MONEYS of the sinking fund. Authorizing investment in any- 
thing except bonds of the United States or this State, IX ] 

MUNICIPALITY. See Borough; City; County; Township. 
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Art. 

names of persons or plnooa, Any loonl or Rpocial Inw chaii??mg, III 

new borough, Any loonl or spooial law orocting, HX 

NEW counties, Any loeal or Hpeoinl law ereeting, HX 

NEW county, KstabliHlmient of whleh nhall reduce any county 
to leas than four hundrcnl mpiare miles or to leas than 

twenty thousand irihahitnnts XTII 

NEW county, h’ormath>n of, having 1 (‘hs than four hundred 

square miles or 1 <‘hh tlian twenty thousand inhabitants, XIXT 

NEW county, Authori^iing line of, to pass within ten miles of 

county seat of county propcwd to be divided, XIII 

NEW township, Any local or special law erecting, XII 

OBEIGATK)N or lialdlity of any rallrtind or other corporation, 
held or owned by the Commonw<nilth, exchanging, trans- 
ferring, remitting, postponing, diminishing or releasing 

except by payment thereof into the 8tate Treasury, XII 

OFFICE, Creating any, to which appointment shnll he for longer 

period than good behavior I 

OFFICER, public. Extending term of. or increasing or dimin- 
ishing his salary or emoluments, after his election or ap- 
pointment, Ill 

OFFICER, public, Giving extra roTupensation t<», after services 

shall have been rendered Ill 

OFFTCERH in eounth's, eities, borsaighH, townships, election 
or school dlstrlets, Eoeal or at>eolid law prrserlhing tmwera 

and duties of, ... — Ill 

OFFIOEH, Any haml or special law creating, ITT 

OPENING and condutding electloriN. Any local or Hpeclnl law for, III 
ORIOINAI. JtntlSDKnnGN See Supreme Court. 

PARTIAL re(»eiil of a general law. Enacting local or special by, III 
PAYMENT <if any <'lnlm agnlriHt the (Vimmonwenlth, Providing 

for, without prcvlotm authority of law, ................... Ill 

PENALTIES, Any local or special law remitting, Ill 

PERSON, At>pr<»priatlng any money to. for charitable, txlucn 
tlonal <»r benev<denf imriaiaes feyct^pf fur pensions or 

gratuities for military aervIcesL Ill 

PERSONS, Changing namcM of, hv locitl or special law, Ill 

PERSONS under dlHaiiillty. Local tif npeclnl law nrt'ecting 
estates of, may be pimaed only after flue mitice in all p«Hl«*« 
in Interest, to be recitcfl In the special cnnctment, TIT 

PETITION ff»r redrcMs of grievances, Impairing right of, I 

PLACES, Changing names of. tiv local or spiadnl law, Ill 

PLATS, town, Any special «ir bif*ii! law vitenflng, HI 

PLEEOINO fir Itutnlng fauallt of Ciimiii<mwealth tf> nny IndL 

vidufd , Cfimpniiy , iHirporrit Ion «ir a8!ioi‘int.lon , IX 

POLICE powers of Stiit**, Alirblglng, sfi as to permit corpora- 
tions to Infringe rlglits fif Individ nais or the well-being 

of the State, * — XVI 

POSTPONING the obllfatlfui fir liability <if any niilroad or other 

corporation, held or owned by the Commonwealth, Ill 
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Art. Sec. 


POWERS and duties of aldermen, justices of the peace, mag- 
istrates or constables, Extending by local or special law, .. Ill 7 

POWERS and duties of officers in counties, cities, boroughs, 
townships, election or school districts. Any special or local 

law prescribing, HI 7 

POWERS and privileges. Any law granting, where the granting 
of such powers and privideges shall have been provided for 
by general law or where the courts have jurisdiction to grant 

the same or give the relief asked for, Ill 7 

PRACTICE in any judicial proceeding or inquiry before courts, 
aldermen, justices of the peace, sheriffs, commissioners, 
arbitrators, auditors, masters in chancery or other tribunal. 

Local or special law regulating, Ill 7 

PRESCRIBING any limitations of time within which suits may 
he grought against corporations for injuries to persons or 
property, or for other causes different from those ilxed by 
general laws, regulating actions against natural persons, . . Ill 21 

PRESCRIBING by local or special law, the effect of judicial 

sales of real estate, Ill 7 

PRESCRIBING the powers and duties of officers in counties, 
cities, boroughs, townships, election or school districts, 

' Local or special law, Ill 7 

PRESS, Restraining freedom of, 1 7 

PRIVILEGES, special or exclusive. Local or special law, grant- 
ing to any corporation, association or individual, Ill 7 

PRIVILEGES and immunities, special, Irrevocable grants of, . . I 17 

PRIVILEGES and powers. Any law granting, where the grunt- 
ing of such powers and privileges shall have been provided 
for by general law, or where the courts have jurisdiction 
to grant the same or give the relief asked for, Ill 7 


PROCEEDING, judicial, before any courts, aldermen, justices of 
the peace, sheriffs, commissioners, arbitrators, auditors, 
masters* in chancery or other tribunals, f.ocal or spe(*ial 
law regulating practice or jurisdiction of, or <*hanging the 


rules of evidence in , I H 7 

PROPERTY, Any local or special law exempting from taxation, TTl 7 

PROVIDING for the payment of any claim jigninst the Com 

monwealth previous authority of law, HI 11 

PROVIDING or changing methods for the colh^-tion of delits, 

Local or special legislation, IH 7 

PROVIDING or changing methods for the enf()r(»ing of judg-' 

ments, Local or special legislation, ' m 7 

PUBLIC grounds (other than State), Any lo<‘nl or spceiul law 

relating to, HI 7 

PUBLIC officer, Extending term of, or increasing or diminish- 
ing his salary or emoluments, after his election or j\ppoint- 

in 13 

PUBLIC officer, Giving extra compensation to, after services 

shall have been rendered, jjj U 

PUBLIC school moneys, Appropriating to any sectarian 

school, V o 


92 



INDEX. 


Art. Sec. 

PUBLIC schools, Regulnting tho miinagt^ment of, by local or spe- 
cial law, in 7 

PUNISHMKNTB, Inflicting cruel, 1 ^3 

railroad, cbligntion or liability of, hc^bl or owned by the 
Commonwealth, Exchanging, transferring, remitting, post- 
poning, diminiKhing, or rcleaning, except by payment thereof 

into the Btate TreaHury HX 24 

RAILROAD track, Lo<‘al or special law granting to any corpora- 
tion, associnthm, or individual the right to lay, HI 7 

RAISING of money f<ir bttilding or repairing school houses, Ts)cal 

or speeial law regulating, IIX 7 

RATE of intere.st. Fixing by loeal or special law HI 7 

REAL ESTATE, IsK*al or ape<’tal law presennbing eftect of 

judicial sales of, HI 7 

REAL ESTATE, I.ocal or special law exempting from taxation, HI 7 

REFUNDING by spi‘einl or b»<‘al law moneys legally paid into 

the treasury , HI 7 

REGULATING afi'airs of (‘ounties, cities, townships, wards, bor- 
oughs, <»r sclu»ol <listri<*ts, Spe<*ml or b»cal legislation, .... Ill 7 

REGULATING by local or spcidal law, the management of pub- 
lic schools, the hnilding or repairing of school houses, and 

the raising of nnun\y for such purposes, HI 7 

BEGTjrjATING labor, trade, mining or manufacturing, hy local 

or special law. HI 7 

REGULATING th«» f<*es <»r extending the powern and duties of 
aldermen, justices of the peace, maglstrateM or conatabks, 

by local or special law, HI 7 

REGULATING the practice or jurisdlctitai of any judicial pro- 
ceeding or Inquiry beforo cinirts, aldermen, Jtiatlces of the 
peace, sberitTs, commbaitnierii, arbitrators, auditors, masters 
in ehaiiccry or <»fber trilmnals, Lo<*iil or special law, ...... HI 7 

RELEAHING <d)llgatbin or liability of any railroad or other 
corporation held or owned by the Gommonwealth, except 

hy payment thcivof into the Htatc Treasury, Ill 24 

RELIGIGN, < living preferctnn fo any pirticular, I 3 

EELlGIGCbH SEN^rBtENI'H, Any law dlsipmUfyltm a person 

to hobl office on actHiunt of, , I 4 

REMITTING bnea, penaltlea amt forfeitures by local or special 

law, .... ni 7 

IIEMITTINCJ lorfeltnre of rhiirfer of ctirpontthui fexhtlng in 
IS73) except ttpon the condition tlmt oneb corporation shall 
thereafter Imlrl Its tdiarter siddect to the provisbma of the 

State Gotmtltutbu-i, XVI 2 

REMITTING the obllgittion or liability of any rallrondi or other 

corporation, held or owned by the (himrnon wealth, Ill 24 

RENEWING charter of rnorti than ctne corporiithm by one law, XVI 10 

RENEWING t'ltartcrs of cor|a:iriitlons by local or speeial law,.. Ill 7 

REPAIRING school houHCs, l^aad or Hpe<dal law regulating or 

regulating the riiking of money for such puriKmtw, Ill 7 
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Art. Sec. 

REPEAL, partial, of general law, Enacting local or special law 

by, HI 7 

REPRESENTATIVES, apportionment of. See apportionment. 

REVIVING a law by title only, Ill 6 

RIGHT of citizens to assemble peaceably and petition for re- 
dress of gi'ievances. Any law impairing, I 20 

ROADS, Any local or special law authorizing the laying out, 

opening, altering or maintaining, Ill 7 

ROADS, Any special or local law vacating, Ill 7 

RULES of evidence in any judicial proceeding or inquiry before 
courts, aldermen, justices of the peace, sheriffs, commission- 
ers, arbitrators, auditors, masters in chancery, or other 
tribunal, Tx)cal or special law changing, HI 7 

SALARY. See also Compensation; Emoluments. 

SALARY or emoluments of public officer, Increasing or dimin- 
ishing after his election or appointment, Ill 13 

SALARY or mileage. Granting increase of, to member of As- 
sembly during his term, II g 

SALES (judicial) of real estate. Local or special law prescrib- 
ing the effect of, HI 7 

SCHOOL districts. Local or special law changing, HI 7 

SCHOOL districts, Any local or special law prescribing powers 

and duties of officers in, HI 7 

SCHOOL districts. Any local or special law regulating affairs 

< Ill 7 

SCHOOL houses. Any local or special law regulating the build- 
ing or repairing, and the raising of money for such pur- 
poses, IH 7 

SCHOOL, money. Appropriating to any secbirian school, X 2 

SCHOOLS, public, Regulating the management of, by local or 

special law HI 7 

SECTARIAN or denominational institution, corporation or as- 
sociation, Appropriating money to, HI 18 

SENATORIAL apportionment. See apportionment (senatorial). 

SERVANT, public. Giving extra compensation to, after services 

shall have been rendered, HI 11 

SHERIFFS, Local or special law regxilating the practice or ju- 
risdiction of, or changing the rules of evidence in any 

judicial proceeding or inquiry before, HI 7 

SINKING FUND, Law authorizing investment of money belong- 
ing to, in anything except bonds of the United States or 

of this State, 

SINKING FUND, Using or applying any part of, otherwise then 
in the extinguishment of the public debt, except in case of 

war, invasion or insurrection, IX 11 

SOLDIERS, Quartering in any house without consent of owner, I 22 

SPECIAL COURTS exercising powers of judges of courts of 

common pleas and orphans’ courts. Creation of, V 2f 

SPECIAL LAWS. See particular subject. 
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Art. Sec. 

SPECIAL or exclusive privilege or immunity. Local or special 

law granting, to any <*orporati<m, association or individual, III 7 

SPECIAL or TX)CAL law, Ena<*ting by partial repeal of a gen- 
eral law, * in 7 

SPECIAL VRiYlhEOm and IMMUNITIES, Irrevocable 

grants of, I 17 

SPECIAL SESSION, Legislation tipon subjects not designated 

in the proclamation of the Governor calling such session,.. Ill 26 

STOCKHOLDER In any company, fms<K'iation <jr corporation, 

Any law authorizing any county, city, borough, township 

or mcorporat<Hl tlistrlct to be(*ome, IX 7 

STOCKHOLDER in any c(unpany, asHociatUm or corporation. 

Causing the Ctonunonwealth to become, IX 0 

STREETS, Any local or Hptsual law atith<»rhing the laying out, 

opening, altering or maintaining — Ill 7 

STREETS, Any special or local law vacating, Ill 7 

SUCCESSION, Any lo<'al or Hp*‘cinl law changing law of, Ill 7 

SUFFRAGE, Preventing free exercise of right of, I 5 

SUICIDE, Forfeiting estate in case of I 19 

SUPREME COURT, <Rving original juriHclietioii to, other than 
enumerated in See. .1, Art, V, of the (Constitution, viz. in 
cases of injunctiiin where n c<irt>oration is partly defendant, 
of habeas eorpus, of mnndamuH to courts of inferior jurisdic- 
tion, and (‘f quo warranto as to all oificers of the Common- 
wealth whtse jurisdiction extends over the State, V 3 

SUPREME COURT. Giving power of npiudntment to, other 

than as tirovided in the ('oristittition, V 21 

SUPREME COURT, lmp<»sing duties on, exwpt rueh ns are 

judicial, V 21 

SURRENDERING the power to tax etirporatbms and (‘orporate 
property, by nay cumtratd or grant which the State shall 

be a party, IX 3 

SUSPENDING the power of the State to tax corporations and 
corporate praiperty, by any contraet or gratit to which the 
State hIuiU he a party , * , IX 3 

TAXATION, aluo <*orporatlotu 

TAXATION, Exemption of pt<*perly from, other than public 
lumperty mml for puhllc purptwea, netiml plneeg of re- 
llglouH wochblr*, ptacea of Intrbd not used or held for pri- 
vate or <Hirpof»te profit , and Inatltutlmw of purely local 

charity, IX 2 

TAXATION, Atiy h*cid or special law eiemptlng projjerty from, III 7 

TERM' of piiblle officer, Extending after his election or appoint- 
ment, Ill 

TITLE of nohillty hereditary dlutinctlon, Granting of, ........ I 

TOWN plats, Any upedal or local law vacntlng, Ill 7 

TOWNS, Any Imatl or special law changing charter of, Ill 7 

TOWNS, Local or special law Inmrporatlng. — HI 7 

TOWNSHIP, Any local or law prescribing powen and 

duties of offii'crs in , HI 7 
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Art. Se 


TOWNSHIP, Any local or special law regulating affairs of III 

TOWNSHIP, Authorizing any, to become a stockholder in any 

company, association or corporation, IX 

TOWNSHIP, Authorizing any, to obtain or appropriate money 
for, or to loan its credit to, any corporation, association 

or individual, IX 

TOWNSHIP lines, Any local or special law ckanging, Ill 

TOWNSHIP (new), Any local or special law erecting, Ill 

TRACK, railroad. Local or special law granting to any cor- 
poration, association, or individual the right to lay, Ill 

TRADE, Any local or special law regulating, Ill 

TRANSFERRING the obligation or liability of any railroad or 

other corporation, held or owned by the Commonwealth,.. Ill 2 

TREASON, Attainting any person of, I 1 

TREASURY, Refunding by local or special law moneys legally 

paid into, Ill 

TRIAL by jury. Preventing, I 

TRIBUNALS, Local or special law regulating the practice or 
jurisdiction of, or changing the rules of evidence in any 

judicial proceeding or inquiry before, Ill 

TRUST funds, Authorizing the investment of, by executors, ad- 
ministrators, guardians or trustees in the bonds or stock 
of any private corporation, Ill 2 


USING or applying any part of sinking fund otherwise than in 
the extinguishment of the public debt, except in case of war. 


invasion or insurrection, '. IX I 

VACATING roods, town plats, streets or alleys by special or 

local law, Ill 

VENUE in civil or criminal cases. Local or special law chang- 
ing, Ill 

VILLAGES, Local or special law changing charter of, Ill 'I 

VILLAGES, Local or special law incorporating, ‘ Ill ' 

VOTING PLACE, Any special or local law fixing or chang- 
ing, Ill 

WARDS, Any local or special law regulating affairs of, Ill 7 

WORSHIP, Giving preference to any particular mode of, I S 
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AnCUSED, EiglilH — 

actions, Damagea for iiuorios, No limit to be i)lno('d on 

amount 

Institution of, in V 

Style of process ^ 

address, Bigl't of ... 

adjournment of 

administration of JUSTIOE to be free I 

administrators. Inveatmenta by Ill 

adoption of children by special law forbidden, Ill 

agents, Public, Extra corapcnantion prohibited HI 

aldermen, abolished In Philadelphia V 

Election of, 

Special law forbld<lcn nlTecting practice before or jurisdiction 

of, ......♦.•••••••••••***‘'***‘'*’’‘‘********** ttt 

Special laws nirecting fees or powers of, forbidden, IH 

of f •.••••••••••••••*******“''*‘****‘"**************** ***** 

ALLEGHENY COUNTY, Common Pleas courts in, V 

Criminal courts, 

ALLEYS, Special laws forbidden H* 

alteration of government, a right of the iieople, I 

Of highways by speelnl laws, forbidden HI 

amendment of bills, 

Of IftWU f *,#*•*•»•••»•*•***•" 

To eoiiitltutUm, how mmhs 

APPEAL. (lOOHTH. 

From of hi innliiMit 4omftln, ............ 

SummtiT eon^letlcm, 

Whew trial by iury \n tllainnwiHl with , V 

APFOINTME'NTri to Uin«or thiui (luring gou4 h#havior for- 

bkldoji, X 

APPOET ION A! ENT . Hoo 1 Mi I IH t lATlI EE , 

APPEOFEIATION l»m«. Cmtmm of. 

May be votofd in parti ^ 

Oharitablii or educational initltutlo«g» *** 

For certain purpoaea forbidden , * 

For schools not to be diverted » • • * 

Mimmura for schewk, annually , 

Of money from Btiite Treiisury , * ^ 

Of private property, 

Sectarian instltiitiona , ***** • • * V * * * * * 

AEBITRATORri. Bfiecial law forbidden, affecting practice or 

jurisdiction , 
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INDEX, 


Art. Sec 

ARMS, Right to bear, I 2 

ARMY. See also MILITARY POWER : MILITIA ; SOLDIERS. 

Governor to be commander-in-chief, IV 

Standing, in time of peace, I 2‘ 

ARREST. See ELECTIONS ; LEGISLATURE. 

ASSEMBLAGES, Peaceable, of citizens allowed, I 2( 

ASSEMBLY, General. See LEGISLATURE. 

ASSOCIATE JUDGE. See COURTS. 

ASSOCIATIONS. See also CORPORATIONS. 

Special privilege to, forbidden, Ill ; 

ATTAINDER, Limited effect of, I K 

Of treason or felony, I U 

ATTORNEY, Accused has right to be heard by, I ( 

ATTORNEY GENERAL, Appointed by Governor, IV } 

Member of Board of Pardons, IV S 

Part of Executive Department, IV ; 

AUDITOR GENERAL, Certain duties of, transferred to Secre- 
tary of Internal Affairs, XVII i; 

Election of, IV 2! 

Pilling vacancy in office of, IV i 

May not have two consecutive terms, IV Z 

Must approve all contracts, Ill i; 

Part of Executive Department, IV 

Term of, IV 2 

AUDITORS, See also COUNTY. 

Special law forbidden affecting practice or jurisdiction, Ill 

BAIL, except in capital cases, to be taken, I p 

Not to be excessive, I i; 

BALLOT, Elections to be by, or other method, VIII < 

BANKING, Notes and bills to be secured, XVI < 

Notice of application for charter, XVI i; 

Term of charter of corporation engaged in, XVI L 

BILLS. 'See also LEGISLATURE. 

Amendments to, must be printed, IH / 

Appropriation, Contents of, HI 

Approval of, by Governor, IV I- 

Conference reports on, HI > 

Disapproved by Governor, IV li 

Pinal passage of, HI 

Members privately interested in, not to vote on, HI Zt 

Notice required for local and special, HI < 

Passage of, lU 1 , 

Providing for extra compensation to certain persons forbidden. III i; 

Reading of, at length, HI ^ 

Reference and printing of, HI ^ 

Retained by Governor, IV li 

Revenue, must originate in House, HI L 

Signing of, by presiding officers, HI J 

Title must he clearly expressed, HI ; 

Veto of, by Governor, IV li 
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binding. Seo PRINTINCJ AND rilNDING. 

board of Pardons, 

boards. See EI.lOrTIONS. 

BOKOUGH, (luuiKinK: Iiiiut.s hy HiHu'ial law forhuidon 

Creating ofllms in, hy Hpo(‘ial law. r<»rhi(id<‘?i , 

Debt of, limited, 

Elections for offK'ers, 

Erection of, by staadal law, f«>rhi(ld«‘a 

Not to be nntborized to lanaane slorkhfddcr in <‘<irp(»rati(»n 

Special law aflVctiiig <iOicorH <if , fcirhidden 

Special laws forbidden , 

Street railway must secana* etamtait t»f, to lay traekn, 

borrowing of money by State, regtdnted 

BREACH OF THF PMAGM, MendM*rs of 1 legislature guilty of, 

not privilegtnl fnan arrest, 

BRIBERY, Conviction of, t<i disqualify ft»r ofHta*, 

Of executive or judicial oUtccrH <if State, 

Of memher.s of the 1 legislature 

Of public oirieers ^ ^ 

Punishment for 

Testimony '>f wilne.sHes, 

BRIDGES, Special laws relating t<», forbidden 

When special laws for, may be piessed . 

BUREAU of Industrial Statistics, ^ 

OANAIaS. See also CDRP< »U ATft bNS ; UADJtOADS* 

STREET UADAVAYS. 

Aec('ptnnee «>f (sauatltuf bmitl pro^DinuM, 

Books ofam for lasiteet ion , ^ ^ 

(kanimnies not to engage in other btminesa, 

Consolidation with c’onjpidlng lineN forbbldeti, 

Deelnred to be <’orntn«»n carriers , , 

Declared to }»<• public highwav-^, . 

Dlseriininntlon in ebargea or faelUtb^ri not to be made, 

General provlHlona ndaflng to, ^ 

Must iietaqit eonst It utbm, . , 

Oflba* to be tnafntiilned in Htate, 

Odhan’M tiot to be t»ttieerM of coinpeffng line, 

OdleerH m*t to engage In ecrtaln fnmlneit?i, ,, ,, 

Passes forbbldtm, , . „ . . , , _ , 

Regidatbat of triiiin|iortaf|f»ii of firsiperty and iM'i'fioieq 
I ransportatbni privileges of nilnlng nminufaeturing t'oin 

panics, 

Under Mupervbdon of Secretary of Internal AHalra, 

CANDIDATES for olHce, wdien diHquallfled, 

CAPITAL, Stall*, Restrictions Itt cfiimge of, 

CAPITAIi OFFENt *ld, md bnitabi**, 

CASUALTY , I lentil front , nut to eansc forfeiture, 

CEMETERIES, S|iecdal laws relating to, forbidden, 

CERTIORARI. See also APPEA!,. 

To courts not of riHsird , 
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Art. Sec. 

CHALLENGE of elector, VIII S 

To fight duel, punishment for, XII 3 

CHANCERY, Common pleas courts to have powers of, V 20 

Masters in, special laws concerning, forbidden, Ill 7 

CHANGE of name by special law, forbidden, Ill 7 

Of venue, HI 23 

Of venue by special law, forbidden, Ill 7 

CHARITABLE institutions. Appropriations to, Ill 17 

CHARTER. See also CORPORATIONS. 

City, General provisions relating to, XV 

Municipal, Changing of by special law forbidden, Ill 7 

CHIEF JUSTICE. See COURTS. 

CHILDREN, Adoption or legitimation by special law forbidden, III 7 

CITIES, Changing charter of, by special law, forbidden, Ill 7 

Creating offices in, by special law, forbidden, Ill 7 

Debt of, limited, IX 8 

Elections for officers, VIII 3 

General provisions relating to, XV 

Incorporation of by special law, forbidden, Ill 7 

Not to be authorized to become stockholder in corporation , IX 7 

Representative apportionment in, II 17 

Senatorial districts in, II 16 

Sinking fund of, XV 3 

Special laws relating to, forbidden, Ill 7 

Street railway must secure consent of, to lay tracks, XVII 9 

When chartered, XV 1 

When debt may be incurred by municipal commission , XV 2 

CIVIL, liberty, Preamble. 

Power, military subordinate to, I 22 

Power, not to interfere with elections, I 5 

CLAIMS against Commonwealth not to be paid except lawfully 

authorized, Ill 11 

CLERK of courts. See COUNTY. 

COLLECTION of debts. See DEBTS. 

COMMISSION of oyer and terminer or jail delivery, prohibited, I 15 

Special, Delegation of powers to, by Legislature, Ill 20 

COMMISSIONER, Special law forbidden affecting practice or ju- 
risdiction, Ill 7 

COMMISSIONERS. See COUNTY. 

COMMISSIONS, to be sealed and signed by Governor, IV 22 

COMMITTEE, Sessions of legislative, to be open, II 13 

COMMON Carriers, Discrimination in charges or facilities not 

to he made, XVII 3,7 

Must accept constitutional provision, XVII 10 

Not to engage in other business, if a corporation, XVII 5 

Passes forbidden, XVII 8 

Railroads and canals to be, XVII 1 

Under supervision of Secretary of Internal Affairs, XVII 11 

COMMON PLEAS COURTS. See COURTS. 


COMMON SCHOOLS . See Superintendent of Public Instruction . 
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Art. 

COMMONWEALTH, Claims against, not to be paid except by 


law, Ill 

Credit of, not to be loaned or pledged, IX 

Suits against, I 

COMMUNICATION. See TELEGRAPH; CORPORATIONS; 
COMMON CARRIERS. 

COMMUTATION of sentence, IV 

COMPANY. See CORPORATIONS. 

COMPENSATION, Extra, forbidden to certain persons, Ill 

For property taken, injured or destroyed, I 

Of employes for injuries and occupational diseases, HI 

Of judges, V 

COMPULSORY process. Accused to have, I 

CONCURRENT orders, to be presented to Governor, Ill 

Resolutions to be presented to Governor, Ill 

Vote to be presented to Governor, III 

CONFERENCE committee reports, Ill 

CONGRESS, Member of, ineligible to Legislature, II 

Member of, not to hold office in State, IV 

XII 

CONSCIENCE, Right of, I 

CONSTABLES, Special law affecting, forbidden, Ill 

CONSTITUTION, Amendments, how made, XVIII 

Schedule to Page 67 

Schedule to amendments of 1900, Page 73 

CONTEMPT in present of Legislature, II 

CONTEST of elections, VIII 

CONTRACTORS, Public, Extra compensation to, prohibited, .. Ill 

CONTRACTS, Law impairing, forbidden, I 

State, Members of T^egislature and State officers not to be 

interested in, Ill 

State supplies, Regulation of, Ill 

CONTROT d.ER . See COUNTY . 

CORONER. See COUNTY. 


CORPORATIONS. See also CANAl.S; COMMON CARRIERS; 
RAILROADS; RAILWAYS; STREET RAHAVAYS. 


Aeeeptnnee of eonstituthm a requisite to benefits, XTI 

Banking, Bills and notes to be secured, XVI 

Notice of application for charter, XVI 

Term of ebnrter, XVI 

Cliarter, held subject to constitution XVI 

One law not to include more than one, XVI 

Revocation or alteration of, by State, XVI 

Charters of, Unused, to be void, XVT 

Compensation for property taken or Injured by, XVI 

Cumulative voting permitted, XVI 

Eminent Domain regulated, XVI 

Fictitious increase of debt, XVI 

Foreign, regulation of, XVI 

Forfeiture :>t charter regulated, XVI 

General provisions relating to, XVI 
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Increase of stock or debt regulated, 

Injurious, Control of, by State, 

Issue of stock regulated, 

Manufacturing, Transportation privileges of, 

Meaning of word, 

Mining, transportation privileges of, 

Municipalities not to be authorized to become stockholders in. 

Must not engage in other business, 

No special limitation of time within which suit may be brought 

against, 

Obligation of, owned by State, 

Police power of State over, not to be abridged, 

Real estate of, limited, 

Special law affecting, forbidden, 

Special privilege to, forbidden, 

State retains right to take property 

Taxation of, 

Telegraph, Rights and limitations, 

CORRUPT practices, 

Solicitation, Punishment of, 

Witnesses compelled to testify, 

CORRUPTION of blood from attainder, 

COUNSEL, Accused may have, 

COUNTY. See also COUNTY SEAT. 

Auditors, Election of, 

Commissioners, Election of, 

To include city commissioners of Philadelphia, 

Creating offices in, by special law, forbidden, 

Debt of, limited, 

Waterways, subways and railways, Indebtedness for, 

Election of officers, 

Lines, Special law changing, forbidden, 

May appoint officers to inspect or measure mer(‘baiidiso, etc. , 

Guarantee titles to land, 

New limitation or erection of, 

Special law for, forbidden, 

Not to be authorized to become stockholder in (‘orporation, .. 

Officers, Accountability of, 

Compensation of, .. 

Election of, 

General provisions relating to, 

Office to be kept in county town, 

Residence required, 

Vacancy in certain, how filled, 

Who are, 

Representative apportionment in , 

Senatorial districts in, 

Sheriff not to succeed himself, 

Special law affecting officers of, forbidden, 
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Special laws forbidden, 

Treasurer noh to succeed himself, 

Treasury. Sec COUIITS. 

COUNTY SKATS, Special law relatinj? to, forlndclen, 

COURTS. See also .TUSTICIOS OK TIIK PKACTO. 

Allegheny County, 

Appeal to Supreme Court in criminal cnaes, 

Associate judge abolished in certain counties, 

Judges, Term of, 

Certiorari to courts not of rec'ord 

Chancery powers, 

Clerk of. See COUNTY. 

Common Pleas districts, 

In Allegheny County, 

In Philadelphia , 

Fees to be pjiid into county treasury, 

Felonious homicide. Appeal in case of, 

Fines to be paid into county treasury, 

General Assembly may establish n<‘w, 

Injunction, jurisdiction of »Sui)reme (hairt, 

Institution of Huits in Philadelphia, 

Jail delivery, (‘ommission of, pndiihitcd, 

Judges, appointive iu)W<‘rs limited, 

OompeiiHation of , 

Disqualification of, 

Duties to b<‘ judicial only, 

Election end term of, 


Increase in nuinlxu* of, 

May not be nuiioved l>y appointing power, 

Of eonunon pleas to la* justiees the pence, 

Priority <»f comtnlsHion , 

Ilernoval <»f, 

Itesidenc(‘ of, 

Vaeanejes in ofllee tif , 

When ebu’ted , 

Judgment d(»cketH In Phlliidelpliln , 

Judieinl diatrlcts 

To be fixed <le(‘<*ninUy ami m»t oftener, 

Jiidieial Power of state vested In certain, 

Jury trials, When parties may (Uspense with 

Laws governing to be uniform, 

Magistrates, in Phllndelphin, 

Mandamus, Jurisdiction of Suiireme Court, 

New, Certain pndiibiteci, 

Legislature may establisli in <*onnection with system for 
registering, transferring, insuring and guaranteeing land 
titles, 
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Art. Sec. 

Nisi prius, abolished, V 21 

Orphans, V 1,9 

Olerk of, V 22 

Powers and jurisdiction of, V 22 

Separate, V 22 

Oyer and Terminer, V 1,3,8, 9 

Penalties to be paid into county treasury, V 13 

Philadelphia county, V 6,7,8 

Police, in Philadelphia, V 12 

Process, Style of, - V 23 

Prosecutions, Regulation of, V 23 

Quarter sessions, V 1,8,9 

Quo warranto, jurisdiction of Supreme Court, V 3 

Shall be open, I 11 

Special laws forbidden affecting practice or jurisdiction, .... Ill 7 

Summary conviction. Appeal from, V 14 

Supreme, V 1,2,3,15, 

16,17,18, 

19,20,21, 

24,25 

Election of judges, V 2,16,17 

Judges not to preside over new, V 21 

Residence of, V 19 

Jurisdiction of, V 3 

Priority of commission, V 17 

Vacancies in, IV 8 

V 25 

CREDIT, Municipalities not to be authorized to loan, IX 7 

Of State, not to be loaned, IX 6 

CRIMES, Conviction of certain, to disqualify for office, II 7 

CRIMINAL courts. See COURTS. 

Law. See COURTS. 

Prosecutions, Rights of accused in, I 9,10 

CUMULATIVE voting in corporations permitted, XVI 4 

DAMAGES, for personal injuries, Ill 21 

For taking or injuring property , Ill 21 

XVI 8 

DEBT. See also DEBTS. 

Certain not to be charged against the county or municipality, IX 15 

City, Sinking fund, XV 3 

• Credit of State not to be loaned, IX 0 

Money borrowed by State shall be for specified purpose, .... IX 5 

Municipal, Increase of, limited, IX 8,15 

Limitation of, IX 8,15 

Not to be assumed by State except in certain cases, .... IX 9 

Philadelphia, IX 8 

Provisions to be made for liquidation, IX 10,15 

Sinking fund, IX 10,15 

■ State, AU excess of revenue to be used to pay off, IX 12 

Regulation of, IX 4 

Reserve moneys to be secured, IX 13 

Sinking fund, IX 11,12 


106 


INDEX- 


To be lien upon improvemeuts 


— ■■ 

criminal proeoedinsH. Klghta of 

SiIqUALIFICATION for holding office. 


riAimtv officers, * 

Srernor and Lieutenant 

Incompatible offices , . • • * • * ‘ 

distinction. Hereditary 
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n STRioTS. See COURTS ; KL1.1CTI0NH: 

SCHOOL DISTRICT. 

divorces, Granting by apcciai law ’ y;;;;;;;;;;;;;. , . 

PXJETj, Punishment for fighting - 

TTDnOATION. See also SCHOOLS. 

SL of Superintendent of Public 

General provisiona relating to, 

Minimuro, annual appropriation tor, •■-■••■•••■••• 

Women eliglMc to offieca in management of achoola 

TOOCiTIOMI. 

™“m™a-<K>vnuNoio i*iist.ATOiw. 

Board, * 

liorough officers, * * 

Bribery or eornipthm of cle<*tor to di#nuftllfy» 

By bnllott or other prescribed method, *****/.* 

By repre«entiitlvei« , to be vivit voce, 

OandidnteH , When dhitpmUfted , “ * ‘ ‘ * 

Challenged voter to be wworn , ^ ^ 

City officers, ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Ooitoted, gubernntorbd . 

How tried, 11’ **’*"****'**.,..*,, 

Witnessen may be compelled to tentlfy , * 

County officerB, 



Deprivation of right of auffrnge, 
District, how composed, ......... 

Electors privileged from arreal, 
General provisionB relating to, . 


Governor, 

Interference with, prohibited, 
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VIII 

VIII 

VIII 
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VIII 
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IV 
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VIII 
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VIII 

VIII 
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IV 
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Art. Sec 

Investigation of, witnesses compelled to testify, VIII 10 

Judges, VIII 3 

Laws must be uniform, VIII 7 

Members of legislature, II 2,3 

Method of conducting, VIII 4 

Municipal, when held, VIII 3 

OflSicers, VIII 14,15,16 

Disqualification of, VIII 15 

Privileges of, VIII 14 

Overseers, Appointment of, by court, VIII 16 

Privilege from arrest, of electors, VIII 5 

Public ofiBcers, State and local, VIII 3 

XII 1 

XIV 2 

Punishment for violation of laws governing, VIII 9 

Qualification of electors, VIII 1 

Registration laws to be uniform, VIII 7 

Residence, w'hen neither gained nor lost, VIII 13 

Right of suffrage, I 5 

Secrecy in voting required, .' VIII 4 

Shall be free and equal, I 5 

Soldiers in service may vote, VIII 6 

Special law affecting officers, etc., forbidden, Ill 7 

Special laws relating to, prohibited, Ill 7 

Township officers, VIII 3 

Under constitutional amendment, Sch.2 

Vacancies on boards, VIII 14 

Violation of laws governing, VIII 9 

Ward officers, VIII 3 

When held, VIII 2 

ELECTORS. See ELECTIONS. 

EMBEZZLEMENT, Conviction of, to disqualify for office, II 7 

EMIGRATION from the State allowed, I 25 

EMINENT DOMAIN by corporations, regulated, XVI 8 

General provisions, I 10 

State's right to, not to be abridged, XVI 3 

EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY, Legislature may enact laws fixing. III 21 

EMPLOYES. See also LEGISLATURE 

Public, Extra compensation prohibited, Ill 11 

ENFORCEMENT of judgments. See JUDGMENTS. 

ENJOYMENT of life and liberty, right of, I 1 

ESTABLISHMENTS, Religious, No preference given to, I 3 

ESTATES of minors or persons under disability, special laws af- 
fecting, Ill 7 

EVIDENCE against self, accused not to give, I 9 

Special law changing rules of, forbidden, Ill 7 

EXECUTIVE, General provisions relating to, IV 

Department, Composition of, IV 1 

Nominations by, action in Senate, IV S 

EXECUTORS, Investments by, Ill 22 
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Art. Sec. 

exemption from taxation, IX 1,2 

Jury duty, Election officers may claim, VIII 14 

Military duty, XI 1 

Of property from taxation forbidden by .special law, HI 7 

EX POST FACTO law, I 17 

expropriation of private property, I 10 

expulsion ( f member of legislature, II 11 

EXTENSION of laws, Regulation of, Ill ‘ 6 

FEES, County officers, XIV 5,6 

Court, To be paid into county treasury V 13 

Of aldermen, justices of peace, magistrates or cormtable.^J , 

special law regulating forbidden , HI 7 

felony, Attainder of, I IB 

Member of legislature guilty of, not iirivileged from arre.st, II 15 

ferries, Special law relating to, forbidden Ill 7 

FINANCE. Sec also TAXATION. 

General provisions relative to, IX 

FINES, Governor may remit, IV 9 

Not to be excessive, I 13 

Remitting of by special law, forbidden, Ill 7 

To be paid into county treasury V 13 

FIREARMS. See ARMS. 

FOREIGN corporations, Regulation of XVI 5 

FORFEITURES for suicide, problbli(*d I 19 

Governor may remit, IV 9 

Of estate from a ttnind(*r, I IP 

Remitting of, by special law forbidden HI 7 

FREEDOM, Men are born In, I t 

Of elections, I 5 

Of press, I 7 

FREIGHT, Dlscriminatlun In transportation of, prohibited, .. XVII 3,7 

FUEL used by State to be bought by eou tract, HI 12 

GENERAL ASSEMIU.Y. See LECtlHLATURE; EldOOTIONH. 

GOVERNMENT, Any hvmwh of, may be examined, I 7 

Free , fomulecl tm ntithorliy of petjple, I 2 

People have rigid, to niter, reform or aladlsh, I 2 

GOVERNOR, General provlsloim relntbtg to, .................. IV 

Appointing power of, IV B 

Appointments to fill judicial vacancies, V 2.1 

!V 8 

Approval or disapproval of concurrent orders, resolutUum <»r 

votes, MI 2<i 

Commander of army and navy of State, IV 7 

Concurrent orders, r(‘Holutions and voteai to he presented to, .. MX 26 

Contested election of, IV 2,17 

Contracts to be approved by, HI 12 

Death or disability of, IV 13,14 

Election of, IV 2 

Eligibility of, IV 3,5,6 
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Art. Sec 

Impeachment of, VI 

May adjourn legislature in certain cases, IV 1 

May approve or veto bills, IV 1 

May convene legislature or Senate in special session, IV 1 

May remit fines and forfeitures, IV 

May require information from ofiScers of Executive Depart- 
ment, IV 1 

May veto appropriation bills in part, IV li 

Messages of, IV i; 

Must approve certain contracts, Ill i: 

Nominations by, action in Senate, IV j 

Pardoning power of, IV j 

Qualifications of, IV 5,( 

Record of official acts of, to be kept by Secretary of the Com- 
monwealth, IV 1,< 

Supreme executive power vested in, IV 5 

Term of, IV 3, 1" 

To approve certain State contracts, Ill n 

To sign all commissions, JV K 

Vacancy in ofiice of, IV 13, R 

Veto power, Ill 2f 

IV 15, R 

When liable to impeachment, VI 5 

GRATUITIES tor military service, appropriations for, Ill !{; 

GRAVEYARDS, Special laws relating to, forbidden, Ill 7 

GRIEVANCES, Right to petition for redress of, I 2C 

GROUNDS, See Public Grounds. 

GUARDIANS, Investments by, HI 22 

HABEAS CORPUS, Jurisdiction of Supreme Court, V 3 

When suspended, I 14 

HAPPINESS, Right of pursuing, I 1^2 

HEREDITARY DISTINCTION, Prohibited, I 24 

HIGHWAYS, public, Railroads and canals declared to be, XVII 1 

Special or local laws concerning, forbidden, Ill 7 

HOMICIDE, Appeal to Supreme Court, V 24 

HOUSE OE REPRESENTATIVES. See LEGISLATURE. 

IMMUNITIES, Special law granting irrevocable, forbidden, .. I 17 

IMPEACHMENT, General provisions relating to, VI 

Governor may not pardon for, IV 9 

House to have sole power of, VI 1 

Result of judgment of, VI 3 

Tried only by Senate, VI 2 

Who liable to, VI 3 

IMPRISONMENT for debt, I 16 

INCOMPATIBLE OFFICERS, XII 2 

What are, IV 6 

INCORPORATION. See also CORPORATIONS. 

Of municipalities by special law forbidden, Ill 7 

INDEBTEDNESS. See DEBT. 
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Art. Sec. 

INDEFEASIBLE RIGHTS, Men have, I 1,3 

INDEPENDENT, Men are born, I 1 

INDICTMENT, Prosecutions by, I 9,10 

Wording or conclusion of, V 23 

INDIVIDUAL, Special privilege to any, forbidden, Ill 7 

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS, Bureau of, IV 19 

INFAMOUS CRIME, Conviction of, to disqualify for office, II 7 

INFORMATION in criminal causes, limited, I 10 

Prosecutions by, I 9 

INHERENT RIGHTS, of mankind, I 1 

INJUNCTION, Jurisdiction of Supreme Court, V 3 

INJURY to land. 5 , goods, person or reputation, legal remedy for 

every, I 11 

INJURIES, No limit to amount of damages for, Ill 21 

Of employes, legislature may enact laws providing compensa- 
tion for, Ill 21 

Survival of action for, Ill 21 

INSOLVENT DEBTORS, Imprisonment of, I 16 

INSPECTION of merchandise, etc.. State office for, forbidden, . Ill 27 

INSTRUCTION, Public, Superintendent, part of Executive De- 
partment, IV 1 

INTEREST, Special law fixing rate of, forbidden, Ill 7 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS, Pilling vacancy in office of Secretary, IV 8 

Secretary of, duties, IV 19 

XVII 11 

Election and term of, IV 21 

Member of Pardon Board, IV 9 

Part of Executive Department, IV 1 

Supervision over common carriers, XVII 11 

Term of, IV 21 

INVASION of the State, I U 

IX 4,9 

INVESTIGATIONS, Public, may be published, I 7 

INVESTMENT of trust funds, Restrictions on, Ill 22 

JAIL DELIVERY, Commission of, prohibited, I 16 

JEOP A ED Y , Twice in , I 10 

JOINT STOCK COMPANIES. See CORPORA TIONS. 

JOURNAL. See LEGISLATURE. 

JUDGES , See COURTS . 

JUDGMENT of peers , I 9 

JUDGMENTS. Bee also COURTS 

Dockets for, in Philadelphia, V 7 

Special law forbidden affecting methods of enforcing, Ill 7 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS. See COURTS. 

JUDICIAL SALE of real estate. Special law forbidden, prescrib- 
ing effect of, - Ill 7 

JUDICIARY. See COURTS. 

JURISDICTION. See COURTS. 

JURY, Election officers exempted from service on, VIII 14 

When parties may dispense with trial by, V 27 
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Art. Sec. 

JURY TRIALf, Guaranteed in certain criminal causes, I 9 

Right to, I 6,9 

JUSTICE to be administered without sale, denial or delay, I 11 

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, Certiorari to, V 10 

Election of, Y 11 

Judges of common pleas to be, — Y 10 

Special laws affecting, forbidden, Ill 7 

Special law forbidden affecting practice or jurisdiction, III 7 

LABOR, Special law regulating, forbidden, HI 7 

LAND TITLES. Laws may be passed for registering, transfer- 
ring, insuring and guaranteeing, Page 67 

LANES. See HIGHWAYS. 

LAW, Ex post facto, forbidden, I I7 

Of the land, in criminal causes, I 9 

LAWS. See also LEGISLATURE. 

Amendment of, by title, prohibited, HI. 6 

Forbidden where courts already have power to give relief, . . HI 7 

Granting irrevocable privileges or immunities forbidden, I 17 

May be passed providing a system of registering, transferring, 

insuring and guaranteeing land titles, ;..Page 67 

Repeal of, permitted, HI 7 

Revival of, by title, prohibited, HI 6 

Suspension of, limited, ; I 12 

LAWYER, Accused may have, I 9 

LAYING out of highways by special law forbidden, HI 7 

LEGISLATION. See also LEGISLATURE. 

General provisions relating to, HI 

LEGISLATIYE POWER, how vested, H 1 

LEGISLATURE. See also Index to Prohibited Legislation, ..Page 81 

Action of Senate on executive nominations, lY S 

Adjournment, H 10 14- 

lY 12 

Amendment of bills, HI 1 4 

Amendment of laws, HI 6 

Apportionment of members, H 16,17,18 

Appropriation bills may be vetoed in part, lY 16 

Biennial meetings, H 4 

Bills passed to be presented to Governor, lY 15 

Retained by Governor, iy 15 

Returned without Executive approval, IY 15 

Revenue to originate in House, HI 14 

To be read at length on three different days, HI 4 

To be referred to committee, returned therefrom and 

printed, HI 2 

To have but one subject clearly expressed in title, . .... ... HI 3 

Bribery of members, HI 29,30,3t32 

Committee, Session to he open, H 13 

Compensation of members, II 8 

Of officers and employes, 1 HI - ^ 10 

Compulsory attendance of absent members, II 10 
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Art. See. 

Concurrent orders, resolutioiis or voIoh to 1)0 prosontod to 

executive, 

Concurring in amcndnieuts, Ill .I 

Conferring provisions of law, Ill 6 

Conviction of certain crimes to <lis<i\inlify for 11 7 

Corporate charters may be altered or revoked by, XVI 10 

Each branch to keep journal, IT 12 

Election of members 11 2 

Employes, Numbers, duties and compeT'Hat ion of, to be lixed. TH 1(1 

Executive nominations, IV H 

Ex post facto law, X 17 

Expulsion of members, II 11 

Extension of provisions of laws, Til 6 

Final passage of bills, Ill 4 

General provisions relating to II 

Governor may adjourn in eertain eases IV 12 

May convene on extraordinary oecnsions, IV 12 

May convene J^enate in special s(wi<m, IV 12 

To give information to, IV 11 

House of Representatives, part of, IT 1 

Adjournment without eonsent of Senate, If tl 

Districts, TI 17. IH 

Speaker of, 1 1 p 

in i) 

To have sole power of bnt)ea<*hrnent, VI I 

Increase of salary or mileage (iuring t<‘r m, furbiddeii, ........ II H 

Journals to be kept and published , tl P2 

When yea and nay vote muHt be rec’orded on, Ill 4,5,211 

IV 15 

Laws to be passed by bill , HI I 

Liens not be be specially created, extended or Imfinlre*!, Ill 7 

Lieutenant Governor to lie president of Henate, ............ IV 1 

Local laws forbidden In t'lndnln cases. HI 7 

May establisli new courts , V I 

May fix day for holding municipal elf»ctlon, .................. VIIl t\ 

May pass laws proxddhig a system b»r reglNferbig, transferring, 
insuring and gimrimteeing land titles, dbige 

Meetings of, ...... . 11 4 

Member, ineligible to certain tdlhs*, H p 

Must dinelose latereat In bill , Jt I fgs 

Of OongresH ineligible tt>, tt d 

Oath of ofllctn , vi I 

Officers I I H 

III 10 

Numbers, duties anti etanpensation to be tme*!. , ... IH 10 

Passage of bills, n I 1 ,2, a. 4, 5, 

11,7, H,0 

Power to punish for contempt, II jl 

Powers of each liranch , II 11 

President of {Senate , II p 

, IV 4,11 

8 
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Privileges of members, 

Proceeding, Journal of, to be kept and published, 

Of, may be criticised, 

Prohibited legislation. See SPECIAL INDEX, Page 81. 

Public officers ineligible to, 

Punishment for contempt not to bar indictment, 

Qualifications of members, 

Quorum , 

Reports of conference committees, 

Representative districts, 

Residence of members, 

Revival of laws, 

Rules of procedure, 

Senate a part of, 

Action on executive nominations , 

Adjournment without consent of House, 

Districts, 

Presiding officers , , • 

Qualifications of members, 

Special session of, 

Term of members, 

To try all impeachments , 

Vacancy In , 

Senatorial district, 

Sessions of, 

Special, 

To be open, 

Signing of bills by presiding officers, 

Speaker of the House, 

Special laws prohibited on certain subjects, 

Special Session, 

of Senate, 

Speech or debate in, member not to be questioned for, 

Term of members, 

Vacancy in, 

Vote on final passage of bills, 

To be entered on journal on request, 

To be viva voce, 

LEGITIMATION of children by special law, forbidden, 

TjIABILITY or obligation of corporations, owned by State, — 

LIBEL, 

LIBERTY, Civil and religious, 

Depriving accused of, 

Right of enjoying and defending, 

LIENS, Special or local laws concerning, 

LIFE, Depriving accused of, 

Not to be twice in jeopardy for same offense, 

Right of enjoying and defending, ! 
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Art. Sec. 

limitation of action, Ill 21 

Of damages for injuries, forbidden, Ill 21 

lieutenant GOVERNOK, IV I 

Contested election of, IV 2,17 

Disability of, 11 9 

IV U 

Election and term of, IV 4,17 

Eligibility of, IV :i,4,5,6 

Member of Pardon Board, — IV 9 

President of Senate , IV 4 

Qualifications of, IV 

Vacancy in office of, 11 9 

IV 14 

LOCAL bills, notice of, requir'd, Ill S 

Laws. S(‘e also Index to Prohibited liegiHlatbm. Page HI. 

Certain, forbidden, Ill 1 

MAGISTRATES. See alMo COURTS ; JUSTICES OE THE 
PEACE. 

Court, Appeal from summary conviction, V II 

Courts in Philadelphia , — .... V 12 

Special law affecting, forbidden * Ill 7 

MAINTAINING highway by special law forbidden, Ill 7 

MANDAMUS, jnrlmlictlon of Supreme (’‘onrt, V .4 

MANUE"ACTURINO, Common carriers not to engage In, KVII H 

Company, Transportation privileges of, XVII 5 

MASTERS in chancery, Special law forbidden affecting 

or jurisdiction, HI 7 

MEASURING of merchandise, etc., State for the, for* 

bidden. HI 27 

MEETINGS of legislature, It 4 

MEMBER of Congress, ineligible to legislature ................. II 

MEMBERS of Legislature. Hee r^EGISIATTIRE. 

• MESSAGE of Governor, IV II 

MIIjEAGE, MetnberH of legislature, 11 H 

MILITIA. See also AHMYj MO.ITAHY PGWEIi: 

SOLDIERS; STANDING ARMY, 

Governor to be commander of, IV 7 

General provisiorm relating to. . X"l I 

MILITARY POWER. See n\m ARMY, ELECTIONS* Mllr 
ITIA; SOLDIERS: STANDING ARMY. 

Not to interfere with electhina, I 3 

Subordinate, to civil power, I 22 

MINING, Common carriera not to engage in, .................. XVII H 

* . Company, Transportation privilegea of, XVII fi 

Regulation of, by apoeial law forbidden , Ill 7 

MINISTRY , No man compelled to maintain , I S 

MINORS, Special laws affecting estiite of, Ill 7 

MODES of worship. No prefc^rence given tt>, I H 

MONEY, How- pay men tB nmy be made from State Treasury , .. Ill 10 
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Art. Sec. 

MONEYS, State, Conversion of, to private use, IX 14 

Refund, of by special law, forbidden, Ill 7 

Reserve to be secured, IX 13 

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS, when held, VIII 3 

MUNICIPALITIES. See also BOROUGHS; CITIES: COUNTY; 

TOWNSHIP; STREET RAILWAYS. 

City sinking fund, IX 10 

XV 3 

Corrupt solicitation of officers of, Ill 31,32 

Debt of, limited, IX 8,15 

Not to be assumed by State, IX 9 

Provision to be made for liquidation, IX 10 

Eminent domain regulated, XVI 8 

Functions of, not to be exercised by special commission, etc.. Ill 20 

Incurring of debt by, municipal commission, XV 2 

‘ May appoint officers to inspect or measure merchandise, etc.. Ill 27 

Not to be authorized to become stockholders in corporation, IX 7 

Sinking fund, provision for, .-. IX 10 

Waterworks, subways and railways; indebtedness for, IX X5 

- • NAVY, Governor to be commander in chief, IV 7 

“ NAMES, Special laws changing, forbidden, Ill 7 

' NISI PRiUS COURTS, abolished, V 2 } 

NOBILITY, Titles of prohibited, I 24 

• NOMINATIONS by Governor, Action of Senate on, IV 8 

NORMAL SCHOOLS, Appropriations to, III 17 

OATH of office, VII 

OBLIGATION of contracts. Laws impairing, forbidden, I 17 

Of corporations, owned by State, HI 24 

OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES, Legislature may enact laws pro- 
viding compensation for, Ill 2X 

OFFICE. See also OFFICERS; OFFICES. 

Appointments to, beyond terin of good behavior, forbidden, .. I 24 

Certain crimes to disqualify for, II 7 

Oath of, VII 

Religious sentiments not to disqualify for holding, I 4 

Removal from, V 15 


VI 3,4 

VII 

XII 3 

OFFICERS. See also ELECTIONS; LEGISLATURE: OF- 


FICE; OFFICES. 

County, Accountability of, XIV 6 

Compensation of, i XIV 5,6 

Eiection of, XIV 2 

General provisions relating to, XIV 

Office to be kept in county town, XIV 4 

Residence required, XIV 3 

Vancancies, XIV • 2 

Public, ineligible to Legislature, II 6 


116 





Art. ISee. 

Elected by people, how removed, VI 4 

Federal, not to hold State olhee, XII 2 

Not eligible to legmlature, II 6 

Public, corrupt solicitation of, HI 31,;^2 

Duelling by, ... — — XU 3 

Extension of term prohibited, Ill 13 

Extra compenisation forbidden, Ill 11,13 

Incompa table oHicea XII 2 

Local election of, XII 1 

Salary not to be changed after election or appointment, III 13 

Term not to be extended after election or appointment, .. Ill 13 

Removal from office, V 13 

VI 3,4 

VH 

xn 3 

Special laws affecting, prohibited, HI 7 

State, election of, XII 1 

When liable to removal from office, VI 4 

OFFICES. See also K LECTIO NS ; OB^FICE ; OEFK^ERS. 

Incompatible, XII 2 

OPENING of highways by special law forbidden, HI 7 

ORPHANS^ COUUT. See COURTS. 

ORPHANS of soldiern, Appropriations to institiitioim for Ill 13 

OVERSEERS of (dection V 1 11 HI 

OYER AND TEEMINEU. See also COURTS. 

Commission of, prohibittal, I 1.3 

PAPER. See Printing find Binding. 

PARDON BOARD, IV 3 

PARDONS, Manner of gnmtlng, IV 3 

PASSENGER r.ailwnys. See STREET RAnAVAYH. 

PASSES, may. not be granted by common cmrrlerH, XVIl H 

PEERS, .Tudgrnent of t P 

PENALTIES. See also FINES; FORFEITURES, t 

Remitting of, by apeclnl law forhhhlen ..... HI 7 

To be ladd into county treasury , V 13 

PENSIONS , Approprliitloim for , tit in 

PEOPLE, Free gt)vernment foundetl cm iiuthorlty of , I 2 

Have light to alter, reform, and ala»ll»h government, I 2 

Power Inherent In , I 2 

PERJURY, Conviction of, to <lisi|naUfy for office, 1 1 7 

Punishment for, In certain caaea, Vll 

PERSONS under dlsnhlUty, Speelal lawa affecting eatatea of, .. HI 7 

PETITION, Right of, I m 

PHILADEIiPII lA , Aldermen aholiahetl, , V 12 

OoramisslonerH to he county comm las loners, . . Heh.I .Tl 

Common plea-i courts In, V (1,7 .H 

Criminal courts in V H 

Debt of, for certain purposes, authorUed, IX H 

Increase in number of judging in , V (I 

Magistrates courts, ... V 12,13 

Police courts in , V 12 
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Art. See. 

Prothonotary, * V 7 

Suits, how instituted, V 6 

PLACE of trust or profit, Religious sentiments not to disqualify 

for holding, I 4 

Of worship. No man compelled to support or attend, I 3 

PLAN. See PLATS. 

PLATS, town. Special law relating to, forbidden, Ill 7 

POLICE courts in Philadelphia, V 12 

POLICE POWERS of State not to be abridged in relation to cor- 
porations, XVI 3 

POWERS. See PRIVILEGES. 

PRESIDENT pro tern, of Senate, II 9 

PRESS, Printing, to be free, I 7 

PRINT, Citizens may, on any subject, 1 7 

PRINTING and binding to be done by contract, Ill 12 

Press to be free, I 7 

PRISONERS to be bailable, I 14 

PRIVATE corporations. See CORPORATIONS. 

Property taken for public use. See EMINENT DOMAIN. 

PRIVILEGE of electors from arrest, VTII o 

PRIVILEGES and powers. Granting of, by special law in certain 

cases forbidden, Ill 7 

Of members of legislature, II 15 

Special, Laws granting irrevocable, forbidden, I 17 

PROCESS, how styled, V 23 

PROHIBITED LEGISLATION. See SPECIAL INDEX. Page 81 
PROPERTY. See also EMINENT DOMAIN ; REAL ESTATE. 

Depriving accused of, I 9 

Exemption of, from taxation by special laws, forbidden, .. Ill 7 

Right of acquiring, etc., I 1 

PROSECUTIONS, how carried on, V 23 

Ending phrase in all, .■ V 23 

Public trial guaranteed in, I 9 

PROTHONOTARY. See also COUNTY. 

Philadelphia county, V 7 

PUBLIC agents. Extra compensation to, prohibited, HI 11 

Contractors, Extra compensation to, prohibited, Ill 11 

Grounds (other than State) Special laws relating to, forbidden, III 7 

Instruction, Superintendent of, appointment of, IV 8 

Unties, IV 20 

Part of Executive Department, IV 1 

Investigations may be published, I 7 

PUBLIC OFFICERS. See also OFFICERS; OFFICES 

General provisions relative to, XII 

Servants, employes, agents and contractors. Extra compensa- 
tion to, forbidden, HI 11 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS. See also SCHOOLS. 

Money therefor not to be used for sectarian purposes, X 2 

Provision to he made for, X 1 

Special laws affecting, forbidden, HI 7 

PUBLIC SERVANTS, Extra compensation to, prohibited, .... HI 11 

PUNISHMENTS not to be cruel, I 13 
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(Jt/AR’TER SESSIONS COURTS. See COURTS. 

quorum in legislature, 

QUO WARRANTO, Jurisdiction of Supreme Court, 

RAILROADS, See also CORPORATIONS; CANALS. 

Acceptance of constitutional provisions, 

Books open for inspection, 

Connection with other lines, 

Consolidation with competing line, forbidden, 

Declared to be common carriers, 

To be public highways, 

Discrimination not to be made in charges and facilities, 

General provisions relative to, 

Note to engage in other business, 

Obligations of, owned by State, 

Office to be maintained in State, 

Officers, Not to be officers of competing lines, 

Not to engage in certain business, 

Passes forbidden, 

Regulation of transportation of property find persons. 

Right of construction and operation, 

Special law permitting laying of tnick, forbidden, 

Street railways in cities, boroughs, townships, 

Municipal indebtedness for, 

Transportation privileges of mining or manufjicturing com- 
panies, 

Under supervision of KSecretary of Internal Affairs 

RATE of interest, Special hiw fixing, forbidden 

REAL ESTATE. See also EMINENT DOMAIN; PR01»JQRTY 

Limitation on holding of, by corporations, 

Special law forbidden, prescribing edVct of judicial Sfile of, 
REBELLION, Habeas corpus nmy be suspended in ease of, 
RECORDER OE DEEDH. See COUNTY . 

REFUNDING OE MONEY, Special law forbidden, 

REGISTER OF WII/LS. Se(‘ also <H)tJNTY. 

To be clerk of orphan’s courts 

REGISTERS^ (X) URTS abolished 1 ] 

REGISTRATION, in cities, iaiws must be uniform, 

RELIGIOUkS establlsliments, PrefenuKa^ not to be given to' any* 
Liberty, 

Sentiments not to disqualify for holding office 

REMEDY for all injuries, 

REMONSTRANCE, Right of, . 

REMOVAL from office, General provisions relative to, 


REPEAL of law, Enactment by partial, forbidden 
REPRESENTATIVB]S. See LEGISLATURE. 

reprieve Governor may grant, 

REPUTATION, Right of protecting, 

RESERVE FUNDS, State, to be secured’ ’* ^* .*’”*’ ’ 
residence. Voting when neither gained nor lost, 
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Art. J^ee. 

RESOLUTIONH, Concurrent, to be presented to Governor, III 2<5 

REVENUE bill to originate in House, HI 14 

REVIVAL OF LAWS, Ill 6 

RIGHT of assemblage and petition, I 20 

Of free speech, I 7 

Of self defence, 1 21 

Of suffrage. See ELECTIONS. 

To alter, reform or abolish government, I 2 

To bear arms, I 21 

To criticise legislature or government not to be restrained, .. I 7 

To free communication of thoughts and opinions, I 7 

To jury trial, I 6 

To worship God, I 3 

RIGHTS, Declaration of, I 

Of conscience not to be controlled or interfered with, I 3 

Of defendant in criminal causes, I 9 

Reserved and inviolate, I 26 

ROADS, Special laws forbidden, Ill 7 

SAFETY of people, Government instituted for, T 2 

SALARY, See also OFFICERS. 

Of members of legislature, II 8 

SALE of real estate, Special law forbidden, prescribing effect of 

judicial, Ill 7 

SCHEDULE, Amendments of 1909, Page 73 

To constitution, Page 67 

SCHOOLS. See also EDUCATION, SUPERINTENDENT OP 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION; PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

Debt of districts, limited, IX 8 

Districts, Changing lines by special law forbidden, Ill 7 

Creating offices in, by special law forbidden, Ill 7 

Division of money to sectarian institution, prohibited, X 2 

Normal, appropriations for, Ill 17 

Public, Special laws affecting, forbidden, HI 7 

Special law affecting houses, forbidden, Ill 7 

Relating to districts forbidden, Ill 7 

Women eligible to offices in management of, X 3 

SEAL OF PENNSYLVANIA, IV 22 

SEARCH WARRANTS limited, I 8 

SEARCHES, People to be secure from, I 8 

SECRETARY OP COMMONWEALTH, Appointed by Governor, IV 8 

Duties, IV 18 

Member of Pardon Board, IV 9 

Part of Executive Department, IV 1 

To keep record of official acts of Governor, IV 18 

SECRETARY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS. See INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS. 

SECTARIAN INSTITUTIONS, Appropriation to prohibited, .. Ill 18 

Diversion of school money to, prohibited, X 2 

SEIZURES, People to be secure from, I 8 

SELF-DEFENCE, Right of, ' I 21 

SENATE. See LEGISLATURE. 
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Art. Sec. 

SENATOR, United States, vacancy, 11 4 

<^BNTENCE, Commutation of, IV 9 

sentiments. See RErJGTOUS SENTIMENTS. 

SERVANT, public, Extra compensation to, forbidden, HI 11 

SESSION. ’ See LEGISLATURE. 

SHERIFF. Sec also COUNTY . 

Special law, forbidden, all ectinp: t)racti('e or jurisdiction, — HI 7 

SIGNING of bills by presiding oHicers HI 9 

SINKING FUND, City, XV 9 

Municipal, Provision for, TX 10 

State, regulation of, IX 11,12 

SLANDER, - I 7 

SOLDIERS. See also AIUMY : ELECTIONS; MILITARY 
POWER; MILITIA; STANDING ARMY. 

Quartering of, I 23 

Voting by, VHI 6 

SOLDIERS’ widows and ori;)bans, ai)pr<>r)riatioiLs to institutions 

for, IXX 10 

SOLICITATION, Corrupt, HI 20,30,31,32 

Punishment lor, HI 31,32 

Witnesses may be compelh'd to t(‘stify, TIT 32 

SPEAKER OF HOUSE H 0 

SPECIAL bills, Notice of required, HI 8 

Laws. See also index to proliibited Legislation Page 81 

Certain, forbidden, Ill 7 

Repeal of, permitted HI 7 

Privileges or imnunuti(‘s, irrevocable, forbidden, I 17 

SPECIAL SESSION of LegiHlnture, H 4 

m 25 

Of Senate, IV 12 

SPEECH, Right of, free, I 7 

Or Debate, members of legislatuta* not to Ih' (pK'Htbmed, for, H 13 

STANDING ARMY in time of pence, IL'gulation (»f, I 22 

STATE enpital, IlestrietionH in cbtinge of location of, HI 28 

May guarantee titles to Inufl Page* 07 

Treas\irer. See TREASURER. 

STATIONERY. See PRINTING ANU BINDING. 

STOCK Tncrea.se of, by <*orporatioim, regulated, ... XVI 7 

Issue of, by eorporntioPH, regulated, XVI 7 

STREET RAILWAYS. See nlnu (hlRPORATlONS ; RAIL 
ROADS. 

Consent necessary to lay triudcn in niunidpalitieM , XVH fl 

Munieipal ind(‘bte(IneHS L>r , IX 15 

STREETS, St)eelal laws relating to, forbidden, HI 7 

SUBWAYS, Munieipal indeht('dn<*HS for, IX 15 

SUCCESSION, Speeiftl law changing, forbidden IH 7 

SUFFRAGE. See ELECTIONS. 

SUICIDE, Estate of those (sanmitting, I 10 

SUITS against the Commonwealth I II 

Institution of, in Philadcdphia, V 6 
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Art. 


SUMMARY CONVICTION, Appeal from, V 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, Appoint- 
ment and term of, IV 

Duties, IV 

Filling vacancy in office of, IV 

May not be removed by appointing power, - VI 

Part of executive department, IV 

SUPREME COURT. See COURTS. 

SURETY OP THE PEACE, members of Legislature guilty of, 

not privileged from arrest, II 

SURVEYOR. See COUNTY. 

SURVEYOR GENERAL, Duties of, to be performed by Secre- 
tary of Internal Affairs, IV 

SURVIVAL OF ACTION where death results, Ill 

SUSPENSION OF LAAVS, I 

TAX, Payment of, by elector, VHI 

TAXATION, Corporations, IX 

Exemption from, IX 

Exemption of property from, forbidden by special law, Ill 

General provisions relative to, IX 

Uniformity of, required, IX 

TAXES, Not to be levied by special commission, private corpora- 
tion or association, Ill 

TELEGRAPH COMPANIES, Rights and limitations, XVI 

TERM See PUBLIC OFFICER; OFFICERS. 

TITLE of laws. See LAWS. 

Of nobility, prohibited, I 

To land. Laws may be passed for registering, transferring, 

insuring and guaranteeing, P^ge 67 

Torrens Land system; Legislature may establish, Page 67 

TRACK. See RAILROAD. 

TRADE, Regulating of, by special law forbidden, Ill 

TRANSPORTATION. See CANALS ; RAILROADS . 

TREASON, Attainder of, I 

Members of Legislature guilty of, not privileged from arrest, II 
TREASURER (County). See COUNTY. 

State, Filling vacancy in office of, IV 

Monthly statement of reserve funds, IX 

Must approve certain contracts, HI 

Part of Executive Department, IV 

Term of IV 

TRIAL. See also COURTS. 

By jury, I 

When parties may dispense with, V 

TRIBUNALS. See also COURTS. 

Special law forbidden affecting practice or jurisdiction, Ill 

TROOPS. See also ARMY; MILITARY POWER; SOL- 
DIERS; STANDING ARMY. 

Quartering of, I 


Se 


] 


1 , 


1 

2 


1 ; 


1 , 


i: 

1 ! 

2 : 

2 : 

i 

% 




122 



INDEX. 


I 




I 

/ 



Art. Sec. 

TBUST funds. Regulation of investment of by executors, etc*, .. Ill 22 

Of profit, Place of. See FLACK; OE^FICK. 

trustees, Investments by, HI 22 

town plats. Special laws relating to, forbidden, Ill 7 

towns, Changing charter of, by Hpe<unl law, forbidden, HI 7 

Incorporation of, by special law forbidden, HI 7 

townships. See also CITIES; BOHOUOIIS; COUNTY; 
MUNICIPALTHLS. 

Changing lines by specdnl law, forbhkkn, HI 7 

Creating offices in, by special law forbidden, HI 7 

Debt of, limited, IX 8 

Elections for officers, VIII 3 

Erection of, by special law, forbidden, HI 7 

Not to be authorissed to become stockholders in <.*ori>orations, . . IX 7 

Special law affecting officers, forbidden, HI 7 

Special laws forbidden, HI 7 

Street railway must se<*ure consent of, to lay tracks, XVH 9 

TWICE in jeopardy, I 10 

UNDERGROUND RAILWAYS, Municipal indebtedness tux, ..IX 15 

UNITED STATES, Officers of, not to hold <»ffice in State, XII 2 

Officers of, not to be members of Legislature, II 6 

Senator, vacancy, 11 4 

VAOANCIIQS, County officers XIV 2 

Courts of record , IV 8 

V n 

Governor may fill, IV 8 

V n 

Governor, IV 13 

Legislature, H 2 

Lieutenant Governor, IV H 

Secretary of Internal Affairs, IV S 

United States Senator, H 4 

VACATING highways and town plats by special law forbidden, .. Ill 7 

VENUE, Change by siwcinl law forbidden, HI 7 

Change of, HI 7,23 

VETO of eoneurrent t)rders, resohitlona or votes, Promitire on... Ill 2*1 

Of Governor , lum exerelwed , Ill 2d 

IV 15, Id 

Partial, of appropriation bills, IV Id 

VICINAGE, Jury of I 9 

VILLAGES, Changing ('barter of, by special law f<*rbidden, .... Ill 7 

Incorporatimi of, by special law forbidden, HI 7 

VIVA VOCE, Persons in representative capaeity to vote, VHI 12 

VOTE. See CORPORATIONS; ELEC^TIONH; LEGISLA- 
TURE. 

VOTERS, Qualifications of, VHI 1 

VOTING. See also ELECTIONS. 

Special laws relating to, forbidden, III 7 
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WARDS, Elections for officers, '. VIII 3 

Special laws forbidden, IH 7 

WARRANTS, Search, limited, I 8 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES , State inspection , HI 27 

WIDOWS of soldiers. Appropriation to institutions, for, ...... Ill 19 

WITNESSES, Compulsory process for, in criminal cases, I g 

Compulsory testimony in bribery and corrupt solicitation,.... Ill 32 

WOMEN, Eligible to offices in school management, X 3 

WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION, Legislature may enect laws 

providing for, Ill 21 

WORSHIP of God, free, : 1 3 

Modes of, no preference to be given to, I 3 

No man compelled to attend or support place of, I 3 

WRITS . See COURTS ; HABEAS CORPUS. 

YEAS AND NAYS. See LEGISLATURE 
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In 1835, by an act of April 14, Pamphlet Laws 270, tlie Legislature 
submitted to the electors the question whether a convention should 
be called to propose amendments to the (Constitution, The vote being 
in favor of it, a convention was called May 2, 1837, The convention 
after several adjournments completed its labors Februaiy 22, 1838. 
The changes made in the Constitution were slight. The amendments 
barely succeeded in receiving a majority, the result being 113,971 
votes for the amendments and 112,759 votes against the amendments. 
Although the action of the electors amounted to nothing more than 
an amendment of the Constitution of 1799, the (Constitution as thus 
amended is popularly known as the Constitution of 1838, and is so 
designated in this edition. 

In transcribing the Constitution of 1838 as amended, the scrivener 
evidently through inadvertance failed to designate the Declaration 
of Rights as Article TX, and transcribed it as part of Article VIM. 
This leaves the original manuscript without any Article TX. In 
this text the Declaration of Eights has been mnubere<l Article IX as 
it originally appeared in the (ConHiitution of 1790. The (Constitu- 
tion of 1838 was amciuled in 1850, 1857, 1804 and 1872, which amend- 
ments have been incorporated in their appropriate places hi the Con- 
stitution. 
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1838, Article I. 


CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1838. 


We, the people of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, ordain and 
establish this constitution for its government. 


I ARTICLE 1. 

OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

^ Sec. 1. The legislative power of this commonwealth shall be vested 
in a general assembly, which shall consist of a senate and house of 
representatives. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsetiiient Constitutiona: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, See. 1. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 1. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 2. The representatives shall be chosen annually, by the citi- 
zens on the second Tuesday of October. (Amendment of 1867.) 

Corresponding provisions of prior and Hul)s<‘qucnt Onistltutiona: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 9. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec, 2. (Verbatim before amendment of 1857.) 
Constitution of 1873, Art. 11, Secs. 2, 3. 

Section two of article one of Huh Constitution originally read as 
follows: 

. Sec. 2. The representatlveH shall be chosen niumnlly, by the cdtlxens 

of the city of PMUulclphia^ and of each county reeyeetimdy , on the 
second TucEday of October . 

Note: The words In italics were strh’ken out by the amemlment of 1857. 

I Sec. 3. No person shall be a represenlative who shall not have 
j attained the age of twetxty-one years, and havt! been a citizen and 

f. inhabitant of the State thre<^ years next preceding his election, an<i 

V the last year thereof an iuhuhitani of the district in and for whicli 

^ be shall be chosen a representative, unless he sluill have been absent 

on the public business of the Uiuted States or of this State. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Secs. 7, 8. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 3. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 5. 
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1838, Article I. 

Sec. 4. In the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, 
and in every seventh year thereafter, representatives to the number 
of one hundred shall be apportioned and distributed equally through- 
out the State by districts, in proportion to the number of taxable 
inhabitants in the several parts thereof ; except that any county con- 
taining at least three thousand five hundred taxables may be allowed 
a separate representation; but no more than three counties shall be 
joined, and no county shall be divided in the formation of a district. 
Any city containing a sufficient number of taxables to entitle it to 
at least two representatives, shall have a separate representation 
assigned it, and shall be divided into convenient districts of con- 
tiguous territory, of equal taxable population as near as may be, 
each of which districts shall elect one representative. (Amendment 
of 1857.) 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 17. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 4. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 17, 18. 

Section four of article one of this Constitution originally read as 
follows: 

' j 

Sec. L Within three years after the first meeting of the general as- 
sembly, and within every subsequent term of seven years, an enumera- 
tion of the taxable inhabitants shall be made in such manner as shall 
be directed by law. The number of representatives shall, at the several 
periods of making such enumeration, be fixed by the legislature, and 
apportioned among the city of Philadelphia and the several counties, 
according to the number of taxable inhabitants in each ; and shall never 
be less than sixty nor greater than one hundred. Kach county shall 
have at least one representative., but no county hereafter erected shall 
be entitled to a separate re' ;:?sentation until a suflicient number of 
taxable inhabitants shall be contained within it to entitle them to one 
representative, agreeably to the ratio of which shall then be estab- 
lished . '] 

Sec. 5. The senators shall be chosen for three years by the citizens 
at the same time, in the same manner, and at the same places where 
they shall vote for representatives. (Amendment of 1857.) 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. 1, Sec. 5. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 2, 3. 

Section one of article five of this Constitution originally read 
as follows: 

Sec. 5. The senators shall be chosen for three years by the citizens 
of Philadelphia and of the several counties^ at the same time, in the 
'same manner, and at the same places where they shall vote for repre- 
sentatives . 

Note: The words in italics were stricken out by the amendment of 1857. 

130 



1838, Article 1. 

Sec. 6. The number of senators shall, at the several periods of 
t yiairing the enumeration before mentioned, be fixed by the legislature, 
and apportioned among the districts formed as hereinafter directed, 
according to the number of taxable inhabitants in each; and shall 
never be less than one-fourth, nor greater than one-third, of the 
number of representatives. 

Corresponding provisions of prior nud subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. 1, See. 0. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. 11, Sees. 10, 18. 

Sec. 7. The senators shall be chosen in districts, to be formed 
by the legislature; but no district shall be so formed as to entitle 
it to elect more than two senators, unless the number of taxable in- 
inhabitants in any city or county shall, at any time, be such as to 
entitle it to elect more than two, but no city or county shall be en- 
titled to elect more than four senators; when a district shall be com- 
posed of two or more counties, they shall be adjoining, and no 
county shall be divided in forming a district. 

The city of Philadelphia sluill bo divided into single senatorial 
distnets of contiguous territory, as nearly equal in taxable popular 
tion as possible; but no ward shall be dimded in the formation 
thereof. 

Tlte legislature, at its first sesskm afler the adoption of this amend- 
ment, shall divide the city of Philadelphia into senatorial and repre- 
sentative districts in the manner above provided; such districts to 
remain unchanged until the apportionment in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty jour. (,Ameiuliaeut of lybT.j 

OorroHiioluling prior iuitl (JoiiHlittiticiiis: 

(Jojustitutiuu of IVDU, Art. X, Hik;. 7. 

OouMtitutiou <»f 1873, Art. 11, 10, IB. 

Section seven of urtide one of this OonHlilntioa originally read as 
follows: 

7. HiUiiitorH nlmU Im! iXitinm iu clintrlrtH, to In* form<Hl by tlui 
but no tlintrirt «hnU lir ho tbrnuHl uh to tnidtin it to moro 
than two wmiitorj^, uiiIomh thn nninhor of tiuitblo inlutbituntM in nny olty 
or county Hhnll, nt any time, be aut‘b an to entitle it to duct morn than 
two, but no city or county aiiall be cntltlctl to elect mort' than four mmn 
torn; wiuai a dlHtrict nhnll be cuanpoaetl of irmre titan tvvti countlea, they 
shall be adjoining; mdihar Um vity of Philadelphia nor any comity shall 
be divided in forming a district. 

Note; The words In UitncH w<‘re Htricken out hy the amendment of IBo/, 
and the words in italioH in the SiH'tmn cited tibove inserted. 

Sec. 8. No person shall be a senator who sliall not have attained 
the age of twenty-live years, and have been a citizen and inhabitant 
of the State for four years next before his election, and the last year 
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1838, Article I. 

thereof an inhabitant of the district for which he shall be chosen, 
nnlftss he shall have been absent on the public business of the United 
States or of this State; and no person elected as aforesaid shall hold 
said office after he shall have removed from such district. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 8. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 5. 

Sec. 9. The senators who may be elected at the first general elec- 
tion after the adoption of the amendments to the constitution, shall be 
divided by lot into three classes. The seats of the senators of the 
first class shall be vacated at the expiration of the first year; of the 
second class at the expiration of the second year; and of the third 
class at the expiration of the third year; so that thereafter one-third 
of the whole number of senators may be chosen every year. The 
senators elected before the amendments to the constitution shall be 
adopted shall hold their offices during the terms for which they shall 
respectively have been elected. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 9. 

Sec. 10. The general assembly shall meet on the first Tuesday of 
January in every year, unless sooner convened by the governor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 9. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 10. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 4 

Sec. 11. Each house shall choose its speaker and other officers; 
and the senate shall also choose a speaker pro tempore when the 
speaker shall exercise the office of governor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 9. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 11. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 9 

Sec. 12. Each house shall judge of the qualifications of its mem- 
bers. Contested elections shall he determined by a committee, to 
be selected, formed, and regulated in such manner as shall be directed 
by law. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do 
business; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and 




y be authorized by law to compel the attendance of absent mem- ^ 
•s in such manner and under such penalties as may be provided. 


lorresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 
Constitution of 1776, Secs. 9, 10. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 12. (Verbatim). 
Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 9, 10. 


Sec. 13. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, 
nish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence 
two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same 
ase; and shall have all other powers necessary for a branch of the 
jislature of a free State. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 9. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 13 (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 11. 

Sec. 14. The legislature shall not have power to enact laws an- 
iiiing the contract of marriage in any case where, by law, the 
mrts of this commonwealth are, or hereafter may be, empowered to 
jcree a divorce. 

Corresponding provisions of sul>s(i(iuent (Constitutions: 

Constitution of 187.3, Art. Ill, Sec. 7. 

Sec. 16. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings and 
ublish them weekly, e.xcept such jiurt as may re<iuirQ secrecy; and 
he yeas and nays of tlie members on any (pies t ion sliall, at the desire 
f any two of them, be entered on the journals. 

Corresponding [irovisioim of prior ntid Hiilweqiiont CoiiMtitutions: 

Constitution of 177(1, Hoc. 14. 

Oonstitution of 1790, Art. f, Hoc. 14. (Verbiitlin). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. 11, Hec. 12. 

Sec. 16. The doors of each house and of committees of the whole 
jhall be open, unless when the business shall bo such as ought to be 
iept secret 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 18. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, See. 15 (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 13. 



133 



1838, Article I. 




Sec. 17. Neither house shall, without the consent of the otl 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than tl 
in which the two houses shall be sitting. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 16. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 14. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 18. The senators and representatives shall receive a cc 
pensation for their services to be ascertained by law, and paid c 
of the treasury of the commonwealth. They shall in all cases, > 
cept treason, felony, and breach or surety of the peace, be privileg 
from arrest during their attendance at the session of their respect 
houses, and in going to and returning from the same. And for a 
speech or debate in either house they shall not be questioned in a 
other place. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 17. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 17. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 8, 15. 

Sec. 19. No senator or representatives sliall, during the time i 
which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil oflG 
under this commonwealth which shall have been created, or t 
emoluments of which shall have been increased, during such tim 
and no member of Congress or other person holding any office (exce 
of attorney at law and in the militia) under the United States 
this commonwealth, shall be a member of either house during his cc 
tinuance in Congress or in office. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 18. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 6. 

Sec. 20. When vacancies happen in either house, the speaker shs 
issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsefiuent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 19. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 21. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the horn 
of representatives, but the senate may propose amendments, as i 
other bills. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 20. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Ill, Sec. 14. (Verbatim). 
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Sec. 22. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in con- 
sequence of appropriations made by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1700, Art. I, See. 21. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 187,3, Art. Ill, Sec. 16. 

Sec. 23. Every bill which shall have passed both houses shall he 
presented to the governor; if he. approve, he shall sign it; but if he 
shall not approve, he shall return it with his objection, to the house 
in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the objections at 
' large upon their journals, and ]iroceed to reconsider it. If, after 
such reconsideration, two-)hirds of that house shall agree to pass the 
bill, it shall be sent, with the objections, to the other house, hy which 
likewise it shall be reconsidered, and if approved by two-thirds of 
that house it shall he a law. Rut in such cases the votes of both 
houses shall he determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the 
persons voting for or against the bill shall be entered on the journals 
of each house resi)eotively. If any bill shall not he returned hy the 
governor within ten days (Sunday excepted) after it shall have been 
presented to him, it shall he a law in like manner as if he had signed 
it, unless the general asseinldy, hy iheir adjournment, prevented its 
return, in which case it shall he a law, unless sent back within three 
days after their next meeting. 

OorrcHponding: proviHiotiH of prior ntid HidiHOfpuMit CloimtitutionH: 

Conatitiition of 1700, Art. T, Hoo. 22 (Vrrbatiml. 

OouHtitution of 1.S73, Art. TV, Soo. 10. 

Sec. 24. Every ordet*, resolnlioii, or vote to wliieh tlie eoneiirrence 
of both bouses may b(^ iMHvmiwy (except on a (piestion of adjourn- 
ment) sliall l)e presented to the governor, and before it sball take 
effect, be apiiroved l)y liini, or benn^ disapproved, shall be repasscMl 
by two-thirds of both fiouses, necording to the rules and limitations 
prescribed in case of a bill. 

OorrcBpondiupr prov’iHioiiH of prior luid HubMotpiont noTmtltutinns: 

CoiiBtitution of 1700, Art. T, See. 20. (Vrrbotlm). 

Ooimtitution of 1H70, Art. lir, 26. (Vrrlmtlmb 

Sec. 25. No corporate body sball lie hereafter created, renewed, 
or extended, with banking or discounting privilege's, without six 
months’ previous puldic notice of the intended application fon the 
same in such manner as shall he pre^scribed by law. Nor shall any 
charter for the pni 7 >oses aforesaid he granted for a longer period than 
twenty years; and every such (‘barter shall contain a danse reserving 
to the legislature the power to alter, revoke, or annul the same, when- 


135 



1838, Article IL 


ever in their opinion it may be injurious to the citizens of the c( 
monwealth, in such manner, however, that no injustice shall be d( 
to the corporators. 2s[o law hereafter enacted shall create, renew, 
extend the charter of more than one corporation. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions; 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XVI, Sees. 10, 11. 

Sec, 26. The legislature shall have the power to alter, revoke, 
annul any charter of incorporation hereafter conferred by or unc 
any special or general law whenever in their opinion it may be 
jurious to the citizens of the commonwealth, in such manner, ho 
ever, that no injustice shall be done to the corporators. (Amei 
ment of 1857.) 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XIV, Sec. 10. 

(Note. Article one of this Constitution in its originnl form consisted of \ 
twenty-five sections). 


AETICLE II. 

Sec. 1. The supreme executive power of this commonwealth sha 
be vested in a governor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 3. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 1. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 2. The governor shall be chosen on the second Tuesday < 
October, by the citizens of the commonwealth, at the places whei 
they shall respectively vote for representativOvS. The returns of ever 
election for governor shall be sealed up and transmitted to the seg 
of government, directed to the speaker of the senate, who shall ope 
and publish them in the presence of the members of botli houses c 
the legislature. The person having the highest number of votes sha’ 
be governor; but if two or more shall be equal and highest in vote? 
one of them shall be chosen governor by the joint vote of the men 
hers of both houses. Contested elections shall be determined by 
committee to be selected from both houses of the legislature, an< 
formed and regulated in such manner as shall be directed by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 2. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 2, 17. 
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Sec. 3. The governor shall hold his office during three years from 
the third Tuesday of eTanuary next ensuing his election, and shall not 
be capable of holding it longer than six in any term of nine years. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 3. 

Constitution of 1873, Art, IV, Sec. 3. 

Sec. 4. He shall be at least thirty years of ap:e, and have been a 
citizen and inhabitant of this State seven years next before his 
election; unless he shall have been absent on the public business of 
the United States or of this State. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 4. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 187.3, Art. IV, Sec. 5. 

Sec. 5. No member of Congress, or person holding any office under 
the United States or this State, shall exercise the office of governor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1700, Art. II, Bqq. 5. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 6 

Sec. 6. The governor shall, at stated times, receive for his services 
a compensation, which shall he neither increased nor diminished 
during the period for which he shall have been elected. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art, IT, Sec. 0. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 7. He shall be conunmider-in chief of the army and navy of 
this commonweal til, and of the militia, except when they shall ho 
called into the actual .service of tlie TTnited Slates. 

(lom'HpoiKling pruviKimiH nf prior nnd NiitiMCiiuodt <1onH(;itu(lon«: 

CoiiHtitiition of 177(1, St'o. 2(1. 

OoiiHtittitioii of 17110. Art. ir. .Sw. 7. fVcrlmtim). 

('lonstUiitiou of JH7:!, Art. TV, Hoc. 7, 

Sec. 8. He shall appoint a secretary of the commonwealth during 
pleasure, and he shall nominate and, hy and with the advice and 
consent of the senate, appoint all judicial officers of courts of record, 
unless otherwise provided for in thi.s constitution. He shall have 
power to fill all vacancies that may happen in such judicial offices 
during the recess of the senate, by granting commissions, which shall 
expire at the end of their next session: Provided, That in acting 
on executive nominations the senate shall sit with open doors, and 
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in confirming or rejecting the nominations of the governor the votes 
shall be taken bj yea»s and nays. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 15. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 8. 

Art. V, Sec. 25. 

Sec. 9. He shall have power to remit fines and forfeitures, and 
grant reprieves and pardons, except in cases of impeachment. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 20. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 9. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 9. 

Sec. 10. He may require information in writing from the officers 
in the executive department on any subject relating to the duties 
of their respective offices. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 10. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873-, Art. IV. Sec. 10. 

Sec. 11. He shall, from time to time, give to the general assembly 
information of the state of the commonwealth, and recommend to 
their consideration such, measures as he shall judge expedient. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, See. 11. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 11. 

Sec. 12. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the general 
assembly; and in case of disagreement between the two bouses with 
respect to the time of adjournment, adjourn them to such time as 
he shall think proper, not exceeding four months. 

CoiTCSpouding provisions of prior and aubsequqnt Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 20. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 12 (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 12, 

Sec. 13. He shall take care (hat the laws be faithfully executed. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and suliaequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 20. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 13. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 14. In case of the death or resignation of the governor, or 
his removal from office, the speaker of the senate shall exercise the 
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office of governor until another governor shall be duly qualified; but 
in such case another governor shall be chosen at the next annual 
election of representatives, unless such death, resignation, or re- 
moval shall occur within three calendar months immediately preced- 
ing such next annual election, in which case a governor shall be 
chosen at the second succeeding annual election of representatives. 
And if the trial of a contested election shall continue longer than 
until the third Monday of January next ensuing the election of gov- 
ernor, the governor of the last year or the speaker of the senate who 
may be in the exercise of the executive authority shall continue 
therein until the determination of such contested election, and until 
a governor shall be duly qualified as aforesaid. 

Corresponding x>rovisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 14 
Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 13. 

Sec. 15. The secretary of the commonwealth shall keep a fair 
register of all the official acts and proceedings of the governor, and 
shall, when required, lay the same and all papers, minutes, and 
vouchers relative thereto before either branch of the legislature, and 
shall perform such other duties as shall be enjoined him by law. 

Corresponding proviHioius of prior and anbKC(j[uont Constitutions: 

Constituiiou of ITiH), Art. 1 1, Hoc. 15. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, {Sec. IH. 


ARTIOLIO 111 
OF ELECTIONS. 

, Sec. 1. la tdedioiiM by (be cUiKcus, every white freeman of the 
age of tweiily-oue years, having I’csided iu (his Slate one year, and in 
the eiectiou-district where he oilers (o vote ten days immediately pre- 
ceding such election, and within two years pahl a State or county 
tax, which sliall have been assessed at least ten days before the elec- 
tion, shall enjoy the riglits of an elector. But a citizen of the United 
States, who had previously been a qualilied voter of this State and 
removed therefrom and returned, and who shall have resided in the 
election-district and paid taxes as aforesaid, shall be entitled to vote 
after residing in the State six months: Provided, That white free- 
men, citizens of the United States, between the ages of twenty-one 
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and twenty-two years, and having resided in the State one year and 
in the election-district ten days as aforesaid, shall be entitled to 
vote, although they shall not have paid taxes. 

Corresponding provisions of pripr and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec, 6, 

Constitution of 1790, Art. Ill, Sec. 1. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. YIII, Sec. 1. 

Sec. 2. All elections shall be by ballot, except those by persons 
in their representative capacities, who shall vote viva voce. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 32. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. Ill, Sec. 2 (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VIII, Secs. 4,12. 

Sec. 3. Electors shall iii all cases, except treason^ felony, and 
breach or surety of the peace, be privileged from arrest during their 
attendance on elections and in going to and returning from them. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. Ill, Sec. 3. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VIII, Sec. 5. 

Sec. 4. Whenever any of the qualified electors of this common- 
wealth shall be in any actual military service, under a requisition 
from the President of the United States or by the authority of this 
commonwealth, such electors may exercise the right of suffrage in 
all elections by the citizens, under such regulations as are or shall 
be prescribed by law, as fully as if they were present at their usual 
place of election. (Amendment of 1864.) 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VIII, Sec, 6. (Verbatim). 

(Note. Article three of this Constitution in its original form consisted of but 
three sections. 


ARTICLE IV. 

OF IMPEACHMENT. 

Sec. 1. The house of representatives shall have the sole power of 
impeaching. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 22. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IV, Sec. 1. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art, VI, Sec. 1. 
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Sec. 2. All impeacliments shall be tried by the senate; when sitting 
for that purpose, the senators shall be upon oath or affirmation. No 
person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members present. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 22. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IV, Sec. 2. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VI, Sec. 2. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 3. The governor and all other civil officers under this com- 
monwealth shall be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor in 
office; but judgment, in such cases, shall not extend further than to 
removal from office and disqualification to hold any office of honor, 
trust, or profit under this commonwealth; the party, whether con- 
victed or acquitted, shall, nevertheless, be liable to indictment, trial, 
judgment, and punishment, according to law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior nnd subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 22. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IV, Sec. 3. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VI, Sec. 3 


AKTICLE V. 

OF THE .TUDIOIAKY. 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of this commouweaUh shall he vested 
in a supreme court, iti courts of oyer and terminer and general jail 
delivery, in a court of common pleas, oi'iihans’ coui't, registers’ court, 
and a court of (imu-ter sessions of the i)ence for each county, in 
justices of the peace,, iuul in sueli other eourts as (he legislature may 
from time to time establish. 

Coiinaponding provinioiiH of lu'ior jind HubHotjm'nt Constitutions; 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 26. 

Constitution of ITOO, Art. V, Hoc. 1. (Verbiitim). 

Constitution of 187U, Art. V, See. 1. 

Sec. 2. The judges of the supreme court, of the several courts of 
common pleas, and of such other courts of record as are or shall be 
established by law, shall he elected by the qualified electors of the 
commonwealth in the manner following, to wit: The judges of the 
supreme court, by the qualified eleetbrs of the commonwealth at 
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large; the president judges of the several courts of common pleas i 
of such other courts of record as are or shall be established by 1 
and all other judges required to be learned in the law, by the qu 
fied electors of the respective districts over which they are to ] 
side or act as judges ; and the associate judges of the courts of c< 
mon pleas, by the qualified electors of the counties respectively. 
judges of the supreme court shall hold their offices for the term 
fifteen years, if they shall so long behave themselves well, (subj 
to the allotment hereinafter provided for, subsequent to the fi 
election) ; the president judges of the several courts of common pk 
and of such other courts of record as are or shall be established 
law, and all other judges required to be learned in the law, sh 
hold their offices for the term of ten years, if they shall so Ic 
behave themselves well; the associate judges of the courts of cc 
mon pleas shall hold their offices, for the term of five years, if tl 
shall so long behave themselves well; all of whom shall be comn 
sioned by the governor, but for any reasonable cause which shall i 
be sufficient grounds of impeachment, the governor shall remove a 
of them on the address of two-thirds of each branch of the legislatu 
The first election shall take place at the general election of this co 
monwealth next after the adoption of this amendment, and the co 
missions of all the judges who may be then in office shall expire 
the first Monday of December following, when the terms of the n< 
judges shall commence. The pei'sons who shall then be elect 
judges of the suiireme court shall hold their offices as follows: 0 
of them for three years, one for six years, one for nine years, o 
for twelve years, and one for fifteen years, the term of each to 
decided by lot by the said judges as soon after the election as cc 
venient, and the result certified by them to the governor, that t 
commissions may be issued in accordance thereto. The judge who 
commission will first expire shall be chief juslice during his ten 
and thereafter each judge whose commission shall first expire shs 
in turn be the chief justice, and if two or moi*e (‘ommissions she 
expire on the same day ,the judgi's Ijohling them shall decide by 1 
which shall be the chief jiisiice. Any vacancies happening bydeat 
resignation, or otherwise, in any of the said conids, shall be filled 1 
appointment by tbe governor, to continue till the first Monday of D 
cember succeeding the next general elect i(ui. The judges of the s 
preme court and the presidents of the several courts of common plej 
shall at stated times receive for their service an adequate compens 
tiou, to be fixed by law, which shall not be diminished during the 
continuance in office, but they shall receive no fees or perquisites < 
office, nor hold any other office of profit under this commonwealt 
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or under the Government of the IJnited States, or any other State 
of this Union. The judges of the supreme court during their con- 
tinuance in office shall reside within this commonwealth, and the 
other judges during their continuance in office shall reside within the 
district or county for which they were respectively elected. (Amend- 
ment of 1850.) 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Secs. 20, 23. 

Constitution of 1700, Art. V, Secs. 2, 4. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Secs. 2, 15, 17, 18, 19, 25. 

Section two of article five of this Constitution originally read as 
follows: 

Sec. 2. The judges of the supreme court, of the several courts of 
common pleas, and of such otiier courts of record as are or shall be 
established by law, shall be nominated by the governor and, by and with 
the consent of the senate, appointed and commissioned by him. The 

judges of the supreme court shall hold their offices for the term of fifteen “ 

years, if they shall so long behave themselves well. The president judges 
of the several • courts of common pleas, and of such other courts of 
record as are or shall be established by law, and all other judges, re- 
quired to be learned in the law, shall hold their offices for the term 
of ten years, if they shall so long behave themselves well. The as- 
sociate judges of the coiirts of common pleas sliall hold their offices 
for the term of five years, if tlu^y shall so long behave themselves well. 

But for any r(»asonabl(‘ cause*, which shall not be sufficient ground of im- 
peachment, the governor mny re'inove any of them on the address of two- 
thirds of each branch of the legislature. The judges of the supreme 
court and the presidents of the s(‘veral courts of common pleas shall, 
at stated times, receive for their scnwices an adetiunte compensation, 
to be fixed by law, which shall not be. diminished during their continuance 
in odice ; but tliey shall recc'ive no fees or penpusites of office, nor 
hold any ofru'c of profit imder this commonwealth. 

Sec. 3. TTiitil otherwine ern'oeied by law, Ibe coiirtB of common pleaf?; 
shall contimie as a( present established. Not more than five ootm- 
ties shall at any time be includ(‘,(l in one judicial district organized 
for said courts. 

Corresponding provislouH of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, See. 4. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Y, See. 4. 

Sec. 4. The jurisdiction of the supreme court shall extend over 
the State and the judges thereof shall, by virtue of their olliees, be 
justices of oyer and terminer and general jail-delivery, in the several 
counties. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 3. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Sec. 3. 
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Sec. 5. The judges of the court of common pleas in each count] 
shall, by virtue of their offices, be justices of oyer and terminer anc 
general jail-delivery, for the trial of capital and other offenders 
therein; any two of said judges, the president being one, shall be { 
quorum ; but they shall not hold a court of oyer and terminer, or jail 
delivery, in any county, when the judges of the supreme court, or am 
of them, shall be sitting in the same county. The party accused, as 
well as the commonwealth, may, under such regulations as shall b( 
prescribed by law, remove the indictment and proceedings, or i 
transcript thereof, into the supreme court. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and sxibseqxient Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1700* Art, V, Sec. 5. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Secs. 9, 24. 

Sec. 6. The supreme court, and the several courts of commoi 
pleas, shall, beside the powers heretofore usually exercised by them 
have the powers of a court of chancery, so far as relates to th( 
perpetuating of testimony, the obtaining of evidence from places noi 
within the State, and the care of the persons and estates of those whc 
are non compotes mentis. And the legislature shall vest in th( 
said courts such other powers to grant relief in equity as shall b( 
found necessary; and may, from time to time, enlarge or dimmish 
those powers, or vest them in such other courts as they shall judge 
proper, for the due administration of justice. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 24. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 6. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, See. 20. 

Sec. 7. The judges of the court of common pleas of each county, 
any two of whom shall be a quorum, shall compose the court of 
quarter sessions of the peace, and orphans’ court thereof; and the 
register of wills, together with the said judges, or any two of them, 
shall compose the register’s court of each conuty. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Jind subscHpiont Coimtitutions: 

Oonstitutiim of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 7. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art, V, Slecs. 9, 22, 

Sec. 8. The judges of the courts of common pleas shall, within 
their respective counties, have like powers with the judges of the su- 
preme court, to issue writs of certiorari to the justices of the peace, 
and to cause their proceedings to he brought before them, and the 
like right and justice to be done. 

Corresponding provisions of prior nnd subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 8. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Sec. 10. 
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Sec. 9. Tlie president of the court in each circuit within such 
circuit, and the judges of the* court of common pleas within their 
respective counties, shall be justices of the peace, so far as relates 
to criminal matters. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 9. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art, V, Sec. 9. 

Sec. 10. A register’s office, for the probate of wills and granting 
letters of administration, and an office for the recording of deeds, 
shall be kept in each county. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 34. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 11. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XIV, Sec. 4. 

Sec. 11. The style of all process shall he ^‘The commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania.’’ All prosecutions shall be carried on in the name and 
by the authority of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and conclude, 
^^against the peace and dignity of the same.” 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 27, 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 12. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Sec. 23. (Verbatim). 


ARTICLE VI. 

OF SHERIFFS AND CORONERS. 

Sec. 1. Sheriffs and coroners shall, at the time and places of 
election of representatives, be chosen by the citijcens of each county. 
One person shall be chosen for (‘.ax^li office, who shall be commissioned 
by tlie gov(M*n()r. Tlu\v shall hold their otllces for three years, if 
they shall so long behave tliemselves well, and until a successor be 
duly qualified; but no person shall be twice chosen or appointed 
sheriff in any term of six years. Vacancies in either of the said 
offices shall be filled by an appointment, to he made by the governor, 
to continue until the next general election, and until a successor 
shall be chosen and qualified as aforesaid. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 31. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. VI, Sec. 1. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XIV, Secs. 1, 2. 
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Sec. 2. The freemen of this commonwealth shall be armed, or- 
ganized, and disciplined for its defence, when and in such manner 
as may he directed by law. Those who conscientiously scruple to 
bear arms shall not be compelled to do so, but shall pay an equivalent 
for personal service. 

Oori'esponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, See. 5. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. VI, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XI, Sec. 1. 

Sec. 3. Prothonotaries of the supreme court shall be appointed 
by the said court for the term of three years, if they so long behave 
themselves well. Prothonotaries and clerks of the several other 
courts, recorders of deeds, and registers of wills, shall, at the times 
and places of election of representatives, be elected by the qualified 
electors of each county, or the districts over which the jurisdiction 
of said courts extends, and shall be commissioned by the governor. 
They shall hold their offices for three years, if they shall so long be- 
have themselves well, and until their successors shall be duly quali- 
fied. The legislature shall provide by law the number of persons in 
each county who shall hold said offices, and how many and which of 
said offices shall be held by one person. Vacancies in any of the said 
offices shall be filled by appointments to be made by the governor, 
to continue until the next general election, and until successors shall 
be elected and qualified as aforesaid. 

Correapouding proviaiona of subsonuent Oonatitutioua: 

Coiistitutbin of 1873, Art. XIV, See. 2. 

Sec. 4. Prothonotaries, clerks of the peace and orphans’ courts, 
recorders of deeds, registers of wills, and shei-ilTs, shall keep their 
offices in the county-town of the county in which (hey, resitectively, 
shall be officers, unless when the governor shall, for special reasons, 
dispense therewith, for any term not exceeding five years after the 
county shall have been erected. 

CorrcBponcling provinioiis oC prior aiul HubHcquout (loriHtUuiit'UH: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 34. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. VI, 3 (Verbathu). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XIV, Sec. 4. 

Sec. 6- All cominissionB shall be in the name and by the authority 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and be Bealed with the State 
seal and signed by the governor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 21. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. VI, Sec. 4 (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 22. 
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Sec. 6. A State Treasurer shall be chosen by the qualified 
electors of the State, at such times and for such term of service as 
shall be prescribed by law. (Amendment of 1872.) 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 9. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. VI, Sec, 5. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 21, 

Section six of article six of this Constitution originally read as 
follows: 

Sec. 6. A State treasurer shall be elected annually, by joint vote of 

both branches of the legislature. 

Sec, 7. Justices of the peace or alderman shall be elected in the 
several wards, boroughs, and townships, at the time of the election 
of constables, by the qualified voters thereof, in such number as shall 
he directed by law, and shall be commissioned by the governor for 
a term of five years. But no township, ward, or borough shall elect 
more than two justices of the peace or aldermen without the consent 
of a majority of the qualified electors within such township, ward, 
or borough. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 30. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 10. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Sec. 11. 

Sec. 8. All officers whose election or appointment is not provided 
for in this constitution shall be elected or appointed as shall be di- 
rected by law. !No person shall he appointed to any office within 
any county who shall not have been a citizen and an inhabitant 
therein one year next before his appointment, if the county shall have 
been so long erected; hut if it shall not have been so long erected, 
then within the limits of the county or counties out of which it shall 
have been taken. No member of Congress from this State or any 
person holding or exercising any office or appointment of trust or 
]»rofit xinder the United States, shall at the same time hold or exer- 
cise any office in this State to which a salary is, or fees or perquisites 
are, by law, annexed; and the legislature may by law declare what 
State offices are incompatible. No member of the senate or of the 
house of representatives shall be appointed by the governor to any 
office during the term for which he shall have been elected. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. II, Sec. 8. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 6. 

Art. XII, Secs, 1, 2. 
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Sec. 9. AU officers for a term of years shall hold their offices fc 
the terms respectively specified, only on the condition that they s 
long behave themselves well; and shall be removed on conviction < 
misbehavior in office or of any infamous crime. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VI, Sec. 4. 

Sec. 10. Any person who shall, after the adoption of the amenc 
ments proposed by this convention to the constitution, fight a due 
or send a challenge for that purpose, or be aider or abettor in fightin 
a duel, shall be deprived of the right of holding any office of hone 
or profit in this State; and shall be punished otherwise in such mai 
ner as is or may be prescribed by law; but the executive may remi 
the said offence and all its disqualifications. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XII, Sec. 3. 


AETICLE VII. 

EDUCATION. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall, as soon as conveniently may be 
provide by law for the establishment of schools throughout the State 
in such manner that the poor may be taught gratis. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 44. 

Constitution of 179(>, Art. YII, Sec. I. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. X, Sec. 1. 

Sec. 2. The arts and sciences shall be promoted in one or mon 
seminaries of learning. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. VII, Sec. 2. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 3. The rights, privileges, immunities, and estates of religions 
societies and corporate bodies shall remain as if the constitution o: 
this State had not been altered dr amended. 

Corresponding provisions of prior Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. VII, Sec. 3. (Verbatim). 
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Sec. 4. The legislature shall not invest any corporate body or in- 
dividual with the privilege of taking private property for public use, 
without requiring such corporation or individual to make compensa- 
tion to the owners of said property, or give adequate security there- 
for, before such property shall be taken. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art XVI, Sec. 8. 


ARTICLE VIII. 

OATHS OF OFFICE. 

Members of the general assembly, and all officers executive and 
judicial, shall be bound by oath or affirmation to support the consti- 
tution of this commonwealth, and to x)erform the duties of their re- 
spective offices with fidelity. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Secs. 10, 40. 

Constitution of 1700, Art. VIII. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VII, Sec. 1. 


ARTICLE IX. 

DEOLAKATrON OP RIOnTS. 

That the genei’al, great, arid essential priiKdples of liberty and free 
government may be lecogniKed and unalterably established, we de- 
clare — 

Sec. 1. All men are born equally free and independent, and have 
certain inherent and indefeasil)le rights, among which are those of 
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, and 
protecting property and reputation, and of pursuing their own hap- 
piness. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Eights, Cl. 1. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 1. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 1. (Verbatim). 
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Sec. 2. All power is inherent in the people, and all tree govern- 
ments are founded on their authority, and instituted for their peace, 
safety and happiness. For the advancement of those ends, they have 
at all times an unalienable and indefeasible right to alter, reform, or 
abolish their government, in such manner as they may think proper. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, CL V. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 2. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 3. All men liave a natural and indefeasible right to worship 
Almighty God according to the dictates of their own consciences; that 
no man can of right he compelled to attend, erect, or support any 
place of worship, or to maintain any ministry, against his consent; 
that no human authority can, in any such case whatever, control or 
interfere with the rights of conscience; and that no preference shall 
ever he given, by law, to any religious establishments or inodes of 
worship. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, 01. IT. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 3. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 3. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 4. No person who acknowledges the being of a God and a 
future state of rewards and punishments, shall, on account of his 
religious sentiments, he disqualified to hold any office or place of 
trust or profit under this commonwealth. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dee. of Rights, Cl. II. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 4. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 4. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 5. Elections shall be free and equal. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subseciuent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, CL VII. 

Constitution of .1790, Art. IX, Sec. 5 (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 5. 

Sec. 6. Trial by jury shall be as heretofore, and the right thereof 
remain inviolate. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. XI. 

Sec. 25. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 6. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, See. 6. (Verbatim). 
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Sec. 7. The printing-presses shall be free to every person who 
undertakes to examine the proceedings of the legislature or any 
branch of government; and no law shall ever be made to restrain 
the right thereof. The free communication of thoughts and opinions 
is one of the invaluable rights of man; and every citizen may freely 
speak, write, and print on any subject, being responsible for 
the abuse of lhat liberty. In prosecution for the publication of 
papers investigating the official conduct of officers, or men in a 
public capacity, or where the matter published is proper for public 
information, the truth thereof may be given in evidence; and in all 
indictments for libels the jury shall have a right to determine the law 
and the facts, under the direction of the court, as in other cases. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of liights, CL XII. 

Sec. 3d. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, See. 7. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 7. 

Sec. 8. The i>eox>le shall be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and possessions from unreasonable searches and seizures; and no 
warrant to search any place, or to seize any person or things, shall 
issue wiiliout describing them UkS neatly as may be, nor without prob- 
able cause, supx)orted by oath or affirmation. 

Cori'esponding proviHioriH of prior and Hubsequerit Constitutions: 

(Constitution of 1776, Doc. of lliglita, CL X. 

CoiiBtitution of 1790, Art. XI, See. 8. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 8. 

Sec. 9. In all criminal prosecutions the accused hath a right to 
be heard by himself atid his counsel, to demand tlie nature and cause 
of the accusation against him, to meet the witnesses face to face, to 
have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and, in 
prosecutions by indictment or information, a speedy public trial by 
an impartial jury of the vicinage; be cannot be (!omi)elled to give 
evuhmce against himself, nor can lie be deprived of his life, liberty, 
or property, unless by tlie judgment of his peers or the law of the 
land. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, CL IX. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, See. 9. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. 1, Sec. 9. (Verbatim). 
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Sec. 10. No person shall, for any indictable offence, be proceeded 
against criminally by information ; except in cases arising in the land 
or naval forces, or in the militia when in actual service in time of 
war or public danger; or by leave of the court for oppression and 
misdemeanor in office. No person shall for the same offence be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; nor shall any man’s property 
be taken or applied to public use without the consent of his repre- 
sentatives and without just compensation being made. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. VITI. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 1C, (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 10. 

Sec. 11. All courts shall be open, and every man, for an injury 
done him in Ms lands, goods^ person, or reputation, shall have remedy 
by the due course of law, and right and justice administered without 
sale, denial, or delay. Suits may be brought against the common- 
wealth in such manner, in such courts, and in such cases as the legis- 
lature may, by law, direct. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. II. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 11. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 12. No power of suspending laws shall be exrcised, unless 
by the legislature or its authority. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions; 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 12. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 12. 

Sec. 13. Excessive bail shall not be re(|uired, nor excessive fines 
imposed, nor cruel punishments inflicted. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subHefiuent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, See. 2D. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, See. 13. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. 1, Sec. 13. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 14. All prisoners shall bo bailable by sufficient sureties, un- 
less for capital offences, when the proof is evident or presumption 
great; and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not be 
suspended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public 
safety may require it. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 28. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 14. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 14. (Verbatim). 
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Sec. No commission of oyer and terminer or jail-delivery shall 
be issued. 

Corresponding- provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art, IX, Sec. 15. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 15. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 16. The person of a debtor^ where there is not strong pre- 
sumption of fraud shall not be continued in prison after delivering 
up his estate for the benefit of his creditors in such manner as shall 
be prescribed by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 28. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 16. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 16. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 17. No ex post facto law, nor any law impairing contracts, 
shall be made. ‘ 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 17. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art, I, Sec. 17. 

Sec. 18. No person shall he attainted of treason or felony by the 
legislature. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, 8<ie. 18. (Verbatim), 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 18. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 19, No attainder shall work corruption of blood, nor, except 
during the life of the offender, forfeiture of estate to the common- 
wealth; that the estates of sucli persons as shall destroy their own 
lives shall descent or vest as in case of natural death; and if any 
person shall be killed by casualty, there shall be no forfeiture by 
reason thereof. 

Corresponding provinionH of prior and Mubsequent’ Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 19 (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Bee. 19. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 20. The citizens have a right, in a peaceable manner, to as- 
semble together for their common good, and to apply to those in- 
vested with the powers of government for redress of grievances, or 
other proper purposes, by petition, address, or remonstrance. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. XVI. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 20. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 20. (Verbatim). 
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Sec. 21. The right of the citizens to bear arms, in defence of them- 
selves and the State, shall not be questioned. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. XIII. 

Constitution of 1700, Art. IX, Sec. 21. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 21. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 22. No standing army shall, in time of peace, be kept up, 
without the consent of the legislature; and the military shall, in all 
cases and at all times, be in strict subordination to the civil power. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. XIII. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, See. 22. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 22. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 23. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any 
house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war but in 
a manner to he prescribed by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 23. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 23. (Vci'batim). 

Sec. 24. The legislature shall not grant any title of nobility or 
hereditary distinction, nor create any office the apx)intment of which 
shall be for a longer term than during good behavior. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 24. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art, I, Sec. 24. 

Sec. 25. Emigration from the State shall not be prohibited. 

Corresponding provisions of prior auid subsequ(*nt Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Uights, 01. XV. 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, See. 25. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Ai’t. I, Bee. 25. (Verbatim). 

Sec. 26. To guard against transgressions of the high powers which 
we have delegated, we declare that everything in this article is ex- 
cepted out of the general powers of governinent, and shall forever re- 
main inviolate. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 26. (Verbatim). 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 26. (Verbatim). 
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f 

AKTICLE X. 

i 

f Any amendment or amendments to this constitution may be pro- 
I posed in the senate or house of representatives, and if the same 
j shall be agreed to by a majority of th members elected to each house, 
[ such proposed amendment or amendments shall be entered on their 

• journals, with the yeas and nays taken thereon, and the secretary of 
I the commonwealth shall cause the same to be published three months 
I before the next election, in at least one newspaper in every county 
I in which a newspaper shall be published; and if in the legislature 
I next afterward chosen such proposed amendment or amendments 
/ shall be agreed to by a majority of the members elected to each house, 
f: the secretary of the commonwealth shall cause the same again to 

• be published in manner aforesaid, and such proposed amendment or 

I amendments shall be submitted to the people in such manner and 
at such time, at least three months after being so agreed to by the 
two houses, as the legislature shall prescribe; and if the people shall 
approve and ratify such amendment or amendments by a majority 
of the qualified voters of this State voting thereon, such amendment 
or amendments shall become a part of the constitution, but no 

( amendment or amendments shall be submitted to the people oftener 
than once in five years: Provided, That if more than one amend- 
ment be submitted, they shall be submitted in such manner and form 
! that the people may vote for or against each amendment separately 
and distinctly. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 47. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XVIII, Sec. 1. 


I 

\ ARTICLE XL 

I (AMENDMENT OP 1867.) 

f Sec. 1. The State may contract debts to supply casual deficits or 
' failures in revenues, or to meet expenses not otherwise provided for, 
' but the aggregate amount of such debts, direct and contingent, 
f whether contracted by virtiie of one or more acts of the general as- 
j sembly or at different periods of time, shall never exceed seven hun- 
j dred and fifty thousand dollars, and the money arising from the 
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creation of such debts shall be applied to the purposes for which 
was obtained, or to repay the debts so contracted and to no oth 
purpose whatever. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IX, Secs. 4, 5. 

Sec. 2. In addition to the above limited power, the State m; 
contract debts to repel invasion, suppress insurrection, defend t 
State in war, or to redeem the present outstanding indebtedness 
the State; but the money arising from the contracting of such del 
shall be applied to the purpose for which it was raised or to rep 
such debts, and to no other purpose whatever. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IX, Secs. 4, 5. 

Sec. 3. Except the debts above specified in sections one and two 
this article, no debt whatever shall be created by or on behalf 
the St&te. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IX, Sec. 4. 

Sec. 4. To provide for the payment of the present debt, and a 
additional debt contracted as aforesaid, the legislature shall, at 
first session after the adoption of this amendment, create a sinkii 
fund, which shall be sufiScient to pay the accruing interest on su 
debt and annually to reduce the principal thereof by a sum not h 
than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars; which sinking-fu 
shall consist of the net annual income of the public works from tii 
to time owned by tbe State, or the proceeds of the sale of the sai 
or any part thereof, and of the income or proceeds of sale of stoc 
owned by the State, together with other funds or resources that m 
be designated by law. The said sinking-fund may be increased frc 
time to time by assigning to it any part of tbe taxes or other revenr 
of the State not required for the ordinary and current expenses 
government, and, unless in case of war, invasion, or insurrection, 
part of the said sinking-fund shall be used or ap})lied otherwise th 
in extinguishment of the public debt, until tbe amount of such de 
is reduced below the sura of five millions of dollars. 

Corroapoucliug provisions of subsequent Cotistitiitions : 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IX, Sec. 11. 

Sec. 5. The credit of the commonwealth shall not in any manii 
or event be pledged or loaned to any individual, company, corpoi 
tion, or association, nor shall the commonwealth hereafter become 
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joint owner or stockholder in any company, association, or corpora- 
tion. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IX, See. 6. 

Sec. 6. The commonwealth shall not assume the debt, or any part 
thereof, of any county, city, borough, or township, or of any corpora- 
tion or association, unless such debt shall have been contracted to 
enable the State to repel invasion, suppress domestic insurrection, 
defend itself in time of war, or to assist the State in the discharge 
of any portion of its present indebtedness. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions; 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IX, Sec. 9. 

Sec. 7. The legislature shall not authorize any county, city, bor- 
ough, township, or corporated district, by virtue of a vote of its citi- 
zens or otherwise, to become a stockholder in any company, associa- 
tion, or corporation, or to obtain money for or loan its credit to any 
corporation, association, institution, or party. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IX, Sec. 7. 

Sec. 8. No bill shall be passed by the legislature containing more 
than one subject, winch shall be expressed in the title, except appro- 
priation bills. (Amendment of 1864.) 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Ill, Sec. 3. 

(Note. Article eleven of this Constitution, added by the amendment of 1857, in 
its original form consisted of but seven sections). 

Sec. 9. No bill shall be passed by the legislature granting any pow- 
ers or privileges, in any (‘ase, wliere tlie authority to grant such pow- 
ers or privileges has been or may hereafter be conferred upon the 
courts of this common wealth . (Amendment of 1864.) 

Corresponding provisions of sulme(pient Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Ill, !Bec. 7 (Ijiist paragraph). 

(Note. Article eleven of this Constitution, added by the amendment of 1857, in 
its original foz'm consisted of but seven sections). 
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AETICLE XII. 

(AMENDMENT OP 1857.) 

No county shall be divided by a line cutting off over one-tenth of 
its population (either to form a new county or otherwise) without 
the express assent of such county, by a vote of the electors thereof, 
nor shall any new county be established containing less than four 
hundred square miles. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XIII, Sec. 1. 


SCHEDULE. 

That no inconvenience may arise from the alterations and amend- 
ments in the constitution of this commonwealth, and in order to 
carry the same into complete operation, it is hereby declared and 
ordained that — 

Sec. 1. All laws of this commonwealth in force at the time when 
the said alterations and amendments in the said constitution shall 
take effect, and not inconsistent therewith, and all rights, prosecu- 
tions, actions, claims, and contracts, as well of individuals as of bod- 
ies-corporate, shall continue as if the said alterations and amendments 
had not been made. 

Sec. 2. The alterations and amendments in the said constitution 
shall take effect from the first day of January, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-nine. 

Sec. 3. The clauses, sections, and articles of the said constitution 
which remain unaltered, shall continue to be construed and have 
effect as if the said constitution had not been amended. 

Sec. 4. The general assembly which shall convene in December, 
eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, shall continue its session, as here- 
tofore, notwithstanding the provision in the eleventh section of the 
first article, and shall at all times be regarded as the first general 
assembly under the amended constitution. 

Sec. 5. The governor who shall be elected in October, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-eight, shall be inaugurated on the third Tuesday in 
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January, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine ; to which time the present 
executive term is hereby extended. 

Sec. 6. The commission of the judges of the supreme court who 
jnay be in office on the first day of January next shall expire in the 
following manner; The commission which bears the earliest date 
shall expire on the first day of January, Anno Domini one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-two; the- commission next dated shall expire 
on the first day of January, Anno Domini one thousand eight hun- 
dred and forty -five; the commission next dated shall expire on the 
first day of January, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-eight; the commission next dated shall expire on the first day of 
January, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one; 
and the commission last dated shall expire on the first day of Janu- 
ary, Anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four. 

Sec. 7. The commissions of the president judges of the several 
judicial districts, and of the associate law judges of the first judicial 
districts, shall expire as follows: The commissions of one-half of 
those who shall have held their offices ten years or more, at the adop- 
tion of the amendments to the constitution, shall expire on the twenty- 
seventh day of February, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine ; 
the commissions of the other half of those who shall have held their 
offices ten years or more, at the adoption of the amendments to the 
constitution, shall expire on the twenty-seventh day of February, one 
thousand eight liundred and forty- two ; the first half to embrace those 
whose commissions shall bear the oldest date. The commissions of 
all the remaining judges who shall not have held their offices for ten 
years, at the adopUon of the amendments to the constitution, shall ex- 
pire on the twenty-seventh day of February next after the end of ten 
years from the date of their commissions. 

Sec. 8. The recorders of the several mayors’ courts in this com- 
monwealth shall be ap{)oin(ed for the same time and in the same man- 
ner as the president ju<lges of the several judicial districts; of those 
now in office, tlie commission oldest in date shall expire on the twenty- 
seventh day of February, one IhousaTul eiglit hundred and forty-one, 
and the others every two ytavrs thereafter according to their respec- 
tive dates ; those oldest in date expiring first. 

Sec. 9. The legislature, at its first session under the amended con- 
stitution, shall divide the other associate judges of the State into four 
classes. The commissions of those of the first class shall expire on 
the twenty-seventh day of February, eighteen hundred and forty; of 
those of the second class on the twenty-seventh day of February, 
eighteen hundred and forty-one; of those of the third class on the 
twenty-seventh day of February, eighteen hundred and forty-two; and 
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of those of the fourth class on the twenty-seventh day of February, 
eighteen hundred and forty-three. The said classes, from the first 
to the fourth, shall be arranged according to the seniority of the com- 
missions of the several judges. 

Sec. 10. Prothonotaries, clerks of the several courts, (except of the 
supreme court,) recorders of deeds, and registers of wills, shall be 
first elected under the amended constitution at the election of repre- 
sentatives, in the year eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, in such man- 
ner as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 11. The appointing power shall remain as heretofore, and all 
officers in the appointment of the executive department shall con- 
tinue in the exercise of the duties of their respective offices until the 
legislature shall pass such laws as may be required by the eight sec- 
tion of the sixth article of the amended constitution, and until ap- 
pointments shall be made under such laws, unless their commissions 
shall be superseded by new appointments, or shall sooner expire by 
their own limitations, or the said offices shall become vacant by death 
or resignation, and such laws shall be enacted by the first legislature 
under the amended constitution. 

See. 12. The first election for aldermen and justices of the peace 
shall be held in the year eighteen hundred and forty, at the time 
fixed for the election of constables. The legislature, at its first ses- 
sion under the amended constitution, shall provide for the said elec- 
tion and for subsequent similar elections. The aldermen and justices 
of the peace now in commission, or who may in the interim be ap- 
pointed, shall continue to discharge the duties of their respective 
offices until fifteen days after the day which shall be fixed by law for 
the issuing of new commissions, at the exi)iration of which time their 
commissions shall expire. 

In testimony that the foregoing is the amended constitution of 
Pennsylvania, as agreed to in convention, we, the officers and mem- 
bers of the convention, have hereunto signed our names, at Philadel- 
phia, the twenty-second day of February, Anno Domini one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-eight, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the sixty-second. 

JOHN SEEGEANT, President. 

S. SHOOK, Secretary. 

GEOEGE L. FAUSS, 

J. WILIAMS, 

Assistant secretaries. 
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INDEX 


Art. Sec. 

ACCUSED, Bights of, IX 9,10 

address. Bight of, IX 20 

ADJOURNMENT, of Legislature, I 17 

ADMINISTRATION, Letters of, Oflice to be kept for granting, V 10 

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE, to be free, IX 11 

affirmation. See OATH. 

. ALDERMEN, Election of, VI 7 

Term of, VI 7 

ALTERATION, of government, a right of people, IX 2 

APPEAL, See Courts. 

APPOINTMENTS, to ofiice longer than during good behavior 

forbidden, IX 24 

APPORTIONMENT, See LEGISLATURE. 

APPROPRIATION, of money from State Treasury, I 22 

Of private property, VIT 4 

IX la 

ARMS, right to bear, IX 21 

ARMY, See MITTTARY POWER; MILITIA; SOI.DIERS. 

Governor to be OonimandeiMu-Ohief, It 7 

Standing, in time of peace, IX 22 

ARREST, See ELECTIONS; LEGTSr.ATURE. 

ARTS, Promotion of, — VII 2 

ASSEMBLAGES, P(Miceable, of citii^ens allowed, IX 20 

ASSEMBT.Y, GENEUAL. See LEGISIvATURE. 

ASSOCIATE JUDGE, See COURTS. 

ATTAINDER, effect of, limited, IX 10 

Of Treason or felony, IX 18 

ATTORNEY, Accused has right to be heard by, IX 9 

BAIL, except in capital cases, to be token, IX 14 

Not to be excessive, IX 13 

BANKING, Term of ehiirter of corporation engaged in, I 25 

BILLS, Approval of, by Governor, I 23 

Disapproved by Governor, X 23 

Retained by Governor, I 23 

Returned to I legislature without approval, I 23 

Revenue, must originate in House, I 21 

Veto of, by Governor, I 23 

CAPITAL OFBnflNCES, not bailable, IX 14 

CASUALTY, Death from, not to cause forfeiture, IX 19 

CERTIORARI. To courts not of record, V 8 

CHALLENGE, To fight duel, punishment for, VI 10 

CHANCERY, Common Pleas Courts to have power of, V 0 

Supreme Court to have powers of, V 6 
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Art. s 

CHARTER, See also CORPORATIONS. 

CHIEF JUSTICE, See COURTS. 

CITIES, Representative apportionment in, I 

Representatives, number of, entitled to, I 

Senators, number of, entitled to, I 

CIVIL, Power, military subordinate to, IX 

CLERK of Courts, See COUNTY; COURTS. 

COMMISSION, of oyer and terminer or jail delivery prohibited, IX 

To be in name of Commonwealth, VI 

To be signed and sealed by Governor, VI 

COMMON PLEAS COURTS, See COURTS. 

COMMON SCHOOLS, See EDUCATION; SCHOOLS. 

COMMONWEAI.TH, Suits against, IX 

COMPENSATION, For property taken, injured or destroyed, . . VIT 

IX 

COMPULSORY, process, accused to have, IX 

CONCURRENT, orders, to be presented to Governor, I 

Resolutions to be presented to Governor, I 

Vote to be presented to Governor, I 

CONGRESS, Member of, not to hold office in State, VI 

Member of, not to be Governor, II 

Member of, ineligible to Legislature, I 

CONSCIENCE, Right of, IX 

CONTEST of elections, I 

II 

CONTRACTS, Law impairing, forbidden, IX 

CORONER, See COUNTY. 

CORPORATIONS, Banking, Notice of application for charter, I 

Revocation or alteration of charter, I 

Term of charter, I 

Charter, one law not to include more than one, I 

Revocation or alteration of, by State, I 

Injurious, control of, by State, I 

Rights, privileges, immunities and estates of, not to be af- 
fected, VII 

CORRUPTION, of blood, from attainder, IX 

COUNSEL, Accused may have, IX 

COUNTY, Clerk of court, election, term, etc., V 

Coroner, election of, VI 

Not to succeed himself, VI 

Term of, VI 

Vacancy in office of, VI 

Officers, election of, VI 

Office to be kept in county town, VI 

Terms of VI 

Vacancy in certain, how filled, VI 

Sheriff, election of, VI 

Not to succeed himself, VI 

Term of, VI 

Vacancy in office of, VI 
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Art. Sec. 

COURTS, See also JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 

Associate Judge, election of, y 2 

Term of, y o 

Certiorari to Justices of the Pence, y g 

Chancery powers, y 0 

Clerks of election, term, etc., yj 2 

Common Pleas, y 1,2, 3 , 5 , 

6 , 7 , 8, 9 

Election of Judges, y 2 

Establishment of, y 3 

Terms of Judges, y 2 

General Assembly may establish new, y j 

Jail delivery, commission of, prohibited, IX 15 

Judges, appointment of, H g 

Commission of, y 2 

Compensation of, y 2 

Disqualification of, y 2 

Oath of office, VIII 

Of Common Pleas to be Justices of the Peace, V 9 

Removal of, y 2 

Residence of, y 2 

Vacancies in office of, y 2 

II 8 

Judicial districts, y 3 

Judicial power of State vested in certain, y 1 

Process, style of, y 

Prosecutions, Eegulation of, y H 

Orphans’, y 1 

Composition of, y 7 

Oyer and Terminer, y 145 

Quarter sessions, y i 

Composition of, y 7 

Registers’ , y j 

Composition of, y 7 

Shall be open, IX H 

Supreme, V 1,2, 4, 6 

Chancery powers of, y 0 

Chief Justice, y 2 

Compensation of, y 2 

Election of Judges, y 2 

Jurisdiction of, y ^ 

Priority in commission, y 2 

Prothonotary of, yi 3 

Residence of Judges, y 2 

Term of Judges, y 2 

To appoint prothonotary, VI 3 

Vacancies in, y 2 

Twice in jeopardy, .* IX 10 

CRIMINAL, See COURTS. 

CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS, Rights of accused in, IX 9,10 


165 



INDEX, 


Art. Sec. 

DEBTORS, Imprisonment of, IX 16 

DECLARATION 0 FRIGHTS, IX Par. 1 

DEEDS, Recording of, office to be kept for, V 10 

DEFENDANT, in criminal proceedings, rights of, IX 9,10 

DEFENSE, Right of citizens to bear arms for, IX 21 

DEODANDS, Prohibited, IX 19 

DISQUALIFICATION, for holding office, I 19 

IX 4 

VI 8 

DISQUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE, Duelling, VI 10 

DISTINCTION. Hereditary, prohibited, IX 24 

DISTRICTS, See COURTS. 

DIVORCES, when legislature not to grant, I 14 

DUEL, Punishment for fighting, VI 10 

EDUCATION, See also SCHOOLS. 

General provisions relating to, VII 

ELECTIONS, See also COUNTY; COURTS; CORPORA- 
TIONS; GOVERNOR; LEGISLATURE. 

Aldermen, VI 7 

By baUot, Ill 2 

By representatives, to be viva voce, Ill 2 

Contests, Gubernatorial, II 2 

Legislature, I 12 

Coroner, VI 1 

County officers, VI 3 

Electors privileged from arrest, : Ill 3 

General provisions relating to, HI 

Governor, II 2 

Justices of the Peace, VI 7 

Members of the Legislature, I 2,5,20 

Privilege from arrest, of electors, Ill 3 

Qualification of electors, Ill 1 

Representatives, I 2 

Right of suffrage, IX 5 

Senators, I 5,7,9 

Shan be free and equal, IX 5 

Sheriff, yi j 

Soldiers in service may vote, HI 4 

State Treasurer, YI 6 

ELECTORS, See ELECTIONS. 

EMIGRATION, from State allowed, IX 25 

EMINENT DOMAIN, by corporations, regulated, VH 4 

General provisions, IX 10 

VII 4 

ENJOYMENT, of life and liberty, right of, IX T 

ESTABLISHMENTS, Religious, no preference given to, IX ,3 

ESTATES, of corporations, existing, not to he affected, VH 3 

Of religious societies, existing, not to he affected, VII 3 

EVIDENCE, Against self, accused not to give, IX 9 

Obtaining outside the State, y 0 

Perpetuation of, y 0 
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EXPULSION, of members of legislature, 

FELONY, Attainder of, 

FINES, Governor may remit, 

Not to be excessive, 

FORFEITURES, for suicide, prohibited, 

Governor may remit, 

Of estate from attainder, 

FREEDOM, Men are born in, 

Of elections, 

Of press, 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY, See LEGISLATURE; ELECTIONS. 

GOVERNMENT, Any branch of, may be examined, 

Free, founded on authority of people, 

People have right to alter, reform or abolish, 

GOVERNOR, Appointing power of, 

Appointments to fill certain county offices, 

Appointments to fill judicial vacancies, 

Approval or disapproval of concurrent orders, resolutions or 

votes, 

Commander of army and navy of State, 

Compensation, 

Concurrent orders, resolutions and votes to be presented to,.. 

Contested election of, 

Death or disability of, 

Ele<!tion of, 

Executive power vested in, 

General provisiouH relating to, 

Impeachment of, 

May adjourn legislature in certain eases, 

May approve or veto hills, 

May convene legislature or Senate in special session, 

May remit fines and forfeitures, 

May remove judges, 

*May remove punishments for duelling, 

May require information from officers of Executive Depart- 
ment, 

Messages of, 

Oath of office, 

Pardoning power of, 

Power as to location of office of county officers, 

Qualifications of, 
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GO VERNOR— Continued . 

Record of official acts of, to be kept by Secretary of tbe Com- 
monwealth, 

Shall see to execution of laws, 

Supreme Executive power vested in, 

Term of, 

To commission Judges, 

Vacancy in office of, 

Veto power, 

GRIEVANCES, Right to petition for redress of, 

HABEAS CORPUS, When suspended, 

HAPPINESS, Right of pursuing, 

HEREDITARY DISTINCTION, prohibited, 

HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES, See LEGISLATURE. 

IMMUNITIES, of corporations, existing, not to be effected, 

Of religious societies, existing, not to be affected, 

IMPEACHMENT, Governor may not pardon for, 

General provisions relating to 

House to have sole power of, 

Result of judgment of, 

Tried only by Senate, 

Who liable to, 

IMPRISONMENT, for debt, 

INCOMPATIBLE OFFICES, 


INCORPORATION, See also CORPORATIONS. 

INDEFEASIBLE RIGHTS, Men have, 

INDEPENDENT, Men are born, 

INDICTMENT, Prosecutions by, 

Removal of, 

INFORMATION, in criminal causes, limited, 

Prosecutions by, 

INHERENT RIGHTS, of mankind, 

INJURY, to lands, goods, person or reputation, legal remedy 

for, 

INSOLVENT DIHITORS, Imprisonment of 

INVASION, of the State, 

INVESTIGATIONS, Public, may be published, 

JAIL DELIVERY, Commission of, prohibited, 

JEOPARDY, twice in, 

JOURNAL, See LEGISLATURE. 

JUDGES, See COURTS. 

JUDGMENT, of peers, 

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS, See COURTS. 

JUDICIARY, See COURTS. 

JURY TRIAL, guaranteed in certain criminal causes, 

Right to , 

JUSTICE, to be administered without sale, denial or delay, 
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, Certiorari to, 

Election of, 

Judges of Common Pleas to be, 

Judicial power vested in, 

Term of, 

LAW, Ex post facto, forbidden, 

Of the land, in criminal causes, 

LAWS, Governor to see to execution of, 

Suspension of; limited, 

LAWYER, Accused may have, 

LEGISLATIVE POWER, how vested, 

LEGISLATURE, Adjournment, 

Amendments of bills, 

Annulment of marriage prohibited in certain cases, 

A.pportionmcnt of members, 

Bills passed to be presented to Governor, 

Retained by Governor, 

Returned without Executive approval, 

Revenue to originate in Plouse, 

Committee, sessions to be open, 

Compensation of members, 

Compulsory attendance of absent members, 

Concurrent orders, resolutions or votes to be presented to 

Executive, 

Corporate ehnrters may be revoked or altered by, 

County oHiees shall be provided for, 

Disorderly conduct, 

Doors of each House to be open, 

Each braiudi to keep journal, 

Election of members, contests, 

Of Representatives, 

Of Senators, 

Ex post facto law, 

Expulsion of members, 

General powers, 

Governor may adjourn in (‘ertain cases, 

May convene (>n extraordinary oecasions, 

May <‘onvene Henate in special sesshm, 

Powers and diittes of Legislature in el<‘ction of, 

To give information to, 

House of Represemtatives, adjournment without consent of Sen- 
ate, 

Part of, 

Speaker of, 

Term of members, 

To have sole power of impeachment, 

Journals to be kept and published, 

When yea and nay vote must be recorded on, 

May declare what offices are incompatible, 

Meeting of, - 
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Art. Sec. 

Member, ineligible to certain offices, I 19 

Of Congress ineligible to, I 19 

Oatli of office of members, VIII 

Officers, I 11 

Powers of each branch, I 13 

Privileges of members, I 18 

Proceedings, Journal of, to be kept and published, I 15 

May be criticised, IX 7 

Prohibited from granting right of eminent domain without 

provision tor compensation, VII 4 

Public officers ineligible to, I 19 

Qualifications of members of House of Representatives, I 3 

Of Senators, I 8 

Quorum, I 12 

Representative districts, I 4 

Rules of procedure, I 13 

Schools, establishment by, VII 1 

Senate, a part of, I 1 

Action on executive nominations, II 8 

Adjournment without consent of House, I 17 

Classification of Senators, I 9 

Districts, I 6,7 

Number of members, I 6 

Presiding officers, I 11 

Speaker of, to act as Governor, when, II 14 

Terms of members, I 5 

Senatorial districts, I 6,7 

Sessions of, to be open, I 10 

Speaker of the House, I 11 

Of the Senate, I 11 

Pro tempore of Senate, I H 

Speech or debate in, member not to be questioned for, I 18 

State Treasurer to be elected by, VI 6 

Terms of Representatives, I 2 

Of Senators, I 5 

Vacancy in, I 20 

Vote, to be viva voce, Ill 2 

LIBEL, TX 7 

LIBERTY, Civil and religious, IX 1,9 

Depriving accused of, IX 0 

Right of enjoying and defending, IX 1 

LIFE, Depriving accused of, IX 9 

Not to be twice in jeopardy for same offense, IX 10 

Right of enjoying and defending, IX 1 

MEMBER of Congress, ineligible to legislature, I 19 

MEMBERS OP LEGISLATURE, See LEGISLATURE. 

MESSAGE OP GOVERNOR, II 11 

MILITARY POWER, See also ARMY ELECTIONS : 

MILITIA i SOLDIERS; STANDING ARMY. 

Subordinate to civil power, IX 22 
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militia, Sef‘ also ARMY; MILITARY POWER; SOL- Art. Sec. 
DIERS; STANDING ARMY. 

General provisions relating to, YI 2 

Governor to be commander of, H 7 

MINISTRY, No man compelled to maintain, IX 3 

MODES, of worship, no preference given to, IX 3 

MONEY, How payments may be made from State Treasury, I 22 

NAVY, Governor to be commander-in-ehief, II 7 

NOBILITY, Titles of, prohibited, IX 24 

NON COMPOTES MENTIS, care of person and estate of, .... V 6 

OATH, of office, VIII 

OBLIGATION OP CONTRACTS, Laws impairing, forbidden, . IX 17 

OPBTCE, Oath of, VIII 

Removal from, VI 0 

OFFICERS, See also ELECTIONS; LEGISLATURE; OF- 
FICE; OFFICES. 

County, election of, VI 3 

Office to be kept in county town, VI 4 

Vacanci(‘s, VI 3 

Duelling by, VI 10 

Election of, VI 8 

Federal, ineligible to legislature, I 19 

Not to be Governor, II 5 

Not to hold State office, VI 8 

Incompatible offices, V 2 

VI 8 

Ineligible to legislature, I 19 

Removal from office, IV 3 

State Treasurer, election of, VI 6 

When liable to removal from office, VI 9 

OFITOES, Appointimmts to, Ix'yond term of good behavior, for- 
bidden, IX 24 

Religious Hentiments not to dis(iunlify for holding, IX 4 

ORPHANS’ COURT, See COURTS. 

OYMU AND TERMINER, see also COURTS. 

Commission of, i)rohibited, IX 15 

l^ARDONS, Governor may grfuit, II 9 

PEACF, Quartering Holdiers, in times of, IX 23 

PEERS, Judgment of, IX 9 

PEOPLE, Free government founded on authority of, IX 2 

Have right to alt(*r, reform or abolish government, IX 2 

Power inherent in, ; IX 2 

PERPETUATION, of testimony, V 6 

PETITION, Right of, IX 20 

PHILADELPHIA, senatorial representiition, I 7 

PLACE, of trust or profit, religious sentiments not to disqualify 

for holding, IX 4 

Of wmrship, no man compelled to support or attend, IX .3 

PRESS, Printing, to be free, IX 7 
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PRINT, Citizens may, on any subject, 

PRINTING PRESS, to be free, 

PRISONERS, to be bailable; 

PRIVATE Corporations, See CORPORATIONS. 

PRIVILEGE, of electors from arrest, 

Of corporations, existing, not to be affected, 

Of members of Legislature, 

Of religious societies, existing, not to be affected, 

PROCESS, bow styled, 

PROPERTY, See also EMINENT DOMAIN. 

Depriving accused of, 

Right of acquiring, etc., 

PROSECfUTIONS, how carried on, 

Ending phrase in all, 

Public trial guaranteed in, 

Regulation of, 

PROTHONOTARY, See also COUNTY. 

Supreme court, 

PUBLIC INVESTIGATIONS, May be published, 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS, See SCHOOLS. 

Provisions to be made for, 

PUNISHMENTS, not to be cruel, i 

QUARTER SESSIONS COURTS, See COURTS. 

QUORUM, in legislature, 

REAL ESTATE, See EMINENT DOMAIN; PROPERTY. 

REBELLION, Habeas corpus may be suspended in case of, 

RECORDER OF DEEDS, See also COUNTY. 

REGISTERS^ OFFICE, For probate of wills, etc., to be kept, 
REGISTER OF WILLS, See also COUNTY. 

Part of Registers' court, 

REGISTERS' COURT, See COURTS. 

RELIGIOUS societies, rights, privileges, immunities and estates 

not to be affected, 

RELIGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, Preference not to be given 

to any , 

RELIGIOUS SENTIMENTS, not to disqualify for bolding of- 
fice, 

REMEDY, for all injuries, 

REMONSTRANCE, Right of, 

REMOVAL FROM OFFICE, General provisions relating to, . . 

REPRIEVE, Governor may grant, 

REPUTATION, Right of protecting, 

RESOLUTIONS, Concurrent, to he presented to Governor, 

REVENUE, bills to originate in House, 

RIGHT, of assemblage and petition, 

Of conscience not to be controlled or interfered with. 

Of free speech, 

Of self-defence, 

Of suffrage. See ELECTIONS. 

Of trial by jury, 
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Art. Sec. 

To alter, reform or abolish government, IX '1 

To bear arms, IX 21 

To criticise legislature or government not to be restrained, . . IX 7 

To free communications of thoughts and opinions, IX 7 

To worship God, IX 3 

RIGHTS, Declaration of, IX 

Of corporation, existing, not to be affected by Constitution, VII 3 

Of religious societies, existing, not to be affected by Constitu- 
tion, VII 3 

Reserved and inviolate, IX 26 

SAB'ETY, of people, government instituted for, IX 2 

SCHOOLS, See also BIDUCATION. 

Establishment of, legislature to provide for, VII 1 

Seminaries for promotion of arts and sciences, VII 2 

SCIENCES, promotion of, VII 2 

SEARCHES, people to be secure from, IX 8 

SEARCH WARRANTS, limited, IX 8 

SECRETARY COMMONWEALTH, appointed by Governor, II 8 

Duties, IT 15 

To keep record of official acts of Governor, II 1.5 

SEIZURBIS, people to be secure from, IX 8 

SELB^-DB^FENOE, right of, IX 21 

SBIMINARIBIS, arts and sciences to bo promoted in one or more, VII 2 

SBINATE, See LBIGISLATURE. 

SHElimr, See COUNTY. 

• SLANDIOR, IX 7 

SordHKRS, See also ARMY; ELECTIONS; MILITARY 
POWER; MH.ITIA; STANDING ARMY. 

Quartering of, IX 23 

Voting by, Ill 4 

SPEECH, right of, free, IX 7 

STANDING ARMY, regulation of, IX 22 

STATE, Treasurer, Se(‘ TREASURER, 

SITIOIDE, estate of those committing, IX 19 

SUITS, against the ('Commonwealth, IX 11 

SUPREME COT/UT, See COURTS. 

SUSPENSION OB" lAWS, IX 12 

TESTIMONY, See EVIDENCE. 

TITLE, of nobility, prohibited, IX 24 

TREASON, Attainder of, IX 18 

TREASURER, State election of, VT 6 

Terra to be prescribed by law, VI 6 

TRIAL, by jiUT IX * 8 

TROOPS, See also ARMY; MIIHTARY POWER; SOLDIERS; 

STANDING ARMY. 

Quartering of, IX 23 

TWICE, in jeopardy, IX 10 

UNITED STATES, Officers of, ineligible to legislature, I 19 

Officers of, not to be Governor, II 5 

Not to be .Tiidge, V 2 

Not to bold office in State, VI 8 
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vapWCIES, Governor may fill, 

of concurrent orders, resolutions or votes, procedure on. 

Of Governor, how exercised, 

VICINAGE, Jury of, **“’ 

VIVA VOCE, Persons in representative capacity o vo , 

VOTERS, qualifications of, 


WAR, quartering soldiers, in times of, 

WARRANTS, search, limited, 

WILLS, office for probate of to be kept, V *o* * « 

WITNESSES, Compulsory process for, in crimina 

WORSHIP, Modes of, no preference to be given to, 

No man compelled to attend or support place of, 

Of God, free, 
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Serious defects in the Constitution of 1776 were soon recognized, 
and on September 15, 1.789, an act was passed calling for a convention 
to revise the Constitution. A convention was called and met Novem- 
ber 24, 1.789, and continued in session until February 26, 1790, and 
then adjouined that the people might examine their work. The con- 
vention reassembled August 9, 1790, and on September 2, 1790, form- 
ally proclaimed the new Constitution. 
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1790, Article I. 


CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1790. 


We, the people of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, ordain and 
establish this constitution for its government. 

ARTICLE I. 

Sec. 1. The legislative power of this commonwealth shall be vested 
in a general assembly, which shall consist of a senate and house of 
representatives. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec, 2. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 1. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 1. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 2. The representatives shall be chosen, annually, by the citi- 
zens of the city of Philadelphia; and of each county respectively, on 
the second Tuesday of October. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1770, Sec. 9. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 2. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. 11, Secs. 2, 3. 

Sec. 3. No person shall be a representative, who shall not have at- 
tained the age of twenty-one years, and have been a citizen and inhabi- 
tant of the State three years next preceding his election, and the last 
year thereof an inhabitant of the city or county in which he shall be 
chosen; unless he shall have been absent on the public business of 
the United States, or of this State. No person, residing within any 
city, town, or borough, which shall be entitled to a separate represen- 
tation, shall be elected a uunnber for any county; nor shall any per- 
son residing without the limits of any such city, town, or borough, 
be elected a member therefor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Secs. 7, 8. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec* 3. 

Constitution of 1873, Art, II, Sec. 5. 

Sec. 4. Within three years after the first meeting of the general 
assembly, and within every subsequent term of seven years, an enu- 
meration of the taxable inhabitants shall be made, in such manner as 
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shall be directed by law. The number or representatives shall, at 
the several periods of making such enumeration, be fixed by the legis- 
latuie, and apportioned among the city of Philadelphia and the sev- 
eral counties, according to the number of taxable inhabitants in each ; 
and shall never be less than sixty, nor greater than one hundred. 
Each county shall have, at least, one repieseiitatlve; but no county, 
herejafter erected, shall be entitled to a separate representation, until 
a sufficient number of taxable inhabitants shall be contained within it, 
to entitle them to one representative, agreeably to the ratio which 
shall then be established. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 17. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 4. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 37, 18. 

Sec. 5. The senators shall be chosen for four years by the citi- 
zens of Philadelphia, and of the several counties, at the same time, 
in the same manner, and at the same places wliere they shall vote 
for representatives. 

Corresponding jn'ovisions of subsequent Constitutions; 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 5. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sees. 2, 3. 

Sec. 6. The number of senators shall, at the vseveral periods of 
luaking the eiiumeratipii before num tioiuMl, \ h ^ tixcMl by the legisla- 
ture, and apportioned among the districts, formed as hereinafter di- 
rected, according to the number of taxable inbabitants in each; and 
shall never be less than one-fourth, nor greater than one-third, of the 
number of representatives. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. 1, Sc(‘. 0. ( V<n*b:itiru .) 

Constitution of 187.3, Art. IX, Sees. 16, 18. 

Sec. 7. The senators shall be chosen in disiricls, to be formed 
by the legislature, each district containing such a numhtu* of tax- 
able inhabitants as shall he entilled (o elect not more than four sena- 
tors. When a district shall be composed of two or more counties 
they shall be adjoining. Neither the city of Philadelphia nor anj 
county shall be divided in forming a district. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 16, 18 
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Sec. 8. No person sliall be a senator, who-sball not have attained 
the age of twenty-five years, and have been a citizen and inhabitant 
of the State four years before his election, and the last year thereof 
an inhabitant of the district for which he shall be chosen, unless he 
shall have been absent on the public business of the United States, 
or of this State. 

Correspoiiding provisions of snibsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 8. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, See. 5. 

Sec. 9. Immediately after the senators shall be assembled, in con- 
.secpience of the fiist election, subsequent to the first enumeration, 
they shall be divided, by lot, as equally as may be, into four classes. 
The seats of the senators of the first class shall be vacated at the 
expiration of the first year, of the second class at the expiration 
of the second year, of the third class at the expiration of the third 
year, and of the fourth class at the expiiation of the fourth year; so 
that oue-fourtb may be chosen every year. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 9. 

Sec. 10. The general assembly shall meet on the first Tuesday of 
December in every year, unless sooner convened by the governor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Ooustitution of 1770, Sec. 9. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 10. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 4. 

Sec. 11. Each house shall choose its speaker and other officers; 
and the senate shall also choose a speaker pro tempore, when the 
speaker shall exercise the office of governor. 

Correnpondiiig proviHions of prior and Hubsiaiue.ut Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1773, Sec. 9. 

(!onstitution of 18.38, Art. I, Sec. 11. (Yei’batim.) 

Oonstitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec, 9. 

Sec. 12. Uach house shall judge of the qualifications of its mem- 
bers. Coniesled elections shall be determined by a committee, to be 
selected, formed, and regulated in such manner as shall be directed by 
law. A majority of each house shall constitute a quorum to do busi- 
ness; but a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be 
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authorized, by law, to compel the attendance of absent members, In 
such manner, and under such penalties, as may be provided. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions : 

Constitution of 1776, Secs. 9, 10. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 12. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 9, 10. 


Sec. 13. Each house may determine the rules of its proceedings, 
punish its members for disorderly behavior, and, with the concurrence 
of two-thirds, expel a member, but not a second time for the same 
cause; and shall have all other powers necessary for a branch of the 
legislature of a free State. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, See. 9. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 13. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 11. 

Sec. 14. Each house shall keep a journal of its proceedings, and 
publish them weekly, except such parts as may require secrecy: And 
the yeas and nays of the members on any question shall, at the desire 
of any two of them, be entered on the journal. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 14. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 15. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 12. 

Sec. 15. The doors of each house, and of committees of the whoh 
shall be open unless when the business shall be such as ought to b 
kept secret. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 13. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 16. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 13, 

Sec. 16. Neither house shall, without the consent of the oth( 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other place than that 
which the two houses shall be sitting. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. 1, Sec. 17. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 14. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 17. The senators and representatives shall receive a comp 
sation for their services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out 
the treasury of the commonwealth. They shall, in all cases, exc 
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treason, felony, and breach or surety of the peace, be privileged from 
arrest during their attendance at the session of the respective houses, 
and in going to and returning from the same; And for any speech 
or debate in either house they shall not be questioned in any other 
place. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 17. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 13. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 8, 15, 

Sec. 18. No senator or representative shall, during the time for 
which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any civil office under 
this commonwealth, which shall have been created, or the emolu- 
ments of which shall have been increased, during such time; and no 
member of Congress, or other person holding any office (except of at- 
torney at law and in the militia) under the United States, or this 
commonwealth, shall be a member of either house during his continu- 
ance in Congress, or in office. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec, 19 (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 6. 

Sec. 19. When vacancies happen in either house, the speaker shall 
issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 20, '(Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 2. 

Sec, 20. All bills for raising revenue shall originate in the house 
of representatives; but the senate may propose amendments, as in 
other bills. 

CorrcHpondhig provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

(/onstituliou of 1838, Art. 1, See. 21 (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Ill', See. U (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 21. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but in conse- 
quence of appropriations made by law. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. T, Sec. 22. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Ill, Sec. 16. 
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Sec. 22. Every bill, wbich shall have passed both houses, shall be 
presented to the governor. If he approve, he shall sign it ; but if he 
shall not approve, he shall return it, with his objections, to the house 
in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the objections at 
large upon their journals, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such 
reconsideration two-thirds of that house shall agree to pass the bill, 
it shall be sent, with the objections, to the other house, by which like- 
wise it shall be reconsidered ; and if approved* by two-thirds of that 
house, it shall he a law. But in such cases the votes of both houses 
shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the names of the persons 
voting for or against the bill shall be entered on the journals of each 
house respectively. If any bill shall not be returned by the governor 
within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented 
to him, it shall be a law, in like manner as if he had signed it, unless 
the general assembly, by their adjournment, prevent its return; in 
which case it shall be a law, unless sent back within three days after 
their next meeting. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 23 (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 15. 

Sec. 23. Every order, resolution, or vote to which the concurrence 
of both houses may be necessary (e.\:cept on a question of adjourn- 
ment) shall be j^resented to the governor, and, before it shall take 
effect, be approved by him, or, being disapproved, shall be repassed 
by two-thirds of both houses, according to the rules and limitations 
prescribed in case of a bill. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 18,38, Art. T, See. 24. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Ill, Sec. 26. (Verbatim.) i 


ARTICLE II. 

Sec. 1. The supreme executive power of this commonwealth sha! 
be vested in a governor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 3. 

Constitution of 18:18, Art. II, Sec. I. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 2. 
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Sec. 2. The governor shall be chosen on the second Tuesday of 
October, by the citizens of the commonwealth, at the places where 
they shall respectively vote for representatives. The returns of every 
election for governor shall be sealed up, and transmitted to the seat 
of government, directed to the speaker of the senate, who shall open 
and publish them in the presence of the members of both houses of 
the legislature. The person having the highest number of votes shall 
be governor. But if two or more shall be equal and highest in votes, 
one of them shall be chosen governor by the joint vote of the mem- 
bers of both houses. Contested elections shall be determined by a 
committee, to be selected from both houses of the legislature, and 
formed and regulated in such manner as shall be directed by law. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 2 (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Secs. 2, 17. 

Sec. 3. The governor shall hold his office during three years from 
the third Tuesday of December next ensuing his election, and shall 
not be capable of holding it longer than nine in any term of twelve 
years. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 3, 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 3. 

Sec. 4. He shall be, at least, thirty years of age, and have been a 
citizen and inhabitant of this State seven years next before his elec- 
tion; unless he shall have been absent on the public business of the 
United States, or of this State. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. 11, Sec. 4. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 5 

Sec. 6. No member of Congress, or person holding any office under 
the United States, or this State, shall exercise the office of governor. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. 11, Sec. 5. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 6.. 

Sec. 6. The governor shall, at stated times, receive for his ser- 
vices a compensation, which shall be neither increased nor diminished 
during the period for which he shall have been elected. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 6. (Verbatim.) 
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Sec. 7. He shall be commander -in-chief of the army and navy o 
this commonwealth, and of the militia y except when they shall b' 
called into the actual service of the United States. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subseQiient Oonstitiitiona : 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. *20. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 7- (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 7. 

Sec. 8. He shall appoint all officers, whose offices are establishe 
by this constitution, or shall be established by law, and whose a] 
pointments are not herein otherwise provided for , but no person sha 
be appointed to an office within any county who shall not have bee 
a citizen and inhabitant therein one year next before his appointmen 
if the county shall have been so long erected ; but if it shall not ha'^ 
been so long erected, then within the limits of the county or counth 
out of which it shall have been taken. No member of Congress fro 
this State, nor any person holding or exercising any office of tru 
or profit under the United States, shall, at the same time, hold or e 
ercise the office of judge, secretary, treasurer, prothonotary, regist 
of wills, recorder of deeds, sheriff, or any office in this State to whi« 
a salary is by law annexed, or any other office which future legisl 
tures shall declare incompatible with offices or appointments und 
the United States. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VI, Sec. 8. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XII, Sec. 2 

Sec. 9. He shall have power to rettiit finoa and forfeiture.s, a 
grant reprieves and pardons, except in cascw of inip(‘achm(*ii(. 

Corresponding provisions of prior und subswineut Ooimtittitlona: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 20. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 9 (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 9 

Sec. 10. He may require information, in writing, from the olTfic 
in the executive department, upon any subject relating to the dul 
of their respective offices. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 10 (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art, IV, Sec. 10. 
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Sec. 11. He shall, from time to time, give to the general assembly 
information of the state of the commonwealth, and recommend to 
their consideration such measures as he shall judge expedient. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 13. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 11. 

Sec. 12. He may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the general 
assembly; and in case of disagreement between the two houses with 
respect to the time of adjournment, adjourn them to such time as he 
shall think proper, not exceeding four months. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 20. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Sec. 12. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 32. 

Sec. 13. He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 20. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 13. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 14. In case of the death or resignation of the governor, or 
of his removal from office, the speaker of the senate shall exercise 
the office of governor until another governor shall be duly qualified. 
And if the trial of a contested election shall continue longer than 
until the third Tuesday in December next ensuing the election of a 
governor, the governor of the last year, or the speaker of the senate 
who may be in the exercise of the executive authority, shall continue 
therein Until the determination of such contested election, and until 
a governor shall be qualified as aforesaid. 

Corresponding provisions of subswpient Constitutions: 

Constitution of 18,38, Art. II, Sec. 34. 

('loustitutiou of 1873, Art, IV, Sec. 13 

Sec. 15. A secretary shall be appointed and commissioned during 
the governor's continuance in office, if he shall so long behave himself 
well. He shall keep a fair register of all the official acts and pro- 
ceedings of the governor, and shall, when required, lay the same, 
and all papers, minutes, and vouchers relative thereto, before either 
branch of the legislature, and shall perform such other duties as 
shall he enjoined him by law. 

Corresponding provisions of subsMuent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Secs. 8, 15. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Secs. 8, 18. 
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ARTICLE III. 

Sec. 1. In elections by the citizens, every freeman of the age of 
twenty-one years, having resided in the State two years next before 
the election, and within that time paid a State or county tax, which 
shall have been assessed at least six months before the election, shall 
enjoy the rights of an elector: Provided, That the sons of persons 
qualified as aforesaid, between the ages of twenty-one and twenty- 
two years, shall be entitled to vote, although they shall not have paid 
taxes. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 6. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. Ill, Sec. 1. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VIII, Sec. 1. 

Sec. 2. All elections shall be by ballot, except those by persons in 
their representative capacities, who shall vote viva voce. 

Corresponding lu-ovisions of prior and subse(iuent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 32. 

(^institution of 1838, Art. Ill, Sec. 2. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VIII, Secs. 4, 12. 

Sec. 3. Electors shall, in all cases (‘xce{)t treason, felony, and 
breach or surety of the peat^e, be privileged from arrest during theii 
attendance on elections, and in going to and returning from them. 

Corresponding provisions of subsc<pi<mt (Vmstitutions: 

('binstitutiou of 1838, Art. HI, See. 3. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VIII, Sec 5 . 4 , 


ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 1. The house of rtq)resentativ(^s shall luiv(‘ the sole pow< 
of impeaching. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subseciuent C.onstitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 22. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IV, Sec. 1. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VI, Sec, 1. 

Sec. 2. All impeachments shall be tried by the senate. When s 
ting for that purpose, the senators shall be upon oatli or affirmatk 


188 



1790, Article V. 

No person shaP be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members present. 

corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 22. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IV, Sec. 2. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VI, Sec. 2. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 3. The governor, and all other civil officers under this com- 
monwealth, shall be liable to impeachment for any misdemeanor in 
office. But judgment, in such cases, shall not extend further than to 
removal from office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor, 
trust, or profit under this commonwealth. The party, whether con- 
victed or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial, 
judgment, and punishment according to law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 22. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IV, Sec. 3. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1872, Art. VI, Sec. 3. 


ARTICLE y. 

Sec. 1. The judicial power of this commonwealth shall be vested 
in a supreme court, in courts of oyer and terminer and general jail 
delivery, in a court of common pleas, orphans’ court, register’s court, 
and a court of (luartcr scsKsioiis of the peace for each county, in jus- 
tices of the peace, and in such other courts as the legislature may, 
from time to time, establish. 

Corresponding x>rovisions of prior and subscMpiont Constitutions: 

('lonstitution of 1776, See. 26. 

Constitution of IH^IS, Art. V, Sec. 1, (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, See. 1. 

Sec. 2. The judges of the supreme court, and of the several courts 
of common pleas, shall hold their offices during good behavior. But 
for any reasonable cause, which shall not be sufficient ground of im- 
peachment, the governor may remove any of them, on the address 
of two-thirds of each branch of the legislature. The judges of the su- 
preme court and the presidents of the several courts of common pleas 
shall, at stated times, receive for their services an adequate com- 
pensation, to be fixed by law, which shall not be diminished during 
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their continuaiice in office ; but they shall receive no fees or perquisites 
of office, nor hold any other office of profit under this commonwealth. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 23. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Y, Secs, 2, 15, 18. 

Sec. 3. The jurisdiction of the supreme court shall extend over 
the State, and the judges thereof shall, by virtue of their offices, be 
justices of oyer and terminer and general jail delivery in the several 
counties. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 4. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Sec. 3. 

Sec. 4. Until it shall be otherwise directed by law, the several 
courts of common pleas shall be established in the following manner: 
The governor shall appoint, in each county, not fewer than three nor 
more than four judges, who, during their continuance in office, shall 
reside in such county. The State shall be divided by law into cir- 
cuits, none of which shall include more than six nor fewer than three 
counties. A president shall be appointed of the courts in each cir- 
cuit, who, during his continuance in office, shall reside therein. The 
president and judges, any two of whom shall be a quorum, shall com- 
pose the respective courts of common plea s. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 20. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. Y, Secs. 2, 3. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Y, Secs. 4, 15, 10. 

Sec. 5. The judges of the court of common pleas in each county 
shall, by virtue of their offices, be justices of oyer and terminer and 
general jail delivery, for the trial of capital and other offenders 
therein ; any two of t he J udges, the president being one, shall be 
a quorum; but they shall not hold a court of oyer and terminer or 
jail delivery in any county when the judges of the supreme court, or 
any of them, shall be sitting in the same county. The party ac- 
cused, as well as the commonwealth, may, under such regulations as 
shall be prescribed by law, remove the indictment and proceedings, or 
a transcript thereof, into the supreme court. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. Y, Sec. 5. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Y, Secs. 9, 24. 
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Sec. 6. The supreme court and the several courts of common pleas 
shall, beside the powers heretofore usually exercised by them, have 
the power of a court of chancery, so far as relates to the perpetuating 
of testimony, the obtaining of evidence from places not within the 
State, and the care of the persons and estates of those who are non 
‘ compotes mentis. And the legislature shall vest in the said courts 
such other powers to grant relief in equity as shall be found neces- 
sary ; and may, from time to time, enlarge or diminish those powers, 
or vest them in such other courts as they shall judge proper for the 
due administration of justice. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 24. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 6. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Sec. 20. 

Sec. 7. The judges of the court of common pleas of each county, 
any two of whom shall be a quorum, shall compose the court of 
quarter sessions of the peace and orphans’ court thereof; and the 
register of wills, together with the said judges, or any two of them, 
shall compose the register’s court of each county. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 7. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Sec. 9, 22. 

Sec. 8. The judges of the courts of common pleas shall, within 
their respective counties, have the like powers with the judges of the 
supreme court to issue writs of certiorari to the justices of the peace, 
and to cause their proceedings to be brought before them, and the 
like right and jnstice to he done. . 

Covrc'Hiioiiding proviHions o£ RuliHoiiiifliit Ooustitutiona: 

Ooiistitution of Art. V, See. 8. (Verbatim.) 

OouBtitutien of 187.'), Art. V, Sec. 10. 

Sec. 9. The president of the courts in each circuit within such 
circuit, and the judges of the court of common pleas within their re- 
spective counties, shall be justices of the peace, so far as relates to 
criminal matters. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, See 0, (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Sec. 9, 

Sec. 10. The governor shall appoint a competent number of jus- 
tices of the peace, in snch convenient districts, in each county, as are 
or shall be directed by law ; they shall be commissioned during good 


191 


? 


iin ^ 


I 

Hi 


11^ 


IH 


«i! 

■t 


■ 


ll#- 

■lift"; 


1790, Aitide VL conTicUon of misbeliavloT In offlce, 

telarior, » a*' 

lature. sulisequent Constitutions; 

Corresponding provisions of prio 

constitution of , 

Constitution of V, Sec. U- 

Constitution of 187 , , +• 

4. ) Affioe for the probate of wills and granting 

Sec. 11. ^ register s offi f ^ the recording of deeds, sha 

ters of administration, and an om 
be kept in each county. 

. . cnbseauent Constitutions: 

Corresponding provisions " y gee 10. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of ^r . . ^ 

Constitution of 1873, Art. 

4 . 1 Of nil nrocess shall be, “The commonwealth 
Sec. 12. The style of P , ^ carried on in the name a 

Pennsylvania;” all P^®®®^^^onwealth of Pennsylvania, and concln 
by the authority of the same.” 

^against the peace and dignity oi 

• • ns of prior and subsequent Constitutions. 
Corresponding provisions of prior 

Constitution of 17-6. ^ec. 

Constitutmn of 18 . A • (Verbatim.) 

OoBStltutlOU of 1874, 
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tton of representatives, be t ‘Os, ii whom, f<»' earb n 

persons sliall be cho»eu for ea< i < They nball UoUl 
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or appointed sheriff in any term of six y(,aiH. 

r^ido«ceeeb.Ubed^n.a...-r 

celsoTshall bTchCn and qualified as aforesaid. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 31. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VI, Sec. . 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XIV, Sec. 2. 
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Sec. 2. The freemen of this commonwealth shall be armed and dis- 
ciplined for its defence. Those who conscientiously scruple to bear 
arms shall not be compelled to do so, but shall pay an equivalent 
for personal service. The militia offices shall be appointed in such 
manner and for such time as shall be directed by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 5. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VI, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XI, Sec. 1 

Sec. 3. Prothonotaries, clerks of the peace and orphans’ courts, 
recorders of deeds, register of wills, and sheriffs shall keep their 
offices in the county-town of the county in which they respectively 
shall be officers, unless when the governor shall, for special reasons, 
dispense therewith for any term, not exceeding five years, after the 
county shall have been erected. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 34. 

• Constitution of 1838, Art. VI, Sec. 4. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XIV, Sec. 4. 

Sec. 4. All commissions shall he in the name and by the authority 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and be sealed with the State 
seal, and signed by the governor. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

('ouHtitution of 1776, Sec. 21. 

(biistitution of lH.‘iH, Art. VI, Sec. 5. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 22. 

Sec. 5. Tiie State treasurer shall be appointed, annually, by the 
joint vote of tlie members of both houses. All other officers in the 
treasury department, attorneys at law, election officers, officers re- 
lating to taxes, to the poor and highways, constables, and other town- 
ship officers, shall be appointed in such maimer as is or shall be di- 
rected by law, 

CorroHponding^roviHionH of prior and Bubsoquent Constitutions: 

CoiiHtitution of 1776, Sec. 9. 

Constitution of 18.18, Art. VI, Sec. 6. ’ 

Constitution of 1873, Art. .IV, Sec. 21. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

Sec. 1. The legislature shall, as soon as conveniently may be, pro- 
vide, by law, for the establishment of schools throughout the State, 
in such manner that the poor may be taught gratis. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 44. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VII, Sec. 1. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. X, Sec. 1. 

Sec. 2. The arts and sciences shall be pronaoted in one or more 
seminaries of learning. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VII, Sec. 2. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 3. The rights, privileges, immunities, and estates of reli- 
gious societies and corporate bodies shall remain as if the constitu- 
tion of this State had not been altered or amended. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VII, Sec. 3. (Verbatim.) 


AETIOLE VIII. 

Members of the general assembly, and all officers, executive and 
judicial, shall be bound, by oath or affirmation, to support the consti- 
tution of this commonwealth, and to perform the duties of their re- 
spective offices with fidelity. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Secs. 10, 40. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VIII. (Verbatim.) ^ 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VII. Sec 1. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

That the general, great, and essential principles of liberty and free 
government may be recognized and unalterably established, we de- 
clare — 

Sec. 1. That all men are born equally free and independent, and 
have certain inherent and indefeasible rights, among which are those 
of enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring, possessing, 
and protecting property and reputation, and of pursuing their own 
happiness. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. 1. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec, 1. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 1, (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 2. That all power is inherent in the people, and all free gov- 
ernments are founded on their authority and instituted for their 
peace, safety, and happiness. For the advancement of those ends, 
they have at all times an unalienable and indefeasible right to alter, 
reform, or abolish their government, in such manner as they may 
think proper. 

Corresponding provisions o£ prior and sxibsequcnt Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Kights, Cl. V. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 2. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 2. 

Sec. 3. That all men have a natural and indefeasible right to 
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of their own con- 
sciences; that no man can of right be compelled to attend, erect, or 
support any place of worship, or to maintain any ministry, against 
his consent; that no human authority can, in any case whatever, con- 
trol or interfere with the rights of conscience; and that no prefer- 
ence shall ever be given, by law, to any religious establishments or 
modes of worship. 

Corresponding provisutns of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Doc. of Rights, Cl. II. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, See. 3. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 3. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 4. That no person, who acknowledges the being of a God 
and a future state of rewards and punishments, shall, on account of 


196 


1790, Article IX. 

Ms religious sentiments, be disqualified to hold any office or place of 
trust or profit under this commonwealth. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsod.Knit Oon.stitutiona: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Eights, Cl. II. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 4- (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, See. 4. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 5. That elections shall be free and equal. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. VII. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 5. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. £. 

Sec. 6. That trial by jury shall be as heretofore, and the right 
thereof remain inviolate. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions; 

Constitutioii of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. XI. 

Sec. 25 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 6. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, See. 6. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 7. That the printing-presses shall be free to every person who 
undertakes to examine the proceedings of the legislature, or any 
branch of government, and no law shall ever be made to restrain tht 
right thereof. The free communication of Ihoughts and opinions if 
one of the invaluable rights of man; aud every citizen may freeli 
speak, write, and print on any subject, being responsible for the abusi 
of that liberty. In prosecutiou.s for (he publication of papers invest! 
gating the official conduct of olllcers or men in a public capacity, o 
where the matter is proper for public iufonimtion, (he truth thereo 
may be given in evidence; and in all iiididmenls for libels the jur 
shall have a right to determine (he law jiiid the fads, under the d 
rection of the court, as in other cases. 

Corresponding iirovisionH of prior nnd (k)imtltutiouH: 

Constitution of 1776, Dee. of UiiifhtH, Cl. Xll. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. .IX, Hee. 7, (Verbnliiu.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Bee. 7. 

Sec. 8. That the people dmll he Heoure in their perBous, 
papers, and possessions from uureaHonuble searehes aud seizure 
and that no warrant to search any place, or to seize any person 
things shal] issue, without describing them us nearly as may be, i 
without probable ^nse, supported by oath or affirmation. 

Corresponding provisions of prior iind subsefpient Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, CL X. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Bee. 8. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 8. 
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Sec. 9. That in all criminal prosecutions the accused hath a right 
to be heard by himself and his counsel, to demand the nature and 
cause of the accusation against him, to meet the witnesses face to 
face, to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, 
and, in prosecutiona by indictment or information, a speedy public 
trial, by an impartial jury of the vicinage; that he cannot be com- 
pelled to give evidence against himself, nor can he be deprived of his 
life, liberty, or property, unless by the judgment of his peers or the 
law of the land. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. IX. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 9, (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 9. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 10. That no person shall, for any indictable offence, be pro- 
ceeded against criminally by information, except in cases arising in 
the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in 
time of war or public danger, or, by leave of the court, for oppres- 
sion and misdemeanor in office. No person shall, for the same 
offence, be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall any man’s 
property be taken or applied to public use without the consent of his 
representatives, and without just compensation being made. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequemt Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1770, Doc. of Rights, Cl. VITI. * 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec, 10 (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, See. 10. 

Sec. 11, That all courts shall he open, and every man, for an in- 
jury done him in his lands, goods, persons, or reputation, shall have 

remedy by the due course of law, and right and justice administered 
without: sale, denial, or delay. Suits may be brought against the com- 
monwealth in such manner, in such courts, and in such cases as the 
legislature may by law direct. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art, IX, Bee. 11 (Verbatim.) 

Constitution o£ 1873, Art. I, Bee. 11. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 12. That no power of suspending laws shall be exercised, un- 
less by the legislature or its authority. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Bee. 12. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 32. 




13 
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Sec. 13. That excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
fines imposed, nor cruel punishments inflicted. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 


Constitution of 1776, Sec. 29. i, 4 -- ^ 

Constitution of 1838. Art. IX, Sec. 13. ^e-^batim. 

A T Verbatim. ) 


excessive 


sec 14 That aU prisoners shaU be bailable by sulficient sureties, 
inless for capital offences, when the proof is evident or presumption 
Treat: and the privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shaU e 

suspended, unless when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public 
rftnnire it. 


Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 
Constitution of 1776, Sec. 28. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 14 (Verbatim.) 
Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 14 (Verbatim.) 


Sec. 15. That no commission of oyer and terminer or jail-delivery 
shall be issued. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 15. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 15. (Verbatim.) 


Sec. 16. That the person of a debtor, where there is not strouf 
presumption of fraudj shall not be continued in prison, after deliver 
ing up his estate for the benefit of his creditors, in such manner a 
shall be prescribed by law. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Sec. 28. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 16. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 16, (Verbatim.) 


Sec. 17. That no ex-post facto law, nor any law impairing co 
tracts, shall be made. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 17. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 17. 

Sec. 18. That no person shall be attained of treason or felony 
the legislature. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 18. (Verbatim.) 

•Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 18 (Verbatim.) 
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Sec. 19. That no attainder shall work corruption of blood, nor, 
except during the life of the offender, forfeiture of estate to the 
commonwealth; that the estates of such persons as shall destroy their 
own lives shall descend or vest as in case of natural death; and if 
any person shall be killed by casualty, there shall be no forfeiture by 
reason thereof. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, See. 19. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 19. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 20. That the citizens have a right, in a peaceable manner, to 
assemble together for their common good, and to apply to those in- 
vested with the powers of government for redress of grievances, or 
other proper purposes, by petition, address, or remonstrance. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. XVI. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 20. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 20 (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 21. That the right of citizens to bear arms, in defence of 
themselves and the State, shall not be questioned. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Rights, Cl. XIII. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 21. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 21, (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 22. That no standing army shall, in time of peace, be kept up 
without the consent of the legislature; and the military shall in all 
cases and at all times be in strict subordination to the civil power. 

Corresponding provisions of prior and subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Dec. of Cl. XIII. 

Constitution of Art. IX, See. 22, (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Bee. 22. (Verbatim.) 

Sec. 23. That no soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in 
any house without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war but 
in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 23. (Verbatim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 23. (Verbatim.) 
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Sec 24 That the legislature s^all not grant any title of nobility 
or hereditary distinction, nor create any office the appointment of 
which shaU be for a longer term than during good behavior. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent CTonstitutions: 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX. See. 24 fVorbntim.) 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 2*1. 

Sec. 25. That emigration from the State shall not be prohibited. 

Corresponding provisions of prior iind subse<iuent. Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1776, Doc. of Rights, Cl. XV. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 2.6. (Verbatitn.l 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, See. 2.6. (VcrVmtim.) 

Sec. 26. To guard against transgressions of the high powers which 
we have delegated, we declare, that everything in this article is ex- 
cepted out of the general powers of government, and shall forever re- 
main inviolate. 

Corresponding provisions of sub.scrinont Constittitions: 

Constitution of 18.38, Art. IX, See. 2fl fVerhutim .1 

Constitution of 187.3, Art. I, Sec. 2f (Verhiititn.l 


ROHEDTILR. 

That no inconvenience may arise from the nl (era I ions and amend- 
ments in the constitution of (his coinmonwealtli, and in order to carry 
the same into comjdete o])<n-a(ion, it is tiereliy declared and ordained: 

Sec. 1. That all laws of this <’<»mitionw<*!tl(li, in forc<>, at (he lime, 
of making the said nlteratioiiH and amendments in (he said constitu- 
tion, and not inconsistent tlierewitli, and all riglits, actions, prosecu- 
tions, claims, and contracts, as well of incllviduals as of bodifts-cor- 
porate, shall continue as if (be, said alterations and amendments bad 
not been made. 

Sec. 2. That the president and suprtmie executive council shall 
continue to exercise the executive authority of this commonwealth, as 
heretofore, until the third Tuesday of December next; but no inter- 
mediate vacancies in the couneil shall be supplied by new elections. 

Sec. 3. That all officers in the appointment of tlie executive depart- 
ment shall continue in the exercise of the duties of their respective 
offices until the first day of September, one thousand seven hundred 
and ninety-one, unless their commissions shall sooner expire by their 
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own limitations, or the said offices become vacant by death or resi^a- 
tion, and no longer, unless reappointed and commissioned by the gov- 
ernor; except that the judges of the supreme court shall hold their 
offices for the terms in their commissions respectively expressed. 

Sec. 4. That justice shall be administered in the several counties 
of the State, until the period aforesaid, by the same justices, in the 
same courts, and in the same manner as heretofore. 

Sec. 5. That no person now in commission as sheriff shall be eligi- 
ble at the next election for a longer term than will, with the time 
which he shall have served in the said office, complete the term of 
three years. 

Sec. 6. That, until the first enumeration shall be made, as di- 
rected in the fourth section of the first article of the constitution es- 
tablished by this convention, the city of Philadelphia and the several 
counties shall be respectively entitled to elect the same number of 
representatives as is now prescribed by law. 

Sec. 7. That the first senate shall consist of eighteen members, 
to be chosen in districts formed as follows, to-wit: The city of Phila- 
delphia and the counties of Philadelphia and Delaware shall be a dis- 
trict, and elect three senators; the county of Chester shall be a dis- 
trict, and shall elect one senator; the county of Bucks shall be a 
district, and shall elect one senator; the county of Montgomery shall 
be a district, and shall elect one senator; the county of Northampton 
shall be a district, and shall elect one senator; the counties of Lan- 
caster and York shall be a district, and shall elect three senators; the 
comities of Thunks and Dauphin sliall be a district, and shall elect two 
senators; the counties of Cumberland and Miffiin shall be a district, 
and shall elect one senator; the counties of Northumberland, Luzerne, 
and Huntingdon shall be a district, and shall elect one senator; the 
counties of Bedford and Franklin shall be a district, and shall elect 
one senator; the counties of Westmoreland and Allegheny shall be a 
district, and shall elect one senator; and the counties of Washington 
and Fayette shall be district, and shall elect two senators, which 
senators shall serve until the first enumeration before mentioned 
shall he made, and the representation in both houses of the legislature 
shall be established by law, and chosen as in the constitution is di- 
rected. Any vacancies which shall happen in the senate, within the 
said time, shall he supplied as prescribed in the nineteenth section 
of the first article. 

Sec. 8. That the elections of senators shall be conducted, and the 
returns thereof made to the senate, in the same manner as is pre- 
scribed by the election-laws of the State for conducting and making 
retnrn of the election of representatives. In those districts which 
consist of more than one county, the judges of the district elections 
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within each county, after having formed a return of the whole election 
within that county, in such manner as is directed hy law, shall send 
the same, hy one or more of their number, to the place hereinafter 
mentioned within the district, of which such county is a part, where 
the judges so met shall compare and cast up the several county re- 
turns, and execute, under their hands and seals, one general and true 
return for the whole district; that is to say, the judges of the dis- 
trict composed of the city of Philadelphia, and the counties of Phila- 
delphia and Delaware, shall meet in the State-house in the city of 
Philadelphia; the judges of the district composed of the counties of 
Lancaster and York shall meet at the court-house in the county of 
Lancaster ; and the judges of the district composed of the counties of 
Berks and Dauphin shall meet at Middletown, in the county of Berks; 
the judges of the district composed of the counties of Cumberland 
and Mifain shall meet in Greenwood township, county of Cumberland, 
at the house now occ\ipied by David Miller; the judges of the district 
composed of the counties of Northumberland, Luzerne, and Hunting- 
don shall meet in the town of Sunhury ; the judges of the district com- 
posed of the counties of Bedford and Franklin shall meet at the house 
now occupied by John Dickey, in Air township, Bedford County; the 
judges of the district composed of the counties of Westmoreland and 
Allegheny shall meet in Westmoreland County, at the court house in 
the town of Grcenshorough ; and the judges of the district composed 
of the counties of Washington and Fayette shall meet at the court- 
house in the town of Washington, in Washingion County, on the third 
Tuesday in October, respectively, for the T)ur|)oseH aforesaid. 

Sec. 9. That the election of the governor shall be conducted in th( 
several counties in the manner prescribed by the laws of the State foi 
the election of representatives; and the- returns in each county shal 
be sealed by the judges of the elections, and transmitted to the presi 
dent of the supreme execiilive council, directed to the speaker of th 
senate, as soon after the election as may be. 

Done in convention, the second day of H<>ptember, in the year c 
our Lord one thousand seven hundred and ninety, and of the Tnd< 
pendence of the United States of Ameri<‘a the fifteenth. Tn testimon 
whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names, 

THOMAS MIFFLIN, President. 

JOSEPH REDMAN, Secretary. 

J. SHALLUS, Assistant Secretary. 
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Art. Sec. 

ACCUSED, Rights of, IX 9,10 

ADDRESS, Right of, IX 20 

ADJOURNMENT, Governor inny ndjourii general assembly, .. II 12 

Of House and Senate, I 16 

Question of, not submitted to Governor, I 23 

ADMINISTRATION OP JUSTICE, to be free, IX 11 

ALTERATION, of government, a right of people, IX 2 

APPOINTMENTS, to office longer than during good behavior, 

forbidden, IX 24 

APPORTIONMENT, of representatives, I 4 

Of Senators, I 6,7 

APPROPRIATIONS, of money from treasury, I 21 

APPROPRIATION, of private property, IX 10 

ARMS, Right to bear, IX 21 

ARMY, S(‘0 also MILITARY POAVER; MILITIA ; SOLDIERS. 

Governor, coiurnander-in-chu'f of, II 7 

Standing, in time of peac*e IX 22 

ARREST, See El.ECTIONS; IdOGISTATURE. 

ARTS, to be pi’oinoted, VIT 2 

ASSEMBIjAG ES , Peneeabh', of eitiz(‘ns allowed IX 20 

ASSEMBLY, general. See GENERAL ASSEMBLY; l.EGIS- 
J;ATURE. 

ATTAINDER, ElTect of, limited, IX 10 

Of treason or felony IX 18 

ATTORNEY, ae<*iised bas right to be heard by, IX 9 

ATTORNEYS-ATUAW, App(»mtment of, VI o 

BAIIi, Exeeih; in capital eases, to be taken, IX 14 

Not to be exeessive, IX 13 

BAId/yrS. See also ELEGTIONS. 

To be UH(‘d at eleetions, Ill 2 

BILLS, Xh’oeednre, when vetoed, I 22 

PresenLition to Governor, I 22 

Retained by Governor to become laws, I 22 

Revenue, where to originate, I 20 

Revenue, Senate may propose amendments to, I 20 

BOARDS, election, See ELECTIONS. 

BREACH OF PEACE, Electors not privileged from arrest for, HI 3 

Members of legislature guilty of, not privileged from arrest, I 17 

CAPITAL OFFENCES, Not bailable, IX 14 

CASUALTY, Death from, not to cause forfeiture, IX 19 

CENSUS, when to be made, I 4 

CERTIORARI, by whom issued, V 7 

CIVIL, Power, military subordinate to, IX 22 
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CHANCERY, See COURTS. Art. 

CIVIL PROCEDURE, Style of, :.. V 

CLERK OE COURT, Office in county-town, VI 

CLERK OP THE PEACE, Office in county-town, VI 

COLLECTORS OP TAXES, See TAXATION. 

COMMISSION, of oyer and terminer or jail delivery prohibited, IX 

COMMISSIONS, to be in name of Commonwealth, VI 

To be signed by Governor, VI 

Seal of State to be on, VI 

COMMONWEALTH, Suits against, IX 

COMMON PLEAS COURT, See COURTS 

COMMON SCHOOIjS, Legislature to establish, VII 

COMPENSATION, For property taken, injured or destroyed, IX 

COMPULSORY, process, accused to have, IX 

CONGRESS, Member of, certain offices ineligible to, I 

II 

CONSCIENCE, Right of worship according to, IX 

CONSTABLES, Appointment of, VI 

CONTRACTS, Law impairing, forbidden, IX 

CORONERS, Election and appointment of, VI 

Term of, VI 

Vacancies in office of, VI 

CORPORATIONS, Rights, etc., preserved, VII 

CORRUPTION, of blood from attainder, IX 

COUNSEL, Accused may have, IX 

COUNTIES, Sec also CORONER; REGISTER OP WILLvS; 
RECORDER OP DEEDS; SHERIPP; PROTHONO- 
TARY; CLERK OP COURT; TREASURER. 

Each to have at least one representative, I 

Officers, to have office in county-town, VI 

New, representation, apportionment of, I 

Number of, in judicial circuit, V 

Officers of, residents only to be appointed, II 

COURTS, See also JUSTICE OP THE PEACE; JUDGES. 

Care of estates of persons non compos mentis, V 

Certiorari to inferior courts, Y 

Circuits, created, V 

Common Pleas, established, V 

How composed, V 

How established, V 

Judges, compensation, V 

Judges, term of, V 

Judges, to be Justices of the Peace, V 

Judges to issue certiorari, V 

Jurisdiction in chancery, V 

Quorum, V 

Evidence, obtaining of, V 

Equity, jurisdiction, legislature may vest in, V 

Indictments and transcripts removable to Supreme Court, .. V 
Jail delivery, commission of, prohibited, IX 
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Art. Sec. 

Judges of common pleas to be justices of the peace, V 9 

Fees, not to receive any, y 2 

Office of profit, not to bold, y 2 

Removable by Governor, y 2 

Oyer and terminer, judges of, y 3^5 

General jail delivery, established, y 1 

.Quorum of, y 5 

When not to sit, y 5 

Orphans’, established, y • 1 

Hov 7 composed, y 7 

Perpetuating testimony, chancery powers, y 6 

President judge of circuit, y 4 

Process, indictments and informations, style of, y 12 

Quarter sessions, established, y 1 

How composed, y 7 

Register’s, established, y 1 

How composed, y 7 

Shall be open, IX 11 

Supreme, established, y 1 

Judges, compensation, y 2 

Judges, ex officio other officers, y 3 

Judges, term of, y 2 

Jurisdiction, y 3 

Jurisdiction in chancer.v, Y 6 

Twice in jeopardy, IX 10 

CRIMINAT. PROCEDURE, Conclusion of indictments and in- 
formations, y 12 

CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS, Rights of accused in, IX 9,10 

DEBATE, Members of legislature not to be (luestioned for, . . I 17 

DEBTORS, Imprisonment of, IX 16 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, IX 

DEEDS, Office for I'ecording of, ’ Y 11 

DEFENDANT, in criminal proceedings, rights of, IX 9,10 

DEFENSE, Right of eitiizens to bear arms for, IX 21 

DEODANDS, prohibited, IX 19 

DEPARTMENTS, Executive, to give information to Governor, II 10 

DISQUALIFICATION, See also INCOMPATIBLE OFFICES. 

For holding office, IX 4 

DISTINCTION, Hereditary, prohibited, IX 24 

DISTRICTS, See COURTS; LEGISLATURE. 

EDUCATION, schools to be established, YII 1 

ELECTION OFFICERS, appointment of, YI 5 

ELECTIONS, by person in a representative capacity, Ill 2 

Contests for Governor, 11 2,14 

For legislature, how determined, I 12 

Intereference with, prohibited, IX 5 

Of Governor, II 2 

Of representatives, I 2 

Of Senators, I 5 
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Officers, appointment of, 

Privilege of electors from arrest, 

Qualifications of electors, 

Right of suffrage, 

To be by ballot, 

ELECTORS, Privileges from arrest, 

Qualifications of, 

EMIGRATION, from State allowed, 

EMINENT DOMAIN, General provisions, 

ENJOYMENT, of life and liberty, right of, 

ENUMERATION, of inhabitants, 

EQUITY, See COURTS. 

ESTABLISHMENTS, Religious, no prefereiuM^ given to, 

ESTATES, of persons non compos mentis, care of, 

EVIDENCE, See also COURTS. 

Against self, accused not to give, 

EXECUTIVE, See GOVERNOR. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS, to giv- informati.m to (lov^ 

ernor, 

EXECUTIVE POWER, Vested in Governor 

EX POST PA CTO LAW 

EXPROPRIATION, of private pn.perty 

EXPUIjSION, of member of l(‘giHlatiire, 

FEES, Judges not to receive, 

FELONY, Attainder (»f 

Electors not privileg(»r from arr(‘st for. 

Members of legmlnture guilty of. rmt privilcjpMl frum arr«*?d. 

FINES, not to be exeesHive, 

FINES AND FOUEEITUKES. <i<iveimnr may remit, 

FOREEITURES, for suieide, prnhibite<l, 

Of estate from uUaiuder , . 

FREEDOM, of electaniH, 

Men are born in , 

Of press, 

FREE GO VERNM EN1\ I h.vv recogni'/.ed , 

GENERAl. ASSEMIU/Y, See also LEGtSr.V'l'UUE . 

Governor may convette .nnd atljouru, 

To give information to, 

How constituted, 

Oath of memlxu'H, 

When to meet, 

GOVERNMENT, Any branch <»f, may he i‘yiiminetl, 

Free, founded on authority of people, 

How recognized , 

People have right to alter, reform <»r ahtdisli 

GOVERNOR, appointments of HheridK ami <‘orom*rH, 

Commander-in-chief of army and navy, 

Commissions, to he signed by, 

Compensation of, 
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Art. Sec. 

Contested elections of, H 2,14 

Disqualifications, H 3,5 

Election of IT 2 

Judges may be removed by, V 2 

Judges of Common Pleas, appointed by, V 4 . 

Liable to impeacbment, IV 3 

May adjourn and convene general assembly, II 12 

May dispense with county officers, VI 2 

May grant reprieves and pardons, II 9 

May remit fines and forfeitures, II 9 

May require information from departments, I 10 

President judges of circuits, to be appointed by, V 4 

Qualifications of, II 4 

Signing and vetoing bills, I 22 

Secretary of Commonwealth, appointment of, II 15 

Supreme executive power vested in, II 1 

Term of, II 3 

To appoint certain officers, II 8 

To appoint justices of the peace, V 10 

To give information to general assembly 11 10 

To sign all orders, resolutions and votes, I 23 

To see laws are executed, II 13 

Vacancy, who to succeed, IT 14 

GRIEVANCES, Right to petition for redress of, IX 20 

HABEAS CORPUS, when suspended, IX 14 

HAPPINESS, Right of pursuing, IX 1,2 

HEREDITARY DISTINCTION, prohibited, IX 24 

HIGHWAYS, appointment of officers, VI 6 

HOUSE OF EEPllESENTATIVES, See LEGISLATURE. 

IMPEACHMENT, lOfTect of judgment of IV 3 

IMPEACHMENTS, House of repia^sentatives has sole power of, IV 1 

Number of senators necessary to (‘onviet, IV 2 

Pardons not to be granted, II 9 

Persons liable to, IV 3 

Tried by senate, IV 2 

IMPRISONMENT, for debt, IX 16 

INCOMPATIBLE OFFICES, I 18 

11 5,8 

V 2 

INCORPORATION, See CORPORATIONS. 

INDEFEASTBT.E RIGHTS, men have, IX 1,3 

INDEPENDENT, men are born, IX 1 

INDICTMENTS, condiiskm of, V 12 

Prosecutions by, IX 9,10 

Removable into Supreme Court, V • 5 

INFORMATIONS, conclusion of, V 12 

In criminal causes, limited, IX 10 

Prosecutions by, IX 9 

INHERENT RIGHTS, of mankind, IX . 1 
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Art. Sec. 

INJURY, to lands, goods, person or reputation, legal remedy for, IX 11 

INSOLVENT DEBTORS, Imprisonment of, ; IX 16 

INVASION, of the State, IX 14 

INVESTIGATIONS, Public may be published, IX 7 

JAIL DELIVERY, Commission of, prohibited, IX 15 

JEOPARDY, twice in, IX 10 

JOURNALS, each house to keep, I 14 

JUDGMENT, of peers, IX 9 

JUDGES, See also COURTS. 

Office of, certain persons ineligible to, II 8 

JUDICIAL POWER, vested in courts, V 1 

JURY TRIAL, guaranteed in certain criminal causes, IX 9 

Right to, IX 6,9 

JUSTICE, to be administered without sale, denial or delay, IX 11 

JUSTICES OP THE PEACE, appointment of, V 10 

Certiorari to V 8 

Commissions of, V 10 

Judges of common pleas to be, V 9 

Removal of, V 10 

LAW, ex post facto, forbidden, IX 17 

Of the land, in criminal causes, IX 9 

LAWS, GOVERNOR to see executed, II 13 

Suspension of, limited, IX 12 

LAWYER, accused may have, IX 9 

LEGISLATIVE POWER, how vested, I 1 

LEGISLATURE, See also GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

Adjournment, I 16 

Apportionment of members of house of representatives, I 4 

Of Senators, * I 6,7 

Attendance of absent members, I 12 

Bills passed, to be presented to Governor, I 22 

Vetoed, procedure on, I 22 

Compensation of members, I 17 

Contested elections, how determined, I 12 

Courts, may be vested with equity power by, V 6 

To be established by, V 1 

Each house to judge of qualifications of members, I 12 

Election contests for Governor to be tried by, II 2 

Ex post facto law, IX 17 

Expulsion of members, I 1.3 

Governor may convene and adjourn in certain cases, II 12 

To be chosen by, when tie vote, 11 2 

To give information to, II 10 

House of Representatives, adjournment, I 16 

Necessary powers conferred, I IS 

One branch of general assembly, I 1 

Officers to be chosen, I 11 

Sole power of impeaching, IV 1 

Speaker to be chosen, I 10 
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LEGISLATURE— Continued . Art . Sec . 

To judge of qualifications of members, I 12 

Vacancies how filled, I 19 

Journals of each house, I M 

Judges, removal of, by Governor, V 2 

Justices of tlie peace, may be removed by, V 10 

May declare offices incompatible, II 8 

Militia, officers, to provide manner of choosing, VI 2 

Oath of members, VIII 

Officers, State and local, to designate manner of appointment, VI 5 

Privileges of members, — 1 17 

Proceeding of, may be criticised, IX 7 

Public officers ineligible to, I 18 

Qualification of members, I 3 

I 8 

Quorum of each house, I 12 

Representatives, apportionment in new counties, I 4 

At least one in each county, I 4 

Compensation of, I 17 

Election of, I 2 

Not to hold appointive office, I 18 

Number to be fixed, I 4 

Privileges of, I 17 

Qualifications of, I 3 

Residents of district from which elected, I 3 

Terms of, I 2 

Rules, I 13 

Schools to bo established by, VII 1 

Secret business, I 14 

Senate, adjournment, I 10 

Impeachments tried by, IV 2 

Necessary powers conferred, I 13 

Officers to be chosen, I 11 

One branch of general assembly, I 1 

Speaker to be chosen, I 11 

Speaker pro tern to be chosen, I II 

To judge of (pmllfiention of members, I 12 

Vacancies , how filled , — I IP 

Senators, apportionment of, I 

Compensation of, I 17 

Division of by lot, I 9 

Election of, I 5 

Not to hold appointive office, I Ig 

Number of, I 6 

Oath of in trying impeachments, IV 2 

Privileges, I 17 

Qualifications of, I g 

Term of, I 5 

Senatorial districts, 1 7 

Sessions to be open, I 14 

Speech or debate, member not to be questioned for, I 17 

State Treasurer, appointed by, VI 5 

To fix number of senators, I $ 
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Art. Sec. 


To fix number of representa tires, ' I 4 

When to meet, I 10 

Yeas and nays, I 14 

LIBEL, IX 7 

LIBERTY, civil and religious, IX 1,9 

Depriving accused of, IX 9 

How recognized, IX Par. 1 

Right of enjoying and defending, IX 1 

LIFE, depriving accused of, IX 9 

Not to be twice in jeopardy for same offense, IX 10 

Right of enjoying and defending IX 1 


MILITIA, See also ARMY; MILITARY POWER; 
SOLDIERS ; STANDING ARMY. 


Governor, commander -in-chief of, II 7 

Officers of, VI 2 

Organization of, VI 2 

MILITARY POWER, See also ARMY; MILITIA, SOLDIERS ; 

STANDING ARMY. 

Subordinate to civil power, IX 22 

MINISTRY, no man compelled to maintain, IX 3 

MISDEMEANOR IN OFFICE, ground for impeachment, IV 3 

MODES, of worship, no preference given to, IX 3 

MONEY, appropriation of, from treasury, I 21 

■ NAVY, Governor, commander-in-chief of, IT 7 

NEW COUNTIES, representation of, I 4 

NOBILITY, titles of, prohibited, IX 24 

NON COMPOS MENTIS, care of estates of persons, V 6 

OATH, of members of general assembly and officers, VIII 

OBLIGATION OF CONTRACTS, laws impairing, forbidden, .. IX 17 

OFFICERS, See also LEGISLATURE; MILITIA, 

Appointments to, beyond term of good behavior, forbidden, .. IX 24 

Certain, appointment by Governor, It 8 

Congressman, not to be Governor, II 5 

County, to have office in county-town , VI 2 

Executive, oath of, VIII 

Judicial, oath of, VIII 

Of State liable to impeachment, IV 3 

Not to be Governor, H 5 

Of U. S. not to he Governor, 11 5 

Government, ineligible to certain offices, II 8 

Under U. S. ineligible to legislature, I 18 

State, how appointed, VI o 

OFFICES, See also INCOMPATIBLE OFFICES. 

Of profit, judges not to hold, y 2 

Religious sentiments not to disqualify for holding, IX 4 

ORDERS, Requiring concurrence of houses, to be signed by Gov- 
ernor, I 20 


212 



INDEX. 



Art. 

Sec. 

ORPHANS’ COURT, See COURTS. 

OVERSEERS of poor, appointment of 

VI 

5 

OYER AND TlilRMINER, commission of, prohibited, 

OXER AND TERMINER AND GENERAU .TAIU DEUIVERT. 

IX 

15 


See COURTS. 


PARDONS, Governor may grant, II 

PEACE, Quartering soldiers, in times of, IX 

PEERS, Judgment of, IX 

PEOPLE, Free government founded on autiiority of, IX 

Have right to alter, reform or abolish government, IX 

Power inherent in, IX 

PERQUISITES, Judges not to receive, V 

PETITION, Right of, IX 

PLACE, of trust or profit, religious sentiments not to disqualify 

for holding, IX 

Of worship, no man compcdled to support or attend, IX 

POOR, appointment of oflicers, VI 

To be educated gratis, VII 

PRESS, printing, to ho free, IX 

PRINT, Citizens may, on any subject, IX 

PRINTING PRESS, to be free, IX 

PRISONERS, to be bailable, IX 

PROCEDURE, style of process, conclusion of indictimmts and 

informations, V 

PROCESS, style of, V 

PROPERTY, See also EMINENT DOMAIN. 

Depriving accused of, 

Right of aG(i Hiring, etc., IN 

PROSECUTIONS, Public trial gimranteed in, IX 

PROTHONOTARY, oliice of, c(‘rtain persons, ineligible to, II 

Office in county — town, "V'l 

PUIUJC INVESTKJATfONS, may be imhlished, IX 

PUNISHMENTS, not to be cruel, IX 
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QUORUM, of <vich house, what; (Hinstitutes I 

QUARTER SESSIONS COURT, See COURTS. 

REBELLION, IlalaMiH corpus, may be suspended in case of, .... IX 
RECORDER OP DEEDS, office of, certain persona ineligible to, IT 

Office to be in county, ^ 

In county town 

REGTSTERbS COURTS. S<m‘ ('COURTS. 

REGISTER OF WIIVI.S, xnmnbm* of Rcgiatiw’s Court, V 

Office of, certain persona ineligible to, II 

To be in county, ^ 

In coiintydown , 


REIJGIOUS ESTABLISHMENTS, preference not to bo given 

to any, 

Not to disqualify for bolding office, 

RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES, Rights, etc., preserved, 
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Art. Sec. 

REMEDY, for all injuries, IX 11 

REMONSTRANCE, Right of, IX 20 

REPUTATION, Right of protecting, IX 1 

REPRESENTATIVES, See LEGISLATURE. 

REPRIEVES, Governor may grant, II 9 

RESOLUTIONS, to be signed by Governor, I 23 

REVENUE BILLS, Senate, may propose amendments, I 20 

Where to originate, I 20 

RIGHT, of assemblage and petition, IX 20 

Of free speech, IX 7 

Of jury trial, IX 6 

Of self-defence, IX 21 

Of suffrage. See ELECTIONS 

To alter, reform or abolish government, IX 2 

To bear arms, IX 21 

To criticise legislature or government not to be restrained , . . IX 7 

To free communications of thoughts and opinions, IX 7 

To worship God, IX 3 

RIGHTS, Declaration of, IX 

Of conscience not to he controlled or interfered with, IX 3 

Reserved and inviolate, IX 26 

ROADS, appointment of officers, VI 5 

RULES, of each house, adoption, I 13 

SAFETY, of people, government instituted for, IX 2 

SALARIES, Governor, II g 

Of members of legislature, I 17 

SCHOOLS, Legislature to establish, VII 1 

SCIENCE, to be promoted, VII 2 

SEARCHES, People to be secure from, IX 8 

SEARCH WARRANTS, Limited, IX 8 

SEIZURES, People to be secure from, IX 8 

SECRETARY, office of, certain persons ineligible to, II 8 

SECRETARY OF THE COMMONWEALTH, appointment of, 

duties, 11 15 

SELF-DEFENCE, Right of, IX 21 

SEMINARIES, to promote arts and sciences, VII 2 

SENATE, See LEGISLATURE. 

SENATORIAL DISTRICTS, Legislature to form, I 7 

SENATORS, See LEGISLATURE. 

SESSIONS, of legislature to be open, I 14 

SHERIFFS, appoint of in case of vacancy, VI 1 

Election of, VI 1 

Office of, certain persons ineligible to, II 8 

In county-town, VI 2 

Term of, VI 1 

Vacancies in office of, VI 1 

SLANDER, IX 7 

SOCIETIES, religious, rights, etc., preserved, VII 3 

SOLDIERS, See also ARMY; ELECTIONS; MILITARY 
POWER; MILITIA; STANDING ARMY. 

Quartering of, IX 23 
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Art. Sec. 

SPEAKER OF HOUSE, How chosen, I n 

Writs of election to be issued by, to fll vacancies, I 19 

SPEAKER OP SENATE, How chosen, I H 

To be Governor in case of vacancy, II 14 

To open election returns for Governor, II 2 

Writs of election to be issued by, to fill vacancies, I 19 

SPEAKER PRO TEM, of Senate, how chosen, I H 

Of Senate, when to act, I H 

SPEECH, or debate, members of legislature not to be questioned 

for, I 17 

Ri^ht of, free, IX 7 

STANDING ARMY, Regulation of, IX 22 

STATE OFFICERS, How appointed, VI 5 

STATE TREASURER, appointment of, VI . 5 

Term of, VI 5 

SUICIDE, Estate of those committing, IX 19 

SUITS, against the Commonwealth, IX 11 

SUSPENSION OF LAWS, IX 12 

SUNDAYS, excepted computing time of Governor to act upon 

bills, I 22 

SUPREME COURT, See COURTS. 

SUPREME EXECUTIVE POWER, Vested in Governor, II 1 

SURETY OF THE PEACE, Electors not privileged from ar- 
rest for, Ill 3 

Members of legislature guilty of, not privileged from arrest,.. . I 17 

TAXATION, appointment of collectors and officers, VI 5 

Payment of taxes, by elector, Ill 1 

TAX COLLECTORS, See TAXATION 
TAXES, See TAXATION. 

TESTIMONY, perpetuating of, V 6 

TITLE, of nobility, prohibited, IX 24 

TOWNSHIPS, appointment of officers, VI 5 

TRANSCRIPTS, Removable to Supreme Ooxirt, V '5 

TREASON, Attainder of, IX 18 

Electors not privileged from arrest for, Ill 3 

Members of legislnturc, guilty of, not privileged from arrest, I 17 

TREASURER, State, See STATE TIIEASURXOR. 

Office of, certain perHons ineligible to, II 8 

TREASURY, appropriation of money from, I 21 

TRIAL, by jury, IX 6 

TROOPS, See also ARMY; MILITARY POWER; SOLDIERS ; 

STANDING ARMY. 

Quartering of, IX 23 

TWICE, in jeopardy, IX 10 

VACANCIES, Governor, who succeeds, II H 

In either house of legislature, how filled, I 19 

VICINAGE, Jury of IX 9 

VIVA VOCE, Persons in representative capacity to vote, Ill 2 

VOTE, Requiring concurrence of houses to be signed by Governor, I 23 

VOTERS, qualifications of, HI I 

VOTING, to be by baUot, HI 2 
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WAR, Quartering of soldiers, in times of, 

WARRANTS, search, limited, 

WILLS, office for probate of, 

WITNESSES, Compulsory process for, in criminal eases, 

WORSHIP, of God, free, 

Modes of, no preference to be given to, 

No man compelled to attend or support place of, 


Art. 

Sec. 

IX 

23 

IX 

8 

V 

11 

IX 

9 

IX 

3 

IX 

3 

IX 

3 


YEAS AND NAYS, entered on journal, • I 14 

When passing bill over veto, I 22 
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CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA— 1776. 


On May 15, 177(), tile Continental Congress adopted a resolution 
recommending to the several colonies the adoption of such a govern- 
ment as would best conduce to the happiness and safety of their con- 
stituents and America in General. In consequence a number of Gen- 
tlemen met in l^hiladelphia, June 18, 1776, and issued an address to 
the People of l^ennsylvania, proposing the election of deputies, and 
the holding of a convention for the imi'pose of framing a government. 
The convention met on July 15, 1776, in the State House at Philadel- 
phia, and Benjamin Franklin was unanimously chosen president, 
George Boss vice-president and John Morris secretary. The conven- 
tion completed its labors on September 28, 1776. This constitution 
was never submitted to the people for ratification. 
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CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA, 1776. 


^ WHEREAS all government ought to be instituted and supported 
I for the security and protection of the community as such, and to 
enable the individuals who compose it to enjoy their natural rights, 
and the other blessings which the Author of existence has bestowed 
upon man; and whenever these great ends of government are not 
j obtained, the people have a right, by common consent to change it, 

i and take such measures as to them may appear necessary to promote 

i their safety and happiness. AND WHEREAS the inhabitants of this 
I commonwealth have in consideration of protection only, heretofore 
t acknowledged allegiance to the king of Great Britain; and the said 
I king has not only withdrawn that protection, but commenced, and 
f still continues to carry on, with unabated vengence, a most cruel and 
unjust war against them, employing therein, not only the troops of 
Great Britain, but foreign mercenaries, savages and slaves, for the 
avowed purpose of reducing them to a total and abject submission to 
the despotic domination of the British parliament, with many other 
acts of tyranny, (more fully set foi*th in the declaration of Congress) 
whereby all allegiance and fealty to the said king and his successors, 
are dissolved and at an end, and all power and authority derived from 
him ceased in these colonies. AND WHEREAS it is absolutely 
necessary for the welfare and safety of the inhabitants of said colo- 
nies, that they be henceforth free and independent States, and that 
just, permanent, and proper forma of government exist in every part 
of them, derived from and founded on the authority of the people only, 
agreeable to the directions of the honourable American Congress. 

We, the representatives of the freemen of Pennsylvania, in gen- 
eral convention met, for the express purpose of framing such a govern- 
ment, confessing the goodness of the great Governor of the universe 
(who alone knows to what degree of earthly happiness mankind may 
attain, by perfecting the arts of government) in permitting the people 
of this State, by common consent, and without violence, deliberately 
to form for themselves such just rules as they shall think best, for 
governing ttieir future society; and being fully convinced, that it is 
our indispensable duty to establish such original principles of govern- 
ment, as will best promote the general happiness of the people of this 
State, and their posterity, and provide for future improvements, 
without partiality for, or prejudice against any particular class, sect, 
or denomination of men whatever, do, by virtue of the authority vested 
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. bv oTir constituents, ordain, decTarc, and establish, the fob 

“ Declaration of Biglds and h-'raine of (Jovernment, to be the 

of this commonweal tb, and to lannaln in force therein for 
unaltered except in such ariiclea as shall hereafter on experi- 
e be found to require improvement, and which shall by the same 
Srtoritr of the people, fairly delegated as this frame of government 
directs be amended or improved for tlu^ more e^shual obtaining and 
icuring the great end and design of all government, herein before 

mentioned. 


A DECLARATION OF THE KIGHTH (W THE INHABITANTS OF 

the commonwealth, OB HTATIO Oh' PIONNSYLVANIA. 

First That all men are born e<inally free and independent, and 
have certain natural, inlicrent and iiialicmabh' i-ights, amongst which 
are, tbe enjoying and defending lif(^ and liberty, ar<iniring, possessing 
and protecting property, and punsuing and obtiuning happiness and 
safety. 

Correspond i 11 g provisions of siibs(‘qin‘nt < 'ouNtitutionn: 

Constitution of ITIKH, Art. fX, Hw. 1. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Hoc. 1. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Hcb*. 1. 

Second, That all men hav<‘ u tminral and unalienable rifjjhi (o wor- 
ship Almighty God aeeording to the dietatoH of their own conHeiences 
and understanding: And that no man ought or of right ean he 
compelled to attend any rt^ligiouH wcM’Hhifu or ermd or nuppori any 
place of worship, or maiutaiu any miulHlry, e<uiirary to, or agaimsl, 
his own free will and eouHeut : Nor enn any miiu, wlio acknowledges 
the being of a God, be jmstly deprive<l <ir abridged of any eivM rigid 
as a citizen, on account of his ridigioas HOidiments or peculiar imnle 
of religions worship: Au<l that no nutheuify can or ought to be 
vested in, or assumed by any powiu* wltatiner, that hIihU in any cane 
interfere with, or in any manner c<udroh the rigid of conscience in 
the free exercise of religious worship. 

Corresponding provisions of HiibHequoiU CunHtitiUlurm; 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, U, 4. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sees, 3, 4. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Hve». 3, 4. 
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Third. That the people of this State have the sole, exclusive and 
inherent. right of governing and regulating the internal police of 
the same. 

Fourth. That all power being originally inherent in, and conse- 
quently derived from, the people j therefore all officers of goyern- 
uient, whctluo" legislative or executive, are their trustees and ser- 
vants, and at all times accountable to them. 

Fifth. That government is, or ought to be, instituted for the com- 
mon benefit, protection and security of the people, nation or com- 
munity; and not for the particular emolument or advantage of any 
single man, family, or set of men, who are a part only of that com- 
munity: And that the community hath an indubitable, unalienable 
and indefeasible right to reform, alter, or abolish government in such 
manner as shall be. by that community judged most conducive to the 
public weal. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 2 
Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 2. 

Sixth. That tliose who are employed in the legislative and execu- 
tive bmsiness oi the State, may be restrained from oppression, the 
people have a riglit, at such i>eriods as they may think proper, to re- 
duce their public officers to a private station, and supply the vacan- 
cies by certain and regular elections. 

Seventh. That all elections ought to be free; and that all free men 
having a sufficient evident common interest with, and attachment 
to the community, have a right to elect officers, or to be elected into 
office. 

Corr<‘si)on(iing proviniouK of Hiibs(‘qiu‘ut Constitutions: 

(Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sod. '5. 

('oustitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 5. 

Constitution of .1873, Art. I, Sec. 5. 

ICighth, Thai c‘V(u*y numilKU* of so(*i(*ty hath a right to be protected 
in the enjoyment of life, liberty and property, and therefore is bound 
to contribute his proportion towards the expence of that protection, 
and yield his personal service when necessary, or an equivalent 
thereto: But no part of a man’s property can be justly taken from 
him, or applied to public uses, without his own consent, or that of his 
legal representatives: Nor can any man who is conscientiously scru- 
pulous of bearing arms, be justly compelled thereto, if he will pay 
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such equivalent, nor are the people bound by any laws, but such as 
they have in like manner assented to, for their common good. 

Corresponding provisions o£ subsoquont Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, See. 10. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 10. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 10. 

Ninth. That in all prosecutions for criminal offences, a man hath 
a right to be heard by himself and his council, to demand the cause 
and nature of his accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses, to 
call for evidence in his favor, and a speedy public trial, by an im- 
partial jury of the country, without the unanimous consent of which 
jury he cannot be found guilty; nor can he be compelled to give evi- 
dence against himself; nor can any man be justly deprived of his 
liberty except by the laws of the land, or the judgment of his peers. 

Corresponding provisions of snhso(iu('nt Oonstitutiona: 

Constitiition of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 9 
Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 0. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 9. 

Tenth. That the people have a right to bold themselves, their 
houses, papers, and possessions free from search and seizure, and 
therefore warrants without oaths or affirmations first made, affording 
a sufficient foundation for them, and whereby any officer or messenger 
may be commanded or required to search stispected places, or to seize 
any person or persons, his or their property, not particularly de- 
scribed, are contrary to that right, and ought not to be granted. 

CoiTPsponding provisions of sulisoinK-nt CoiistitAitloim: 

Cfonstitufion of 1790, Art,. TX, Hoc. 8. 

Constitution of 18.38, Art. IX. Hoc. 8. 

Constitution of 1873. Art. T. Hoc. 8 

Eleventh. That in controversieH rt'specllng property, and in suit 
between man and man, the parties have a riglit to trial by jury, whicl 
ought to he held sacred. 

OorroHpmuliiip: proviHlorm of mibrnujutmt (VmMtihitlnriM; 

OoiiRtltutiott of 1700, Art. IX, Hmi. 6. 

Cormtitutlon of IHOH, Art. IX, Hoe. 0 
Constitution of 1873, Art. T, 6. 

Twelfth. That the people have a right to freedom of speech, au' 
of writing, and publishing their sentiments; therefore the freedom o 
the press ought not to he restrained. 

Corresponding provisions of Rub.setiuent ConBtitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. TX, Soc. 7. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. TX, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 7. 
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Thirteen til . That the people have a right to bear arms for the de- 
fence of themselves and the state; and as standing armies in the tima 
of peace are dangerous to liberty, they ought not to be kept up; And 
that the military should be kept under strict subordination to, and 
governed by, the civil power. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Secs. 21, 22. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Secs. 21, 22. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Secs. 21, 22. 

Fourteenth. That a frequent recurrence to fundamental princi- 
ples, and a firm adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, indus- 
try, and frugality are absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of 
liberty, and keep a government free: The people ought therefore to 
pay particular attention to these points in the choice of ofihcers and 
representatives, and have a right to exact a due and constant regard 
to them, from their legislatures and magistrates, in the making and 
executing such laws as are necessary for the good government of the 
state. 

Fifteenth. That all men have a natural inherent right to emigrate 
from one state to another that will receive them, or to form a new 
state in vacant countries, or in such countries as they can purchase, 
whenever they think that thereby they may promote their own happi- 
ness. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 25. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 25. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 25. 

Sixteenth. That the people have a right to assemble together, to 
consult for their common good, to instruct their representatives, and 
to apply to the legislature for redress of grievances, by address, peti- 
tion, or remonstrance. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, See. 20. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 20. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 20. 
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PLAN OR FRAME OP GOVERNMENT FOR THE COMMON- 
WEALTH OR STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

Section the First. The commonwealth or state of Pennsylvania 
shall he g^overned hereaftei* by an assembly of (he representatives of 
the freemen of the same, and a president and council, in manner and 
form following — 

Section the Second. The supreme legislative power shall be vested 
in a house of representatives of the freemen of the commonwealth or 
state of Pennsylvania. 

Corresponding? provisions of subsoqiiont Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 1. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 1. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. TI, Sec. 1. 

Section tlie Third. The supreme executive power shall be vested 
in a president and council. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1700, Art. IT, See. I. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IT, See. I. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. TV, Sec. 2. 

Se<?tion the Fourth. Courts of justice sluill be established in the 
city of Philadelphia, aud in every county of Ibis state. 

Section the Fifth. The freemen of Ihis eommonwealih and their 
sons shall be trained and armed for its defcmce under such rei^ula- 
tions, restrictions, and exceptions as tlie pjeneral assembly shall by 
law direct, preserving always to the people ilie riglit of choosing their 
colonels and all commissioned officers under that rank, in such man- 
ner and as often as by the said laws shall be direc’lcd. 

Oorrosponding proviHions of HubH<*<ittcut C^jnstitutioriH; 

Conatit:\iti(m of 1790, Art. VI, See 2 

CouHtitution of li^'18, Art. VT, Sec. 2 

OonstitutHm of 1873, Art, XT, See. 1 

Section the Sixth. Every freemen of th<‘ full age of twenty-one 
years, having resided in this s(at<> for tb<‘ spaee of otie whole year 
next before the day of eleetion for n'firesfmta lives, an<l paid public 
taxes dmdng that time, shall enjoy the right of an elector: Pro- 
vided, always, that sons of freeholders of the age of 1 wenty-one years 
shall be intitled to vote although they have not paid taxes. 

Corresponding provisions of aubaequent Conatitution.a: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. ITT, Sec. 1. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. ITT, Sec. I. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VIII, Sec. 1. 
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Section the Seventh. The house of representatives of the freemen 
commonwealth shall consist of persons most noted for wisdom 
and virtue, to be chosen by the freemen of every city and county of 
this commonwealth respectively. And no person shall be elected un- 
less he has resided in tbe city or county for which he shall be chosen 
two years immediately before the said election; nor shall any mem- 
ber, while he continues such, hold any other office, except in the 
mUitia. 


Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 
Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Secs. 3, 18. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Secs. 3, 19. 

Art. VI, Sec. 8. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 5, 6. 


Section the Eighth. No person shall be capable of being elected 
a member to serve in the bouse of representatives of the freemen of 
this commonwealth more than four years in seven. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 3. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 3. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 5. 


Section the Ninth. The members of the house of representatives 
shall be chosen annually by ballot, by the freemen of the common- 
wealth, on the second Tuesday in October forever, (except this present 
year, ) and shall meet on the fourth Monday of the same month, and 
shall be stiled. The general assembly of the representatives of the free- 
men of Pennsylvania, and shall have power to choose their speaker, 
the treasurer of the state, and their other officers; sit on their own 
adjournments; prepare bills and enact them into laws; judge of the 
elections and qualifications of their own members; they may expel a 
member, but not a second time for the same cause; they may ad- 
minister oaths or affirmations on examination of witnesses; redress 
grievances; impeach state criminals; grant charters of incorporation; 
constitute towns, boroughs, cities and counties; and sha l l have all 
other powers necessary for the legislature of a free state or common- 
wealth: But they shall have no power to add to, alter, abolish, or 
infringe any part of this constitution. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Secs. 2, 10, 11, 12, 13. 

Art. VI, Sec. 5 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Secs. 2, 10, 11, 12, 13. 

Art. VI, Sec. 6. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 2, 3, 4, 9, 11. 

Art. IV, Sec. 21. 
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Section the Tenth. A quorum of the house of representatives shall 
consist of two-thirds of the whole number of members elected; and 
having met and chosen their speaker, shall each of them before they 
proceed to business take and subscribe, as well the oath or affirma- 
tion of fidelity and allegiance hereinafter directed, as the following 
oath or affirmation, viz: 

I do swear (or affirm) that as a member of this 

assembly, I will not propose or assent to any bill, vote or resolu- 
tion, which shall appear to me injurious to the people; nor do or 
consent to any act or thing whatever, that shall have a tendency to 
lessen or abridge their rights and privileges, as declared in the consti- 
tution of this state; but will in all things conduct myself as a faithful 
honest representative and guardian of the people, according to the 
best of my judgment and abilities. 

And each member, before he takes his seat, shall make and sub- 
scribe the following declaration, viz: 

i do believe in one God, the creator and governor of the universe, 
the rewarder of the good and the punisher of the wicked. And I do 
acknowledge the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be 
given by Divine inspiration. 

And no further or other religious test shall ever hereafter be re- 
quired of any civil officer , or magistrate in this State. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 12. 

Art. VIII. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 12. 

Art. VIII. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 10. 

^ Art. VII, Sec. 1. 

.’^Section the Eleventh. Delegates to represent this state in con- 
Egress shall be chosen by ballot by the future general assembly at their 
first meeting, and annually forever afterwards, as long as such repre- 
sentation shall be necessary. Any delegate may be superseded at any 
time, by the general assembly appointing another in his stead. No 
man shall sit in congress longer than two years successively, nor be 
capable of reelection for three years afterwards :and no person who 
holds any office in the gift of the congress shall hereafter be elected to 
represent this commonwealth in congress. 

Section the Twelfth. If any city or cities, county or counties shall 
neglect or refuse to elect and send representatives to the general 
assembly, two-thirds of the members from the cities or counties that 
do elect and send representatives, provided they be a majority of 
the cities and counties of the whole state, when met, shall have all 
the powers of the general assembly, as fully and amply as if the 
whole were present. , 

\ 228 

\ 



1776. 


Section the Tliirteentli. The doors of the house in which the repre- 
sentatives of the freemen of this state shall sit in general assembly, 
shall be and remain open for the admission of all persons who behave 
decently, except only when the welfare of this state may require the 
doors to be shut. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 15. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 16. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 13. 

Section the Fourteenth. The votes and proceedings of the gen- 
eral assembly shall be printed weekly during their sitting, with the 
yeas and nays, on any question, vote or resolution, where any two 
members require it, except when the vote is taken by ballot; and 
when the yeas and nays are so taken every member shall have a 
right to insert the reasons of his vote upon the minutes, if he desires 
it. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Sec. 14. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Sec. 15. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Sec. 12. 

Section the Fifteenth. To the end that laws before they are en- 
acted may be more maturely considered, and the inconvenience of 
hasty determinations as much as possible prevented, all bills of pub- 
lic nature shall be printed for the consideration of the people, before 
they are read in general assembly the last time for debate and amend- 
ment; and, except on occasions of sudden necessity, shall not be 
passed into laws until the next session of assembly; and for the more 
perfect satisfaction of the public, the reasons and motives for making 
such laws shall be fully and clearly expressed in the preambles. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1873, Art. Ill, See. 4 

Section the Sixteenth. The stile of the laws of this commonwealth 
shall be, it enacted, and it is hereby enacted by the representa- 
tives of the freemen of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania in general 
assembly met, and by the authority of the same.” And the general as- 
sembly shall affix their seal to every bill, as soon as it is enacted into 
a law, which seal shall be kept by the assembly, and shall be called, 
The seal of the laws of Pennsylyania, and shall not be used for any 
other purpose. 

Section the Seventeenth. The city of Philadelphia and each county 
of this commonwealth respectively, shall on the first Tuesday of No- 
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veiiiber in ihis present year, and on the second Tuesday of October 
.iiumally for the two next succeeding years, viz. the year one thou- 
'-.uul '.seven hundred and seventy^-seven, and the year one thousand 
>evea hundred and seventy-eight, choose six persons to represent them 
in L’eiieral assembly. But as representation in proportion to tlie num- 
!,er of taxable inhabitants is the only principle which can at all times 
secure liberty, and make the voice of a majority of the people the law 
(if the land: therefore the general assembly shall cause complete 
lists of the taxable inhabitants in the city and each county in the com- 
nmnwealtli respectively, to be taken and returned to them, on or be- 
fore the last meeting of the assembly elected in the year one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy-eight, who shall appoint a representative 
!() each, in proportion to the number of taxables in such returns; 
which representation shall continue for the next seven years after- 
wards at the end of which, a new return of the taxable inhabitants 
shall be made, and a representation agreeable thereto appointed by 
rhe said assembly, and so on septennially forever. The wages of the 
lepresentatives in general assembly, and all other state charges shall 
fie paid out of the state treasury. 

CorrespoBding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. I, Secs. 4, 17. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. I, Secs. 4, 18. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. II, Secs. 17, IS. 


Section the Eighteenth. In order that the freemen of this com- 
monwealth may enjoy the benefit of election as ecpially as may be 
until the representation shall commence, as directed in the foregoing 
-section, each county at its own choice may be divided into dislricis 
hold elections therein, and elect their representative.s in the county’ 
and their other elective officers, as shall be hereaft(U' regtihUcsl hy (In- 
general assembly of this state. And no inhabitant of (his slate Hlmll 
have more than one annual vote at the geneiml elecliou for rei.n*- 
sentatives in assembly. 

Secfaon tie Nineteenth. For the present the sui)reme e.xecntive 
conned of this state shall consist of twelve tku-souh <.ho.sen in the 
following manner: The freemen of the city of Philadtdjdua and of 
PUladelphia, Cbcste.', and Baaka, .■ea|,o,!|Iv,.h all! 
c TOse bj baUot one person for the city, and one (or carli romil V afore 
said, to serve for three years and no longer at the time f r’ 

electtag representatives in general assembly. Tlie frwmen '.T I'l"^ 
ronnto o( Lancaster, York, Cumberland, and Berks ^ ! 1 

.^pton, Bedford, Nortbumberland and WestmoiZ;: “sSe“: 
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shall, in like manner, elect one person for each county, to serve as 
counsellors for one year, and no longer. And at the expiration of 
the time for which each counsellor was chosen to serve, the freemen 
of the city of Philadelphia, and of the several counties in this state, 
respectively, shall elect one person to serve as counsellor for three 
years and no longer; and so every third year forever, ^y this 
mode of election and continual rotation, more men will be trained to 
public business, there will in every subsequent year be found in the 
council a number of persons acquainted with the proceedings of the 
foregoing years, whereby the business will be more consistently con- 
ducted, and moreover the danger of establishing a n inconvenient 
aristoc racy will be effectually prevented.j All vacancies in the^un- 
cil that may happen by death, resignation, or otherwise, shall be filled 
at the next general election for representatives in general assembly, 
unless a particular election for that purpose shall be sooner appointed 
by the president and council. No member of the general assembly 
or delegate in congress, shall be chosen a member of the council. 
The president and vice-president shall be chosen annually by the joint 
ballot of the general assembly and council, of the members of the 
council. Any person having served as a counsellor for three succes- 
sive years, shall be incapable of holding that office for four years 
afterwards. Every member of the council shall be a justice of the 
peace for the whole commonwealth, by virtue of his office. 

In case new additional counlies shall hereafter be erected in this 
state, such county or counties shall elect a counsellor, and such county 
or counties shall be annexed to the next neighboring counties, and 
shall take rotation with such counties. 

The council shall meet annually, at the same time and place with 
the general assembly. 

The treasurer of the state, trustees of the loan office, naval officers, 
collectors of c-ustoms or excise, judge of the admirality, attornics 
general, sheriffs, and ()rothono(:aries, shall not be capable of a seat 
in the general assembly, executive council, or continental congress. 

Section the Twentieth. The president, and in his absence the vice- 
president, with the council, five of whom shall be a quorum, shall have 
power to appoint and commissionate judges, naval officers, judge of 
the admirality, attorney general and all other officers, civil and mili- 
tary, except such as are chosen by the general assembly or the people, 
agreeable to this frame of government, and the laws that may be 
made hereafter; and shall supply every vacancy in any office, occa- 
sioned by death, resignation, removal or disqualification, until the 
office can be filled in the time and manner directed by law or this con- 
stitution. They are to correspond with other states, and transact 
business with the officers of goveriAaent, civil and military; and to 
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h, Iciness as may appear to them necessary to lay before 
prepare sucli ^ ^ git as judges, to hear and determine 

tbe general ass _ assistance for advice only, the jus- 

^^foraHup eme And shall have power to grant pardons, 

? fines in all cases whatsoever, except m cases of impeach- 
“en '“d In cLe. of treason and murder, ^nll have power to grant 
^ ^ h„t not to pardon, until the end of the next sessions of 
reprieves, remission or mitigation of punish- 

S or^Sachments, except by act of the legialature; the, are also 
Tt^ke care^at the laws be faithfully executed ; (hey are to expedite 
;L execution of such measures as may be resolved upon by the gen- 
er^ assembly; and they may draw upon die treasury for such sums 
S shall be appropriated by the house: They may also lay emnar- 
ffLs or prohibit the exportation of any commodity, for any time, not 
Leading thirty days, in the recess of the house only: They may grant 
such licenses, as shall be directed by law, and shall have power to 
caU together the general assembly when necessary, before the day to 
which they shall stand adjourned. The presiilent shall he commander 
in chief of the forces of the state, but sluill not command in person, 
except advised thereto by the council, ami (hen only so long as they 
shall approve thereof. The president and council shall have a secre- 
tary, and keep fair books of their proceedingH, wlu'rein any counsellor 
mnv enter his dissent, witli his reasons in support of it. 


Corresponding provisions of subawiumit C<iHHtlliiti<tii«: 
Constitution of 1790, Art. II, ««ck, 7, 0, 1‘.’. l.'l. 

Art. V, Bee. 4. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. II, Hwm. ?» ih 1*1. 
Art. V, Bee, 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Hcch. S. 7, 0. 12. 

Art. V, Sec. 15. 


Section the Twenty-first. All commissitMis sluill he In the mime, 
and by the authority of the freemen of the coinmoiiweiiltli of I’eniisyl- 
vania, sealed with the slate seal, signed by the presldenl or vice presi- 
dent, and attested by llie secretary; which scat kIuiII tie k<‘{it by the 
council. 

Corresponding provisions of suliscijm'itt t'.iiwtltutloim; 

Constitution of 1790, Art. VI, 8«c. 4. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VI, H«>c. S. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. IV, Sec. 22, 


Section the Twenty-second. Mvery oftlcer of state, whetiier judicial 
or executive, shall be liable to be imjieached hy tiie general assembly, 
either when in office, or after his resigimtion or removal for md- 
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administration; All impeachments shall be before the president or 
vice-president and council, who shall hear and determine the same. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IV, Secs. 1, 2, 3. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IV, Secs. 1, 2, 3. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. VI, Secs. 1, 2, 3. 

Section the Twenty-third. The judges of the supreme court of 
judicature shall have fixed salaries, be commissioned for seven years 
only, though capable of re-appointment at the end of that term, but 
removable for misbehavior at any time by the general assembly ; they 
shall not be allowed to sit as members in the continental congress, 
executive council, or general assembly, nor to hold any other ofdce 
civil or military, nor to take or receive fees or perquisites of any kind. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 2, 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 2. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Secs. 2,18. 

Section the Twenty-fourth. The supreme court, and the several 
courts of common pleas of this commonwealth, shall, besides the pow- 
ers usually exercised by such courts, have the powers of a court of 
chancery, so far us relates to the perpetuating testimony, obtaining 
evidence from places not within this state, and the care of the per- 
sons and estates of those who are non compotes mentis, and such other 
powers as may be found necessary by future general assemblies, not 
inconsistent with this constitution. 

Corresponding provisions o£ substKiuent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 17U0, Art. V, Soc. 6. 

Constitution of 1H3S, Art. V, Sec. 0. 

Constitution of MS, Art. V, Sec. 20. 

Section the Twenty-fifth. Trials shall be by jury as heretofore; 
And it is recommended to the legislature of this state, to provide by 
law against every corruption or partiality in the choice, return, or 
appointment of juries. 

Oorrospotuling provisions of subawiuent Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1700, Art. IX, Sec. 6. 

Constitution of 18:«, Art. IX, Sec. 6. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Sec. 6. 

Section tlie Twenty-sixth. Courts of sessions, common pleas, and 
orphans courts shall be held quarterly in each city and county; and 
the legislature shall have power to establish all such other courts as 
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they may judge for the good of the inhahitiuits Ov the state. All 
courts shall be open, and justice shall he mipartially adniinisiered 
without corruption or unnecessary delay; All their officers shall be 
paid an adequate but moderate compensation for tluur services: And 
if any officer shall take greater or other fees than the law allows him, 
either directly or indirectly, it shall ever aftcu- disqualify him from 
holding any office in this state. 

Corresponding provisions of subscnuent (TonstitiihimH: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, Sec. 1. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, Sec. 1. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, See. 1. 

Section the Twenty -seventh. All iiro.secutioiis shall commence in 
the name and by the authority of the freemen of the commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania; and all indictments shall conclude with these words 
“Against the peace and dignltg of the mine." The style of all pro- 
cess hereafter in this state shall he, The com mo n. wealth of Pminsyl 
vania. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Const if tJti« urn: 

Constitution of 1790, Art. V, See. 12, 

Constitution of 1838, Art. V, S(‘e. ll. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. V, Hec. 23. 


iSection the Twenty-eigli tli. The person <if ji dehtor, where (here 
is not a strong presutni)tion of fraud, .shall noi he rontinned in prison” 
after delivering up, bona tide, nil his cHliito real and pcr.sonal, for the 
use of his creditors, in .such manner a.s .shall he In-reafter regulated by 
law. All prisoners shall he hailahle hy .siifficieni .stirelics, unlcsH for 
capital offences, when the proof is evidimf. or pri>siiinjdi«iii great. 

Corresponding provisbuiH of ituf i»m;t 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX, Hpvh. M, Ul 
Constitution of lOT, Art. IX, Hpch: ti, 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, Hmm, MJil 


Section the Twenly-ninth. Mx<a‘KNiu- t.ail .shall m.i he exacted 
for bailable offences: And allllneM shall he nuHt.-i ate. 

Corresponding proviHions of mii1ih<.<|ih.ii{ 

Constitution of 1790, Art. IX. .See l;t 
Constitution of ia*)8, Art. IX, Hoc. W, 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I. See. 13 , 


ection ffie Thirtieth. .Instlces of the p.-acc .hIihU {„• elected by 
e ree o ers of each city and county ich pec lively, (hat is to my, 
persons may be chosen for em h waid, township, or dis- 
tict, as the law shall hereafter .liiecl : And their names shall be 
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returned to the president in council, who shall commissiouate one or 
more of them for each ward, township, or district so returning, for 
seven years, removable for misconduct by the general assembly. But 
if any city or couniy, ward, iownship, or district in this common- 
wealth, sliall Inn’eafter incline to change the manner of appointing 
their jusliccw of IJie peace ns settled in this article, the general as- 
sembly may make laws to regulate the same, agreeable to the desire of 
a majority of the freeliohhns of llie city or county, ward, township, 
or district so applying. No justice of the peace shall sit in the gen- 
eral as.sembly unless he first resigns his commission; nor shall he be 
allowed to take any fc'es, nor any salary or allow'-ance, except such as 
the future legislature may grant. 

CorrospdiHlin]? provisions of sulisoiincnit Constitutions: 

Constitution <if 1790, Art. V, Sec. 10. 

Constitution of 18.18, Art. VI, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 187.1, Art. V, Sec. 11. 

t 

Section llie Thirty-first. ShorilTs and coroners shall be elected 
annually in each city and county, by the freemen; that is to say, two 
persons for (^ich tun* of whom for each, is to be commissioned 

by (he presidcad in (‘ovincil. No person shall continue in the office 
of shcrilT more than (hrc(^ successive years, or he capable of being 
again el(‘cfcd during four years afterwards. The election shall be 
held a I llu^ same tim(‘ and plac(^ appointed for the election of repre- 
sentatives: And the commissioners and assessors, and other officers 
chosen by th(‘ p(‘o|d<\ shall also b<^ then and there elected, as has been 
usual hendofure, until alt(*r(Ml or otherwise regulated by the future 
legislatures of this state. 

CornhspondinK pr<iviHinuH of HuliMvipuMil (touHiihitlonH: 

(’oUHtitutiun uf nun, All. VI, S<H‘. 1. 

(if Art. VI, S(h*. 1. 

C(UiH(ltutl(Ui uf lH7a, Art . XIV, Hoc. 2. 

Scclimi till' Tliirly Hc<‘mi(l. All elections, vvhclhef by the people 
or in gmunu! asKcmbly, slmll he hy hullot, free and voluntary: And 
any elector, who sluill receive any gift or reward for hia vote, in 
meal, <lrink, rnonioN, or olherwiae, ahull forfeit his right to elect 
for that limi'. and anil’er anrh other pemilliea aa fntin‘e laws shall 
direcl. And nny [leraon who ahall directly or indirectly give, promise, 
or liealovv any aucli rewards lo lie elected, ahall be thereby rendered 
incapalde to serve* for the ensuing year. 

Oorrcsp.awliiiK prav’tsicuiH of Mubsrauciit Constitutions: 

Constitution of 1700. Art. TTI, See. 2. 

Constitution of 18.08, Art. TTI, Sno. 2. 

(’onstitution of 187.0, .\rt. VHT, Scon. 4, 8, 9. 
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Section the Thirty-third. All fees, license money, fines and for- 
feitures heretofore granted, or paid to the governor, or his deputies 
for the support of government, shall hcreafler be paid into the public 
treasury, unless altered or abolished by the future legislature. 

Section the Thirty-fourth. A register’s office for the probate of 
wills, and granting letters of administration, and an office for the 
recording of deeds, shall be kept in each city and county; The officers 
to be appointed by the general assembly, removable at tlieir pleasure, 
and to be commissioned by tlie president in council. 

Corresponding provisions of subsequent Constitutions: 

(•Art. V, Soc. 10. 

Constitution of VI, Sec. 3. 

(Art. V, Soc. 11. 

Constitution of 1838, ^ 

Constitution of 1873, Art. XIV, See. 4. 

Section the Thirty-fifth. The printing presses shall be free to every 
person who undertakes to examine the pi-oceedings of the legislature, 
or any part of government. 

Corresponding provision.^ of subsequent Constitutionfft 

Constitution, of 1790, Art. IX, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. IX, Sec. 7. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. I, See. 7. 

Section the Thirty-sixth. As every freeman to preserve his inde- 
pendence, (if without a suffleient estatel ought to have some pro- 
fession, calling, trade or farm, whendty he may honestly subsist, 
there can he no necessily for, nor use in estahlishing offices of profit, 
the usual effects of which are depemlence and H«>rvility unbecoming 
freemen, in the possessors and exp<*etan(H; faction, c<tnf<‘ntion, cor- 
ruption, and disorder among (lie peofile. Itnt if any man is called 
into public service, to (he prejndh-e of his private affairs, he has a 
right to a ronsonable comiieiisation: Atid whemn-er an office, through 
increase of fees or otherwise, liecoimvs so protltulite as to occasion 
many to apply for it, the profits ouglit lo be le.H.sened l>y (he legls- 
. lature. 

Section the Thirty-seventh. Tlie future leglslntiire of this state, 
shall regulate intnils in hucIi a mami<‘r as to jaevenl {lerjietulties, 

Section the Tliirly-elghth. The iienal laws as iieretofore used shall 
be reformed by the legislature of (his state, ns soon ns may he, and 
punishments made in some eases less sangaiuury, and in general more 
proportionate to the crimes. 

Section the Thirty-nintli. To deter more elfeidually from the com- 
mission of crimes, by continued visiltle punishments of long dura- 
tion, and to make sanguinary punishments les.n necessary; hottsre 
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ought to be provided for punishing by hard labour, those who shall 
be convicted of crimes not capital ; wherein the criminals shall be 
imployed for the benefit of the public, or for reparation of injuries 
done to private persons: And all persons at proper times shall be 
admitted to see the prisoners at their labour. 

Section the Fortieth, hlvery officer, whether judicial, executive 
or military, in authority under this commonwealth, shall take the 
following oath or afiirmation of allegiance, and general oath of of- 
fice before he enters on the execution of his office. 

THE OATH OF AlfPIRMATION OF ALLEGIANCE. 

I do swear (or affirm) that I will be true and 

faithful to the commonwealth of Pennsylvania: And that I will not 
directly or indirectly do any act or thing prejudicial or injurious to 
the constitution or government thereof, as established by the con- 
vention. 


THE OATH OR AFFIRMATION OF OFFICE. 

I do swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully exe- 
cute the office of for the of 

and will do (Mpial right and justice to all men, 

to the l)est of my judgment and abilities, according to law. 

OorrCHpoiidltiK proviHiotm of Bulmeaiiont Constitutions; 

Constitution of 1700, Art. VIH. 

Constitution of laiH, Art. VIII. 

Constitution of 187.1. Art. VII, Sec. 1. 

Bection ihi^ Forty ftrnt. No public tax, cuHtom or contribution shall 
be imposed tipou, or paid by ilic people of this state, except by a 
law for that purpoH(*: And Indore any law be made for raising it, 
tb(i purpose for which aay tax is to be raised ought to appear 
clearly to the leglshilure to be of more service to the community than 
the moiiey would be, if not collected, which being well observed, 
taxes can never be Inirtheus. 

Re(d ioii tlie Forty«sec(uuL Every foreigner of good character who 
comes to settle in this state, having first taken an oath or affirmation 
of allegiance to the same, may purchase, or by other just means 
acquire, liold, and transfer land or other real estate; and after one 
yearns residence, sliall be deemed a free denizen thereof, and entitled 
to all the rights of a natural born subject of this state, except that 
he shall not be cai>able of being elected a representative until after 
two years residence. 
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Section tlie Foi'ty-tiiivd. Tlie iiiliabitants of tlii.s Ktaie shall have 
liberty to fowl and hunt in seasonable times on the lands they hold, 
and on all other lands therein not inclosed; and in like inatiner 
to fish in all boatable waters, and others not i»rivate propoT-ty. 

Section the Forty-fourth. A school or schools shall lie established 
in each county by the legislature, for the couv<>ni(‘nt instruction of 
youth, with such salaries to the masters jiaid by lh<‘ ]iuhlic, as may 
enable them to instruct youth at low iirices; And all useful learning 
shall be duly encouraged and promoted in one or more universities. 

Corresponding provisions of snlhseqiKnit ('’onstitutions: 

Constitution of 1700, Art. VII, Soe. 1. 

Constitution of 1838, Art. VII, Sou. 1. 

Constitution of 1873, Art. X, See. 1. 

Section the Forty-fifth. Laws for (he on(*()iiraj’(‘nu‘nt of virtue, and 
prevention of vice and immorality, shall be iua<le and caustaiidy kept 
in force, and provision Jiliall be made? for tludr du<‘ ('v<‘(*u(ion : And 
all religious societies or bodies of men hendobue u!ii(e<i or iu(*orpo- 
rated for the advaTiceimmt of religion or l(‘ariiing, or for otluu* pious 
and charitable purposes, sluill 1 k‘ encouraged and [>roic‘e(ed in the 
enjoyment of the privileges, immuniiies and cstatc^s which tlicy were 
accustomed to enjoy, or could of right have* cm joyed, unden* (hc» laws 
and former cousliiaiion of this stale*. 

Section the Forly sixth. The declaration of riglds is bt*rehy de- 
clared to be a i>art of the constitution of this <*oninionw<*al(h, and 
ought never to be violated on any pretence^ wtiiitever. 

Section the Forty seventh. In <irder that the fnsHloin of the* <‘one 
niOTiwealth may be jueserved inviolate* forev<»r, tlnu’c sitall be cliosen 
by ballot by the freem(‘ri in (*ach city and <’ounfy ri‘sp(*elively, on the 
second Tuesday in ()ctoh(‘r, in the ycair <hm* tlnHisand Hcven hnmlred 
and eighty three, and on the H(*<annl Tuesday in (bdolHua in every 
seventh year thereafter, (wo persons in mvh ( ity atn! ronnty of this 
state, to be called tin* (kntneil of Fcn.sors; who sbalt meet together 
on the second Monday of Novtonlter next cnHiting their cb*ction; the 
majority of whom Mhull be* a (piortun in every case, except m to 
calling a convention, in wliicb two thirds tif t!n^ whole nunitier elected 
shall agree: And whose duty it stuill be to eni|uire whtdber the con- 
stitution lias htmi preserved Inviolate In euoy part; and wlietlier 
the legislative and (‘jceiaithe InanelieH of govornfni*iit have j>er- 
fornied their duty as guardians of the people, or asstiined fo them- 
selves, or exercised oth(‘r or greater powers than tln»y are hitltled 
to by the constitution: Tliey are also to enquire wfietlier the public 
taxes have been justly laid and eolleided in nil parts of ttiis com* 
mon wealth, in what manner the pulilic monies liavi* been iliH|«wed of, 
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and Avli(*tlu‘r ilu; hnvK liave been duly executed. ’ For these purposes 
they shall have power to send for persons, papers, and records; they 
sliall lia\'(‘ aulliorily to jiass j)uhlic censures, to order impeachments, 
and to rf'i'omiiKuid to tlie legislature the repealing such laws as ap- 
pear to tlnnn to har i' been enacted contrary to the principles of the 
constitution. These powers they shall continue to have, for and 
during tlui sparai (tf on(‘ year from the day of their election and no 
longer: The said council of censors shall also have power to call 
a convention, to nnad within two years after their sitting, if there 
appear to tlnuii an absolute necessity of amending any article of the 
constitution which may be defective, explaining such as may be 
thought not chuu'Iy expressed, and of adding such as are necessary 
for the pi'escM'valion of the rights and happiness of the people: But 
the ai tich's to ameiuhul, and the amendments proposed, and such 
arti<*les as ar<^ proposed to be added or abolished, shall be promul- 
gal<*d at h'ast six months bcd'ore the day appointed for the election 
of such coiiv(*ntion, for tlie previous consideration of the people, that 
they may liavci an opportunity of instructing their delegates on the 
subject. 

(’iin‘i'N[H>iiiliii)C iioivisimiK nf Hulwi'ciucnt ('oiiHtU.iitions: 

(’(iiiHlitiitii'M (if 1S.‘!H, Art. X. 
t’diistitutidii (if 1S7:1, Art. X.VIH, See. 1. 

rtissetl in t'onvtmtion the 2!iili dtiy of Hepteinber, 1.776, and signed 
bv tli(‘ir ortler. 

BENJ. PBANICLTN, Brest. 
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COLONELS, Right of freemen to choose their own, 
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Executive Council to be, 20 
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To be sealed with State seal, 21 
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Term of, 31 
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Prosecutions, commencement of, 27 
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Fees not to be receive by, 
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Salaries to be fixed, 
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To be chosen by ballot, 


Meeting of, 

Oaths, administration of, 

Of members, 

Officers, reduction to private station. 
Officers are trustees, etc., of people, 


Dec. of Rights, VI 
Dec. of Rights, IV 
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23 
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20 

45 

1.5 

45 

45 

15 

15 

2 

9 

9,18 

19 

17 
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9 
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LECISLATURE—Continued . Cl Sec. 

Powers of free state given to, 9 

Generally, 9 

Power to choose own oflicers, 9 

State Treasurer, 9 

Power to enact laws, 9 

Legislate vested in, 2 

Prepare bills, 9 

Preambles, laws to have, 15 

Proceedings of, may be criticised, 35 

To be printed weekly, 14 

To be printed weekly, yeas and nays, when 

to be included, 14 

Qualification of members, 7 

Quorum, 10 

Recorder of Deeds, appointed by, " 34 

Register of Wills, appointed by, 34 

Religious test of members, 10 

Representatives in Congress, to be chosen by,.. H 

Schools, establishment of, 44 

Seal of, 16 

Speaker of, 9 

Style of, ’ 9 

Supreme Executive Council may convene, .... 20 

Taxes, etc., legislation on, 41 

Towns, may be constituted by, 9 

Two-thirds of niemb(‘rs may exercise powers of, 12 

Universities, establishment of, 44 

Votes to be printed weekly, 14 

Wages of members, 17 

Witnesses may be examined by, 0 

Right to apply to for redress of grievunces, Dec. of Rights, XVI 

TilRERTY, man luit to be, dei>rive<l of except, by laws 

of land or judgment of his peers, ..... — .......Dee «»f Ulglita, XI 

Right to protection in enjoyment of, ..Dec. Righta, Vltl 

LICENSES, State Treasury receptiK’le f<ir money 

from, SS 

Supreme Exeeutive Council may grant, ............ 20 

LIFE, Right to protection In enjoyment nf, J>ec,c.f flights, VttI 

LUNATICS, Bee NON COMPOTES MENTIS. 


MAGISTRATES, ReUgiouH test of, 10 

Right to have laws execnited by, Dee, <»f Rights, XIV 

MAL»ADMINISTHATION, Impeachment of State of 

fleers for, ^ 


MEMBERS OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


dection of, * 9 

Expulsion of, 9 

Incompatible offices, 7,10 

Qualifications of, T 

Term of, — 8 
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MBMBKKS OF SOCIKTY, llighta nnd duties of, ..Dec. of Rights, VUl 
MEMBERS OF SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUN- 

CIU, election of, 

MIUITARy, Subordinftte to and governed by civil 

power, Dec of Rights, XIII 

MIUITARY OFFICE, See also INCOMPATIBLE 
OFFICES. 

MILITARY OFFICERS, appointment of 

MILITIA, not incompatible with member of Hoxise 


of Roproa<mtntm‘8, 7 

MINUTES OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

VoteH, reawons for may bo oiitorod on, 14 

MONEY, Consora to watch diapoaition of, 47 

MURDER, Supreme Executive Council may grant re- 

prives for, 20 


NATURATi, Right, to emigrate, Dec. of Rights, XV 

Right to worahip, Dec. of Rights,. 11 

Men have, ...Dec. of Rights, I 

NATURALIZATION, 

NAVAL OFFICERS, See alao INCOMPATIBLE 
OFFICEvS. 

Appointment of, 

NEW atate, right to form, Dec. of Rights, XV 

NON CCiMPOTES MENTIS, eatnte, care of, 

Permm, care of, 


42 

20 


OATH, Hotwe of Uepn'Hcritntlvea, admin latratlori by, 

Of allegiance, 

Of membera of HonHC of Represent ntivea, 

Of odice, 

OATHS, wnrrnntH for aearebea and aeiznrea not to be 

granted wltboutp Dec. of Rights, X 

OFFENSES, exceHMive ball prohibited, 

Criminal, righta <»f amnwecl In proKeruthma for, ..Dec. of Rights, IX 
OB'Ft(R<h wiiltin gift of CortgreaH, incompatible with 

vepreHentiitIve In Coagreaa, 

Puidic, compenaatlon to be reaaonnble, 

Not to be made profitable, 

For pndit, eiitidillahment of tn be discouraged, .... 

OFFICERS, See alio INCOMPATIBIdO OFFICES. 

Cbolee of, people to pay attention to (luallfiea- 

tiorw, - «D«c. of Rights, XIV 

Civil, appointment of, .. — 

Election of, 

Extortionate fees, taking of to disqualify for of- 
fice, 

Oath of allegiance, 

Of office, 

Naval, appointment of, 

Military, appointment of, 

Reduction to private station, Dec. of Rights, VI 
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40 

40 

20 
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OFFICERS — Coiitiniiocl . 0, 

Religious tost, 

Right of froonicn to ohoo.sc military , 

To luive^ laws made and (‘xociitod l;y, Deo. of Rights XTV 

State, impeadiinent of, 

Trustees, etc*., of the people, Deo. of Rights, ly 


PAPERS, not to he seized without warrant, Deo. 

PARDONS, Supreme Execiitiw* Couneil may grant,. 

PEERS, judgment of, 

PENAL, laws, reformation of, 

PENITENTIARIES, ereetion of, 

Visitors, 

PENNSYLVANIA, State of, h<»w governed, 

PERPETUATION, of testimony 

PERPETUITIES, prevention of, 

PERSON, non compotes imuitis, 

Not to bo searched witlnuit warrant, I>e<'. 

PERSONAL SERVICE, members of sneiety must 

yield when necessary, D<‘e, 

PETITION, right to ajiply for redre.'^.s ef gri4‘van<‘e.s 

by. Dee. 

POLICE INTIOIINAL, right of piN/ph* to r<‘giilale, ..Dei-. 
POSSESSIONS, not to he; .sear<‘hed s(‘i'/(*<i with 

out warrant, j p.,, 

POWER, civil, military to b(‘ suhordinale t(» De.* 

Exec*utiv(‘, vested in president jind <*(aineil, 

Legisla tive, ve,st<*d in House of R< preacuitat ives, . . 
PIIILADELPtn A . U<‘preKenta lives, election ol , .... 

Repr(‘seiitnf iv('H, mimher of, 

POWERS OE FREE STAIdO, House <.f Uoiwvv.uiu 

tives inny have, 

POWERS OE (JENERAl. ASSEiMl *LV. may he e\ 

ereiH(‘d by tW() thirds of nnmlier 

ITtEAMIUdOS, laws to have 

PRESlDENdh S<‘<‘ also SIIPIU'IME EXE<Mrpl\ M 

VOVNiUh 

PRESIDENT OE EXECUTIVE CoUNCU,. ehoiee 

of 

Inip(‘aelmi(mtH to he h(‘ar<l and cleterudm-d by. 

Stnt(‘ to h(* govtaannl by, 

SupreuH* Exeeutiv(‘ Power ve^^ted in, .......... 

IRiESS, Er<‘e<hini of, md. to b<* r‘*}it raiit«*d , .. I tre < 

Ih’inting to he fiaas 

PRINTINO, r>i’<‘ss to he fr<*e ^ ' 

PRISONERS, hail of 

PRISONS, ereeti<m of .. 

Visitors, 

iniOCEEDINOS OE OENEUA L ASSEMIU ’v . 

printing of we(?kly, 

PROCESS, style of, ‘ 


of Right.s, X 


of Rights, TX 


<d' Rights, X 

<d' Eights, vrrr 

of Eights. \VI 
»d’ Eights, HI 

*d Eirdit^, X 
‘d‘ Eigl»ts. XIH 


»r uigiitH,, XH 
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PllOPFiUTV, jippiicalion to publkuHo, Dec. of Rights, I,Vin 

Jury trial iti (‘ontruv<U'si(‘s coiieeriiing, Doc. of Rights, XI 

Not to he taken without oon.sent, Doc. of Rights, I 

Right prof<u*tioti in its enjoyment ...Doc. of Rights, VIII 

S(‘i7air(' witlnuit warrant prohihihal Dec. of Rights, X 

PKOSI0('n’'ri( )XS, oonmieiUMunent <*f, 

Rights of jM’eused, Dec. of Rights, IX 

PUOTiK >TA RY , See I NC( iMPATUU.D OF- 
FKUOS. 

PUPRJt’ t^FPiCMRS, See OFFICKRS. 

PURLIC TAXl'iS, ninst h(‘ paid in <tr(ler to vote, 

PDPAJt! TRIM-, speedy, right to, Dec. of Rights, IX 

PUULH’ IJSl'lS. application of private property to,. Dec. of Rights, VIII 


Sec. 


27 


6 


QUALIFUYVTIOXS ( R'' YOTFUS, 6 

QUORUM, of House of Representatives, 10 


lUOAl/ I0S''rATF, F(U'cigncrs may ac<}uire, hold and 

e(mv<*y 

RKC()RniOR IH^iRDS, See COUXTY. 

RFDRFvSS (R'' (5 HI RVA XPh'S , H<ms(* may provide 

for 

Right to apply to l<‘giH}a(un‘ for, Dee «f Rights, XVI 

RRtHS'rRR <R’’ WIIJ.S, Sei* (’(RINTY. 

RRLKaolfS, test, of civil otficm-s 

'PeHi of M agist rat<*H 

Mcmhcrs of Houmc of Htgua'sentatives, 


Worship, attcn<lan<*e fiot to l«* conifs'lled, T)(‘e. of Rights, II 

RI0;M< »NSTRAX< R'l, right t<» aigdy for redress of 

gri<*van<’eN by, Dot*, of Rights, XVI 


RRPRRSKXTAJRVRS. See also IJ'hRSLATURlC ; 

IXPfDMPAq’nRd‘1 tRaaCRS and MRF/b 
TRlXS, 

Atteati<»r} to he pint! to qualilicatioiiH in elioie<‘ of,.D(*(*. of Rights, XIV 

(’ongresHbaial , 

la*gnl, private property not t<» la* acqnlnsl ha' 

public ?!a<‘ wifitoul euUMeiit of, D<‘c . of Rights, VIII 

Houm<^ <»f, how <*nnat I tilted , 

Term *»f ineiiiherH, 

Reglslfit i v<' pciiw«*r vested in house of, 

QunlUicat inn of tmanherH of Itoitse of, 

( Voters for, 

UiKlit of I Ui »<'<■. lie KiKlfls, XVI 

'I'll lijivi' liiWH nmili* Iiy, Di'r. of IliKlits, XIV 

Statt* he governet! by * 

RRStR.UTIDXS, yens and nays, when to be printed, 

IIKIII'I', of Iiciiiili- to "f riiK'its, XVI 

Choosi* ('olonels and otFicers, 

Consult for laanmon good, Rigbt?<, XVI 

Against searches and seis^ure.s without wmr- 

Dec . of Rights , X 

' 
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a. 

Of regulating internal police Dec. of Rights. Ill 

Of suffrage, see ELECTIONS. 

To apply for redress of grievances, Dec. of Rights, XVI 

To bail, 

To bear arms, Dec. of Rights, XIII 

To be protected in enjoyment of life, lilx'rty and 

property, Dec of Rights, VII 

To emigrate, Dec. of Rights, XV 

To fish, 

To form new states, Dec, of Rights, XV 

To fowl, 

To freedom of speech, XII 

To have laws made and executed, XIV 

To hunt, 

To jury trial, Dec. of Rights, XI 

To write and publish sentiments, .Dec. of Rights, XI 

RIGHTS, declaration of made part of constitution, 

Declaration of not to be violated, 

Of accused in criminal prosecutions, Dec. of Rights, IX 




SAFETY, Right of pursuing and obtaining, Dec of Rights, I 

SCHOOLS, establishment of, 

Teachers, salary of, 

Universities, estahlishment of, 

SEAL OF GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

SEAL OF THE LAWS OF PENNSYLVANIA 

SEAL, STATE, corumiHsionH, to be nOIxed to, 

Supreme Executive Council tci ke(*p, 

SEARCH, without warrant, honsen, papers, etc , to 

be free from, .....Dec. of Rights, X 

SEIZURE, without warrant, hmiscs, papers, etc., to 

be free from, Dec, of Rights, X 

SENTIMENTS, freedom of writing and pul»llahlng, .Dec, of Rights, XH 

SERVANTS, OfileerH of the "government are, Dec, of Rights, IV 

SriEEIFFS, See COUNTY; INC.OMPATtBl^E 


FICEB. 

SONS, of freemen, to ho trained and armed, 

Sl^EAKER, of I loime of Repreaentatlvea, 

SPEECH, freedom of, .Dec. of Rights, XII 

SPEEDY PUBIJC TRIAL, right to, Dec. of Rights, I'X 

STANDING ARMIES, not to be kept up, ......... .Dec. of Rights, Xfll 

STATE, new^ right to form, Dec. of Rightm, XV 


Charges, to be paid out of State Treasury, 

OoiTeapondenee with another, 

Criminals, impeachment of, 

Officers , impeachment , 

Of Pennsylvania, how governed 

Right to bear arms in defence of ...Dec, of Rights. Xlfl 

Right to emigrate from, .....Dec. of Rights, XV 

Right to have lawa made and executwl far good 
government of, Dec. of Rights, XIV 


256 



INDEX. 


QT AT i lUiod . 

Seal, to bo allixod to commissioua,^ 


a r Us bo kopt bv Supronio Kxociitive Council, .. 

^ OF- 

<n’ATH''l’'tl'’ASUHV. foi- fMS, -- 

KciinW'Utnl'w'H to be Jisiul out of 

SWU”” «>'"»« ■l«-™SF,mATIVBS, 

STl'M'" OF .Dec. of BigWs, 

QTTTTS jurv trial, ri^bt: to, 

sniMOOMK t’OlTU'r. iuiiicaobmont,, to ftdvxae o , . . 

?OTHI0MF KXbXniTlVK OOtlNOIT-. See also IN- 


suPKKMn ' 

OOlMrATlBLK ObbICViB. 

Conlissiotis. to be. aigued by president and vice 

proaUlcnt of, 

CongressUmnl deloKUtes. not eligible to. 

ConHtitution of, If ' 

Coroncra commismimtHl i)y preside , 

Election of mrmberH, 

w"i-r.o‘’lVb:u;:;;;ndd;t^^ 

M?iy appoint onicerH , . . • ^ 

May bll vacancicH in oHice, 

Meeting <»f» 

Moinbers of <leti<T«l AsHembly not eligible 

Ternw <*f * * • * “ * 

To be juatlceH <»f ibe peace, 

Mlnutew of» 

Powers of , • * * 

ProHldent of. ■wbeit and how chosen. •••■•■••••■• 

It e, r ler of Ib'cls i-oininlssloned by president •• 

UotmwiitHtlvi'H not ellglhlfl to, 

L,,;”".,! »—«• A”“» '» 

Hocretiiry of, nt' 

HUerlff <smiml«Hloned by president of 


n’o commpoiul with As- 

To propiiro buHlioW to !«' btld _ 

^embly , • * ******* *11111* ' 

TmiHury nmy be drawn upon by ■■••••• 

Viiciinel«*H in, how filled, i'"’’" 

Vice president, when nnd how chosen, 

Vested In president nnd 

SUPItKhHd COURT. Beo COTRT^^ 

aUPREMK UUOISUATIVB POWUic, 

House of 
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TAXES, censors to guard against unjust taxes, etc., 

Imposition by law only, 

Legislation on, 

Public, must be paid in order to vote, 

TEST, Keligious, 

TESTIMONY, perpetuation of, 

TOWNS, constitution of by House of Representatives, 

TREASON, Supremo Executive Council may grant re- 
prieves for, 

TREASURY, See also STATE. 

State, wages of representatives, etc., to be paid 

out of, 

TREASURER OP STATE, Chosen by House of Re- 
presentatives, 

TRIAL, jury, right to, Eee. of Right, 

Speedy public, right to, Dec. of Rights, 

TRUSTEES, Officers of the government are, Dec. of Rights, 

TRUSTEES OP THE LOAN OPPIOE, See INCOM- 
PATIBLE OPPICES. 


UIN ALIENABLE RIGHT, to worship God, I)<‘e. of Rights, 

Of men, I)e<‘. of Rights, 

UNIVERSITIES, establishment of 

VACANCY, public offic(u*a reduced to private Htatioii, of Rights, 

VACANCY IN OPFICE, Supreme Executive C(»uneil 

to fill , 

VACANT, countries, right to f<u*it\ new states in, ..Ih*<v of Rights. 

VICE, prevention of by laws, 

VICE PRESIDENT OP EXEt^UTIVE CGtTNCn,, 

choice of 

Irnpeaclimcnts to be heard and deterruimul hy, .. 

VIRTUE, encouragement of hy laws 

VOTES, yeas and nays on, when to he printed 

VOTES BY BALLOT, vonmm for iruiy he <mtered <mi 

minutes, 

VOTES OP (JENERAL ASSEMRLV, hi he printed 
wetdily , 


WAGES, r<‘pres<mtaiiveH to he paid out of State 

Treasury, 

WARRANTS, for senn^eH and sei'/.ureM, when not to 

be granted .1 h>e , of lUghts . 

WITNESSES, censors may sunirnon, 

Examination of by House of Rejirc^sfUita lives, .... 

Right to be confronted with, .Dee. of Rights, 

WORSHIP, of God, free ....Dee. of Rights. 

Modes of, no preferenee to he given to ...Dee. of Higlits, 

No man compelled to attend or supp<»rt plaee of. .Def\ of Rights, 


YEAS AND NAYS, when to be printed, 
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IlniUHl States of America 
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CONSTITUTION OP THE UNITED STATES. 




The constilulioii of the United States went into operation on the 
first Wednesday of March, 1781). Congress by a resolution adopted 
Pebruai-y 21, 1787, proposed a convention and tlie legislatures of the 
several states, with the exception of Ehode Island, promptly ap- 
pointed delegates. On May 25 of 1787, delegates from seven states 
convened. George Washington of Virginia was chosen president of 
the convention. The convention immediately commenced the consid- 
eration of the proposed constitution. On September 17, 1787, the 
constitution was engrossed and agreed to and was signed by all the 
members present except Mr. Garry of Massachusetts and Messrs. 
Mason and Kandolph of Virginia. The constitution as framed was 
transmitted to Congress iind by it, on September 28, 1787, directed to 
be transmitted to the legislatures of the several states. It was 
ratified by conventions in the several states as follows: 

1. Delaware, December 7, 1787. 


2 

Feniusylvaiiu 

i, I)(!cend)er 11 

i, 1787. 

3. 

New florney, 

December 18, 

1787. 

4. 

Georgia, .lunuary 2, 1788. 


5. 

( '(MUUH’ticut j 

.lanuary 9, 1' 

788. 

(i. 


Is, February t 

;, 1788. 

7. 

Maryland, April 28, 1788. 


iS. 

S(Mi(h (larol 

ina, May 2.‘{, 

1788. 

i). 

Nc*vv HumpHhirn, .lune 21, 

1788. 

\il 

Virginia, Juna 2(>, 1788. 


U. 

N<nv Vnrk, 

Inly 2(1, 1788. 



SubH(-(iiu‘ii(Iy the coiiKlilulion was ratified by North Carolina on 
November 21, list); by Kliode Island on May 28, 178y and by Vermont 
danuary 10, 1781). Vermont was admitted as a State, February 19, 

1791. 



( 261 ) 






THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA. 

Preamble. Wc, tlie People of the United States, in Order to form 
a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, 
provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and 
secui'e the Illessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity,’ do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of 
America. 

AETIOLE I. 

Sec. 1. Legislative Power. All legislative Power herein granted 
shall be vested in a Congi'ess of the United States, which shall con- 
sist of a Senate and House of Eepresentatives. 

Sec. 2. House of Representatives: Members, Officers and Appor- 
tionment. Direct Taxes. Census. Impeachment. The House of 
Ilepre-sentatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second 
Year by the I'oople of the several States, and the Electors in each 
State shall have the qualitlcations requisite for Electors of the most 
numerous Ilranch of the State Legislature. 

No l‘er8on shall he a Representative who shall not have attained to 
the Age of Tw(!nty-fivc Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the 
United States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant 
of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

[ Represent at ives and <Iirect Taxes shall he apjan-tioned among the 
several States which may he included within tliis Union, according to 
their respective Numhors, whicli shall he determined by adding to 
tlie whole Number of free Persous, including tlio.se bound to Service 
for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths 
of all other Persons.] Tlie actual Enumeration shall be made within 
three Years after tlie fmst Meeting of the Congress of the United 
Slates, and within every subsequent Terra of ten Years, in such Man- 
ner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives 
shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State 
shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration 
slmll be made, the State of New Hampshire shall he entitled to 
choose three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations one, Connecticut five, New York six, New Jersey four. 
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Pe-BSTlvaEia eight. Delaware Maryl. . .4.<. 
Srolina «ve, South Carolina live, and .w.r,;, . 
Wheu vaeaudes hainien in the Ito„reiieol . .,.ii 
a„thoi-ity tliei'col shall issue Wvila ,.l 


VirKiilii) fen, North 
three. 

from any State, the 
ICleetion to fill such 


' ^hrSouse of Representatives shall chuse fluMi- Spe-akiu- an<l other 
Officers; and shall have the sole I’ower of I nipeachrnent. 

t-Viiq section oncIo.stMl in linifk(‘is is ameii<lt‘d by yoction 
rNote* The provision ot tnis fetcLum , ^ 

" ° ^r^nnamerit Scc Aineiidmeiita, Artide XIV.) 




Sec 3. Senate. Members and Their Classification. Officers. 
Vice President to be President of. Impeachment. [. Ihe tuaiato ol 
the United Slates shall be i-oaiposed of Iwo Senalors from each Stale, 
chosen by the Legislature thereof, for si-x Vt'ars; ami each Seiialor 
shall have one Vote.] 

Immediately after they shall bo aH.senililed iu Cunse(iuenc(' of tlu‘ 
first Election, they shall be divided a.s (Miually as may be iulo three 
Classes. The Seats of the Senators of the first ('las,s shall he va- 
cated at the Expiration of the siicoml Vear, of tlu^ second Class at 
the Expiration of the fourth Vear, and of the (liird Class at llie E.v- 
piration of the sixth Year, so tliat onirtliird may 1 k‘ chosen mery 
second Year; [and if Vacancies liappen liy Itesignatiun, or olliorwise, 
during the Recess of the lAigislatnre of any Stale, the Exm-utive 
thereof may make temporary Appoinliaenis until (In* m>,xt .Meeting 
of the Legislature, which shall llien lilt sm-li \*aeancie.s.] 

No person shall he a Senator wlio stinll mil liave a(tuim‘il to Itu* 
Age of thirty Years, ami been nine Years a Citizen of tlie United 
States, and who shall not, wlien eieeled, hi' an Inlialiitmit of tliat 
State for which he sliall he cliosen. 

The Vice Pi'esident of (lie United Slates stiall lie I'resideiit of tlie 
Senate, but shall have no Vole, unless tliey lie eipinlly divided. 

The Senate shall clinse llieir oilier ollleerM, and also a I’resideiit pro 
tempore, in the Absence of (lie Vice President, or vvlu'ii lie .slinll 
exercise the Oflicc of President of Itie I hilled .Slates, 

The Senate slipll liave Ihe sole Power to liy all linpeaelinieiits, 
When sitting for llial Purpose, tliey siiull tie on Oath of .Miirnialiou. 
When the Presideut of tlie United Slates is tried, tlie Cltief .lusliee 
shall preside; And no i’ersou sliall lie eonvieted vviltiout tiie Concur 
rence of two-thirds of tlie Memlim-s present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeacliment slial! mii i‘Xteiid fiirfln'r tluin 
to removal from Office, amt Itisipiatifiration to tiotd and enjoy any 
Office of honor. Trust or Profit under the Ihiited States; Iml tlie 
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Party convicted nevertheless he liable and subject to Indict- 

ment, Trial, Judgment and runisliinent, according to Law. 

(Note: The provisions of this section (‘iiclosed in brackets have been superseded 
by tlie seven te('nth ameiidin(‘nt. See Amendments, Article XVII.) 

Sec. 4. Congressional Elections. When Congress to Assemble. 
The Times, Idaces and Manner of bolding Elections for Senators and 
Representatives, sliall be presciribed in each State by the Legis- 
lature thereof; but the Oongrcjss may at any time by Law make or 
alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of cliusing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such 
Meetiug shall be on the lirst Monday in December, unless they shall 
by Law appoint a ditferent Day. 

Sec. 5. Each House to Judge of Election and Qualification of 
Members. Quorum. Rules. Journals. Adjournment. Each House 
shall be the Judge of (be b]]eclioiis, Returns and Qualifications of its 
own Members, and a IMajoriiy of each shall constitute a Quorum 
to do Rusiness; bul a sninller Number may adjourn from day to day, 
and may be authorized lo <*oin])el the Attendance of absent Members, 
in such Manner, and umhu* such Penallies as eacdi House may pro- 
vide. 

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish 
its Memb(‘rs for disordei'ly Behavior, and, with the Concurrence of 
two thirds, expel a Member. 

Each Houses sliall k(H^i> a Journal of its Ib'oceedings, and from time 
to time publish the same, c‘xcepting su<*h l^irts as may iu their Judg- 
ment recpiuc* Secr(‘cy; and (Ik* Y(‘as and Nays of tlu* Members of either 
House on any (iiubstion shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those 
Eres(*nl, be <*nt<*red on tlu* Journal. 

Neidier House, during tlu* S(‘ssion of Congress, shall, without the 
Coriscmi of tlu* o(b(‘r, adjourn for more* than tlircH* days, nor to any 
other Elnce than that in wliich the two Houses shall be sitting. 

Sec. 6. Compensation and Privileges of Members. Incompatible 
Oflces. The Hmialors ami R(*pres(*ntatives shall receive a Oomjiensa- 
tioii for tludr S(‘rvic(‘s, t<i b(* nseertained by Law, and paid out of 
the Treasury of tlu* Hiiit(*d Ktates. They shall in all Cases, except 
Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, he privileged from Arrest 
during their Atten<lanee at the Hession of their respective Houses, 
and in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech 
or Debate in (*ither House, they shall not be (piestioned in any other 
place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he 
was elected, be aiipointed to any civil Office under the Authority of 
the TTnited States, which shall have been created, or the Emoluments 
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whereof shall have been euereascMl ■■:!rb j i h-; :)nil m. Ib- snii 

holding any Office under the 1 nii:"! > <■ ■ . c;j(i In* ji ll.'iij!)!*!* of 

either House during his Continuance in < ..u e. 

Sec. 7. Revenue Bills. Manner of ' 'i:; * nil!*-. Veto Power. 
Orders, Resolutions, Etc. to Be Pacrca oj' by Pro* hie;;!. Al! Hi its 
for raising Revenue shall origina((‘ in Ife Cousf' df !>ei*ii‘S!*i|j;ijA(.s; 
but the Senate may propose or comair wiili Aineiidmcn (s as on oilier 
Bills. 


Every Bill which shall have passed (In* Ifonsi' of li(‘;ii*esi“iil;jli\*e‘s 
and the Senate, shall, before it become a f.aw, !i<‘ pre.-;eiiied (o 
President of the United States; If Ii<‘ ajiprovi* he siiall i( i ,|( 

if not he shall return it, with his Objections lo llml nouce in which 
it shall have originated, who shall enler (he Obieci i<i!is al large oii 
their Journal, and proceed to reconsider il. If .-jrier .cuch Recon- 
sideration two thirds of that IIous<- sliaii agree to i ;!ss ihi- I'.jip r 
shall be sent, together with tlie Obji'ciions, to (he uduM' (Innxe, bv 
which it shall likewise be rocoiisidereii, and if ai^^'l•t>\ ed bv iv o (bird's 
of that House, it shall become a Law. Lnl in all sin h Ca^.s (he 
Votes of both Houses .shall be. dcdm'inined bv yeas and i*avs, and Ihe 
Names of the Persons voting for and againsi ihe Lin . le,.!; i ,, 
on the Journal of each House respee(i\<‘!y. If anv I;'’! e!.;,M aid 
be returned by the President wilhin t<-ii Hays (Siinida. : 
after it shall have been preseided (o him. Ihe Sjiine v||,.,n p,. ., '| 
in like Manner as if he had signed il, nidess ibe <',ee le is i,\ (iieir 
Adjournment prevent its Remrn, in which Case ii shall md be i,..,„ 

^ Every Order, Resolution, or V(de lo wlii,*h (he C-un ina en- (he 
feenate and House of Kepresenlalive.s may Ite neeciKai v (e^n pi en -i 

question of Adjournment) shall be [.resent<*d (,. H e ,.l' (he 

United fetates; and before (h(* Sann* .sli;i!| lahe MKeci ah di ),e 'ip 
proved by him, or being disapin-oved bv him. .slml! be ccy, ed ’bv 
two thirds of the Senale and Ilmrse of Ib.prese.uai i^eH, aecuulin*- (i, 
the Rules and Limitalions pre.sei ihe<i in (he Ca ,e ef a Hill 
Sec. 8. General Powers of Congress, 'ri.e e . 

Power To lay and collect Tax(,s, 1 Imp.esl.s am! l A. i e‘ 


the Debts and provide for (Ik; re 


to pay 


(SUmiKin hi fetice ;iiid "i jieral VVelfai(« 

.. ,, iMlIies, Inipteds ;jiid Lm Iscs slnll he 

uniform throughout the Cniled Stales; 

To borrow Money on the credK of (be Cnip.a Siaies- 

To regulate Commerce widi i 

States, and wath the Indian Tribes; " ' ' 

To establish an unifoi*m Tfnie ..r v . e . 

Laws on the suhieef ef I* i j and iiiiiform 

TO coin m; 4. regular;, 

and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures i ‘ ‘ ‘ 


of the United Stales; 
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To provide for the Punislunent of counterfeiting the Securities 
anti current Coin of llie United States; 

To esialtlisli Post Offices and Post Roads; 

To pi'oniole (lie Pio^iess of Science and useful Arts, by securing 
for liiiiited Timers to Aiitliors ainl Inventors the exlusive Eight to 
iheir respective Wi'itings aiul Discoveries; 

To c'onsliiiiie Tiiiuinals inferior to the supreme Court; 

To define and punish Piracies and 'Felonies committed on the high 
Seas, and (MIciHavs aa'aiiisi; the Law of Nations; 

To dcHdarc^ Wav, grant Leliers of Marque and Reprisal, and make 
Ihilc‘s roiircaaiing Caplures on Laud and Water; 

To raise and support Armies, but no Ax>propriation of Money to 
that Pse shall he for a longer Term than two Years; 

To pKO'icle and maintain a Navy; 

To make Puh^s for (he Govermueiil: and Regulation of the land and 

naval Forces; 

To pi'ovldc^ for ('ailing foidh the Militia to execute the Laws of the 
Piiion, suppress Insuri ced ions and repel Invasions; 

Ik? piovhh^ f<?r organizing, arming, and disciplining, the MilitiaC 
and lor govcuaiing such Part of iheiu as may be employed in the Ser- 
vic(‘ (d* lh(* rnilcd Slab^s, r(‘serving to the States respectively, the 
A jjpoininuMit of lli(‘ OOlcc^rs, and (he Aulhority of training the Militia 
jH‘c(?rding lo ilH‘ discljrline prc'scidhed l)y Congress; 

Ik? (‘xcu'cisc! (wclusivo liC^gislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such 
Disirici (iH?i exceeding tcui Mile's scpuire) as may, by Cession of par- 
(icmlar Slalcs, and (In* Aca'cqtlaiK'c of Congress, become the State of 
(1h‘ C c?V(‘ii!im‘nl of (lu' UniicMl States, and to exercise like Authority 
o\(U' all Pluivs purehascMi iiy ific' Consent (?f (he Legislature of the 
Slab' in which ilu' SaiiH' shall he, for Ihe Erection of Forts, Maga- 
zines, Arscmals, dock khirds, and (?tlK‘r iKH'dful Ihiildings; — And 

To make' all lu'iws whhdi shall be- nc'cessary and pro])er for carrying 
into 1‘Ac'c‘iit ion tin* rorc\’»:oing P(?\v(M's, and all other Powers vested 
i?y ilt(* <k>mdiluli<u! in tin* < lovcuaumml of the Ihiited States or in 
any I >c'parl numi c?!* C lOlc'ca* tliercajf. 



{ 


iXMlto 1'lu‘ luHVcr t<i lay Jind collect: Uixas on 

A uiciMlnis'in H , Arlk'h* XVI.) 


Sec. <), Povvera Dunied to Congress. Tlu' Migi-alion or Tinporta- 
iidii of siK'ii Persons ns niiy of (lie Stales now’- existing sliall tliink 
[tfoper to ndinil, s!i;ill not h(> proliiliited by the Congress prior to 
the Year oiii' (I'.oiisinitl (Mirli! lunidred and eight, but a Tax or duty 
may he imposed on sm-li Imporation, not exceeding ten dollars for 
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The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be sns|)eu(ied, 
unless when in Cases of Eebellion or Invasion the public Safety may 
require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Pro- 
portion to the Census or Enumeration hereinbefore directed to be 
taken. 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles ex[)orte(l from any State. 

No Preference shall be given by any Kegulatiou of Couimerce or 
Revenue to the Ports of one State over those of another; nor shall 
Vessels bound to, or from, one State, be obliged to (mtei*, (dear, or pay 
Duties in another. 

No Money shall be drawn from the Trc^asnry, but in ConscMpietice 
of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Ac- 
count of the Recei])ts and Expend itiin^s of all publics Mom^y shall 
be published from time to time. 

No title of Nobility shall be granted by the Huitc^d States: And 
no Person holding any oftice of Profit or Trust umhu* them, shall, 
without the Consent of the Oongia^ss, acaa^jit of any prtsscmt. Emolu- 
ment, Office, or Title, of any kind whaieve!’, from any King, Princcy or 
foreign State. 

Sec. 10. Restrictions on Powers of States. No State* sliall enter 
into any Treaty, Allianc(% or Conf(‘d<‘ration ; grant !a‘t((‘rs of MaiaiUC! 
and Reprisal; coin Mornyy; emit Bills of (h’(Mlit; make any Thing 
bnt gold and silver ('oin a T(*n(l<*r in Payment of l)(*hts; pass any 
Bill of Attainder, ex [losl facto lauv, or Law impairing the Obliga- 
tion of Oontraets, or granl any Tith* of Nobility. 

No State shall, without tin* Cons<‘n( of (h<* Congru^ss, lay any Im- 
posts or Duti(*s on Inqiorts or Expoids, (‘Xcc^pt wliat may 1 h* abso 
lutely neemsary for excsailing it's inspesdion La\vs; and tin* net Pro 
ducc^ of all Duti(‘s and Imposts, laid by any StaU* on Imports or 
Kxfiorts, shall he for tin* use of tin* Tieasuiy (jf (lie Cnited Hfati^s; 
and all such Laws shall Ik* snl>j<‘cl to tin* Ihnishm and Control of 
tin* Congress. 

No State shall, witlioul (In* Oonsent of (hmgr(\s.s, lay any Duty 
of Tonnage, Troojis, or Ships of War in turn* P(*a(*(% ent(*r 

into any AgrcHummt or Compact with anotlnn* S(a((% or with a foradgn 
Power, or (^ngage in War, nrd(sss acliially invad(‘d, or in rnivh ine 
minent I>iiiig(H* as will not admit of delay. 
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AKTICLE II. 

Sec. 1. Executive Power. Presideutial Electors. Qualifications 
• President. Vacancy. Compensation. Oath. The executive 
Dwer shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. 
.6 shall hold his Office during (lie Term of four Years, and, together 
ith the Vice ih'esident, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as 
)llo ws : 

lOacli State shall apjmintj in such manner as the Legislature thereof 
lay direcd, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole number of 
icnatoi s and Representatives to which the State may be entitled in 
he (JongriNss; but no Senator or Eepresentative, or Person holding 
n Otli(*e. of Trust or Profit under the United States, shall be ap- 
pointed an Elector. ^ 

[The hllectoi's shall meet in their respective States, and vote by 
ballot for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabi- 
ant of tlu^ same Stale with themselves. And they shall make a 
[jist of all the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for 
‘ach ; whicji last tln^y shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to 
thc^ SiNit <d' lh(.^ (h)V(UMnneat of the United States, directed to the 
I*r(*sid<‘nt of tln^ Sianite. The President of the Senate sliall, in the 
Pi(^s(‘nc(^. of the Senate and House of Re[)reseutatives, open all the 
(^(udilicatc's, and tin* Vot<\s shall then be counted. The Person having 
the gr'eatest Numlxu* of Votes shall he the President, if such Number 
be a majority of the whoU^ Number of h]l<M‘tors appointed; and if 
therc^ b(^ mori^ than om^ who have such Majority, and have an equal 
Number of V'ot(‘s, them the Houses of Representatives shall immedi- 
ately ehuse by Pallet one. of thmn for President; and if no Person have 
a Majority, thc^n from the Hv(^ highest on the List the said House 
Hliall iu lik<» Manner ehuse, tiu* President. Put in chusing the Presi- 
dent, the Vot(‘s shall be takem by States, the Representation from 
<*neh State having on(‘ Voie^; A <|norum for this Pinqpose shall con- 
Hist of a Memh(U' or M(unb(u\s from two thirds of the States, and a 
Majority of all the States shall he necessaiy to a Choice. In every 
Cases aftem th(‘ Choin^ of the President, the Person having the great- 
est Numlper of Votes of the Electors shall he the Vice President. But 
, if there should rcunain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate 
i shall ehuse fiom them by Ballot the Vice President.] 

* The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, 
I and the Day on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall 
he the same throughout the United States. 
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No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Ci h^en ox tlie United 
States, at tbe time of the ildoption of this Constitniion, shall be 
eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Per>s()n be eligible 
to that Office who shall not have attained to tlie Age of tliirty five 
Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from Cdu'e, or of his 
Deaths Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties 
of the said Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice Ih*esident, and 
the Congress may by Law provide for the Case of liemoval, Death, 
Resignation, or Inability, both of the President and Vice President, 
declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer 
shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President 
shall be elected. 

The President shall, at state<l Times, recenve for his Sm*vi(*es, a 
Compensation, whicli shall neither be encreased nor diminished diir- 
ing the Period for which he shall have been ehH‘((‘d, and shall not 
receive within that Period anj'- oilier TCinolument from the United 
States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Ollice, lu^ shall take the 
following Oath or Affirniation :““I do soh^mnly swe^ar (or affirm) 
that I will faithfully execute the Office of Pr(‘si<1(Mi( of (he Uuited 
States, and will to the best of my Ability, [ir('s(U‘V(\ proichd ami de- 
fend the Constitution of (he United States.’’ 

The (‘huiHe of tluH Koctioii encloHea in hmokchM hos h<M*n hy tin* 

tw(‘lft;h nm(‘ndnii<‘nt, which aincnchnciit nl.so prcscrihcH tin* qiinHfScnti<»ns for the 
odice <)f Vice PreHident. S<m* AmenduientH, Articl<‘ XITd 

Sec. 2. President to Be Cominander-imChief of Army and Navy, 
General Powers. Tin* Pr(‘si<l(*nt shall he* (hHiimamler in Uhief of 
th.e Army and Navy of Die Unil<Ml Slales, ami of (la* Militia of the 
several Siatxss, wluni ca!h‘d inlo the* a(‘lunl Hervi(a^ of the United 
States; he may recjoire the Opinion, in wi‘iting, of the principal 
Officer in (‘aeh of tin* ex(»cutiv<‘ lN*partments, up<»n any Huliject re* j 
luting to the. Dutic's of their r(ssp<M‘tiv(* 0|l!c<^s, and la* shall hnve^ j 
Power to grant lhd 4 riev<*H and Parchnis for (HlVm^cH against the 
United States, excejit in Cases of ImpeH<’hmeut. 

He shall have Po\v<m% liy and witli tlie Advi<’e ami Consent of the 
Senate, to make Treat i(ss, provided two thirds <»f tln^ Senators pres- 
ent concur; and he sliall nominate, and hy and with tin* AdvicT and 
Consent of the Semite, sliall appoint AmlmsHadors, other puldic 
Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme^ Court, ami all oilier 
Officers of the United States, whose Appointmemfs are not herein 
otherwise provided for, and wliich shall he estalilished hy r 4 nv; bur 
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I the Congress may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior 
lOfficers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts 
|of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may 
^happen during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions 
, which shall expire at the End of their next Session. 

: Sec. 3. Additional Powers and Duties of President He shall from 
' time to time give to the Congress Information of the State of the 
Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he 
I shall judge necessary and expedient ; he may, on extraordinary Oc- 
j casions, convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Dis- 
I agreement between them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, 

' he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall 
( receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers ; he shall take Care 
I that the Laws he faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the 
i ofFicei's of the United States. 

i Sec. 4. Civil Officers Removable by Impeachment. The President, 
i Vice Pre.sident and all civil Officers of the United States, shall be 
removed from Office on Iinpeachment for, and Conviction of. Treason, 
Hrihery, or otluiv high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 


ARTICLE III. 



I Sec. 1, Judicial Power. Term and Compensation of Judges. The 
I .Tndidal Power of (lie Uniled Slates, shall be vested in one supreme 
; Court, aud in su<‘1i inferior Oonrls as the Congress may from time to 
time ordain and {islahlish, Tlie Judges, holh of the supreme and in- 
ferior Courls, shall hold tlieir offices during good Behavior, and 
shall, at sillied Times, receive for llieir Services, a Compensation, 
which shall nol be diminished during their Conlinnanee in Office. 

I Sec. 2. Jurisdiction of Courts. Trial by Jury; The judicial 
power shall exletul to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising under 
this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, 

’ or which siiall he made, under their Authority; — to all Cases affecting 
I Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls; — to all Cases of 
I admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction; — to Controversies to which the 
e ' United Slates shall be a Party; — to Controversies between two or 
more States; — between a State and Citizens of another State; — be- 
! tween Citizens of different States, -^-hetween Citizens of the same 
State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between 
a State, or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Sub- 
jects- 
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In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, otluM- j ii lie Ministers and 
Consuls, and those in which a State shall be '’.n- the supreme Court 
shall have original Jurisdiction. In all tin oil; 3:ises, before men- 
tioned, the supreme Court shall have apiellai. Turisdiction, both 
as to Law and Fact, with such E.xceptions, and under such Regula- 
tions as the Congress shall make. 

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeadinnmt, shall be 
by Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the St;it<' where (h(» siiid 
Crimes shall have been committed; but when not eoininitlcul within 
any State, the Trial shall be at such Place or Idaces as (he Congress 
may by Law have directed. 

(Note: This section in so far as it relat<‘s to the jnristlit'fion of the courts has 
been abridged by the eleventh amendment. See Aiueiidinents, Article XT.) 




t 


Sec. 3. Treason. Treason n^i^ainst’ tho TTnitt'd States, shall eon- | ] 

sist only in lev’yin^ War aa^ainst them, or in adhering to their Kno- ' \ 

mies, giving them Aid and Ooiufort. No lNn‘soii sliall ht^ <*onvieted of j ] 
Treason unless on the Testimony of two Wi( nesses to (lie same overt r < 
Actj or on Confession in open ('lonrt. i 

The Congress shall have INnvtn* to <leelar(* the Punishnumt of 
Treason, tnit no Attainder of Tr(‘ason sluill work (•orrnfdion of 
Blood, or ■PorfeitTii e excef)t during llie LiP^ of jlM‘ ITrson Attainted. 


AKTICLM IV. 

Section 1. States to Give Full Faith and Credit to Acts and Records 
of other States. Full Failh and (haslii slmll Ih‘ given in each HinU* 
to the pnblie Arts, Iha’onls, and judicial Pro<*eedingH of every other 
State. And thO Congre^ss may hy gtmerid Ijaws prestadhe tln^ ManiHT 
in whi(*h sneh Acts, Ue<‘ords ami Pi‘ 0 (*e<Hlings sludl he proved, and the 
Effect thereof. 

Sec. 2. Privileges of Citizens. Extradition. The rifizens of each 
State shall he entitled to all Ih^ivih^ges and I mnm pities of Citizens in 
the several States. 

A Iverson diarged in any State with Treasoiu Felony, or other 
Crime, who shall flee from Justiee, and he found in another State, 
shall on Demand of the exaaaitiw Authority of tlie State from whieh 
he fled, be delivered up, to he removed to the State having Jurisdfe- 
tion of the Crime. 
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No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the 
iws thereof, escaping into anotlier, shall, in Consequence of any 
iw or Eegulatioii therein, be discharged from such Service or La- 
)ur, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such 
3rvice or Labour may be due. 

(Note: Slavery was abolished by the thirteenth amendment. See Amendments, 
rtide XIII.) 

Sec. 3. New States. Regulations Concerning Territory. New 
tates may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no new 
date shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other 
date; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more 
dates, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of 
he States , concerned as well as of the Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful 
iules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property 
)elonging to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall 
36 so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States^ 
31* of any particular State. 

Sec. 4. Republican Form of Government Guaranteed to States. 
Invasion. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this 
Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of 
them against Invasion ; and on Application of the Legislature, or of 
the Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against do- 
mestic Violence. 


ARTICLE V. 

Amendments to Constitution. The Congress, whenever two thirds 
of both IIouHeH shall deem it necessary, shall propose Amendments 
to this ConHiiiution, or, on the A]>i)lieation of the Legislatures of 
two tliirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for proposing 
Amendments, which, in either Case, shall he valid to all Intents and 
Puriioses, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legisla- 
'tures of three fourtiis of the several States, or by Conventions in 
three fourths thereof, as the one or the other Mode of Ratification 
may be proposed by the Congress: Provided that no Amendment 
which may be made prior to the Year One Thousand eight hundred 
and eight shall in any Manner effect the first and fourth Clauses in 
the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State, without 
its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate. 


273 




^ 1789, U. S., Article VL 


AETICLE VI. 

Debts of the Confederation. Constitution, Laws and Treaties to 
be Supreme. Oath of Officers. Eo Religious Test. All Debts con- 
tracted and Engagements entered itito, before the Adoption of this 
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this 
Constitution, as under the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United KSIates which shall 
be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which 
shall be made, under the Authority of the United States, shall be the 
supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges in every State sliall be 
bound thereby, any Thing in the Conslitution or Laws of any State 
to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before inenlioned, and the Mem- 
bers of the several State Legislatures, ami all executive and judicial 
Officers, both of the United States and of the several States shall 
be boniid by Oath or airirmation, io support this Constitution ; but 
no religions Test shall ever be recpiired as a Qiialituaition to any 
Office or public Trust under tlie United States, 


ARTICLE Vir. 

When Constitution To Be Ratified. The Ratification of the Oon| 
ventions of nim^ Sta((‘s, shall be sunicl<mt for tlie I'lstabliHlunent of 
this Constitution ladwcMui the States so ratifying the Same. 

DONE in Oomamtioii by the Unanimous Cot)8<‘nt (»f tin* Htat<‘s pres^ | 
ent the Seven(e<mlh Day of SefMemb(U’ in the Y<mr of <»ur Lord 
one thousand s(‘V(‘n luimlred and Eighty Ht‘vcu ami cj the Inde’ 
pendence of the United Statics of America llie Twcdfth In Witness 
whereof We have Inn'eunto sulmcrihed onr Namt‘M, 

(to. WASUiN(tTON 
Piwhicnt and di^jaity from Virginia. 

Attest 

WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 

New Hampshire, 

JOHN LANGDON. NICIIOI.AS (HLMAN. 
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j Massachiisetts. 

'j NATHANIEL GOEHAM. RUFUS KING. 


Connecticut. 

WM. SAML. JOHNSON. ROGER SHERMAN. 


New York. 


ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 




( WIL. LIVINGSTON. 
I DAVID BREARLEY. 


I B. FRANKLIN. 

; THOMAS MIFFLIN. 
[ ROBT. MORRIS, 
i GEO. OLYMER. 


GEO: READ. 


New Jersey. 

WM. PATTERSON. 
JONA: DAYTON. 

Pennsylvania. 

THOS. FITZSIMMONS. 
JARED INGERSOLL. 
JAMES WILSON. 
GOUV MORRIS. 

Delaware. 

RICHARD BASSETT. 


GUNNING BEDFORD, Jun. JAOO: BROOM. 

JOHN DICKINSON. 

Maryland. 

JAMES McHENRY. DANL. CARROLL. 

DAN OF ST. THOS. JENIFER. 


JOHN BLAIR. 


Virginia. 

JAMES MADDISON, Jr. 


North Carolina. 

WM. BLOUNT. HU. WILLIAMSON. 

RICH. DOBBS SPAIGHT. 

South Carolina. 

J RUTLEDGE. CHARLES PINCKNEY. 

* CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY. PIERCE BUTLER. 




Li 


WILLIAM FEW. 


Georgia. 

ABR. BALDWIN. 


Attest: 

WILLIAM JACKSON, Secretary. 
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AMENDMENTS. 

AMENDMENTS OP THE CONSTITUTION OP THE TTNTTED 

STATES OP AMERICA, PROPOSED BY CONCRI-ISS, AND 

RATIPIED BY THE LEGISLATURE OP THE SEVERAL 

STATES PURSUANT TO THE PIB^TH ARTICLE OP THE 

ORIGINAL CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

Freedom of Religion, Speecli and Press. Right of Petition. Con- 
gress shall make no law respeoting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to as- 
semble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

ARTICLE II. 

Right of People to Bear Arms. A well regulated Militia, being 
necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to 
keep and bear Arms, shall not he infringed. 

ARTICLE HI. 

Quartering of Troops. No SoUrnu' .shall, in lime of peace, he quar- 
tered in any house, without the c<tns(“nt of the Owner, nor in time 
of war, but in a manner to he prescribed by law. 

ARTICLIO IV. 

Persons and Houses to be Secure From Unreasonable Searches and 
Seizures. The right of the people to be secure in tlu'ir perHons, 
houses, papers, and ell'ects, agalut unr(n»sonable K(‘.ar<-heN and HOizures, 
shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable 
cause, supported by Oath or alllrmation, and particularly desiwibing 
the place to he searched, and tin; persons ttr tliijigs to he seiml. 

ARTICLE V. 

Trials for Crimes. Compensation for Private Property Taken for 
Public Use. No person shall be held to answer for a caivital, or other- 
wise infamous crime, unless on a [tresentmeut or indictment of a 
Grand Jury, except in eases arising in the land or naval forces, or 
in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public 
danger; nor shall any person he subject for the same offence to be 
twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall he compelled in any 
Criminal Case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of 

276 



1789, U. S., Amendments. 

life, liberty, or property, witliovit due process of law; nor shall 
private property be taken for public use, without just compensation. 


AKTIOLE VI. 

Rights of Accused Persons in Criminal Prosecutions. In all 
criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy 
and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district 
wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall 
have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the 
nature and cause of the accusation ; to be confronted with the wit- 
nesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining wit- 
nesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his de- 
fense. 


ARTICLE VII. 

Rights in Civil Suits. In suits at common law, where the value 
in controversy shall exceed twentj^ dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otheinvise re- 
examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law. 


ARTICLE VIII. 

Excessive Bail, Fines and Punishments Prohibited. Excessive 
bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 
unusual punishments inflicted. 

ARTICLE IX. 

Reserved Rights of People. The enumeration in the Constitution, 
of ceriain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
r(‘tained by the people. 


ARTICLE X. 

Powers not Delegated, Reserved to States and People. The powers 
now delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor pro- 
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, 
or to the people. 

(Note; The first ten amendments to the' Constitution were submitted to the legis- 
latures o£ the several States by a resolution of Congress passed September 25, 1789. 
They were finally adopted December 15, 1791.) 
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ARTICLE Xr. 

Judicial Power Restricted. The Judicial power of the I Tinted 
States shall not be construed to extend to any suit in lii \v or (Mpiiiy, 
commenced or prosecuted against one of the Uniled Stal(\s by tb(I- 
zens of anotlier State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any I'oreign 
State. 

(Note: The eleventh amendment to the Constitulum w;ns submit i<'d {o tlie 
latiires of the several States by a resolution of Pon^n'SH passed SepUanher 5, 171)4, 
and on January 8, 1798 was declared by the rresideut iii a messnp;-e to ( 'oiiki‘<*hs to 
have been adopted by the legislatures of tlmie tourths of the States.) 


AKTICLE XII. 

Mode of Electing President and Vice President by Electors. The 
Electors shall meet in their respective stales, and by ballot 

for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at h*as(, siiall not 
be an inhabitant of the same Stale with themselves; iUoy shall name 
in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in clLstiiud 
ballots the person voted for as Vice President, and tlH‘y shall make 
distinct lists of all persons voted for as Ib’esident, and of all [mr- 
sons voted for as Vice-President, amS of (he numbetr of volt\s for 
each, which lists they shall sign and emniry, ami iraiismil seabal to 
the seat of the govenimeiit of the Uniteil Siales, dirmdml (u (Ik* Prc‘si» 
dent of the Senate;— The President of tlw^ Simate shall, in the pres- 
ence of the Senate and House of K<^pres(‘ntaliv(‘s, opcm all (Ik* vevih 
ficates and the votes shall then be couultai Tlu* p<*r.siin liaving (Ik* 
greatest number of votes for Ib’esKi(‘n(, shall Im tin* i*i*i*.si<ieu(, if 
such number be a majority of the wliob* numlH*r <d lh«*(‘tors ap^ 
pointed; and if no person have such majority, (hen fKaii fin* pc'rsons 
having the highest numbers not ex<'(‘(‘(iing thr<‘e on (he list of those 
voted for as President, (he Uoust* of iteplH‘He^(a^i\e^4 slial! (hemse 
immediately, by ballot, (he President. Hut in choosing iiic Vrvnl 
dent, the votes shall he taken hy s(a((*s, the represeniauon from eac*h 
state having one vote; a <piorum for this purpose, shall iamslst u( 
a member or members from two tiiirds of the* stuU*H, ami a majority 
of all the states shall be necessary to a eiudee. Ami if ifu* House 
of Itepresentatives shall not choose a Pr(*sid(‘iU \vfii‘nc\er tlii* rigid 
of choice shall devolve upon tliem, hefori* the fourth day of *\larcli 
next following, then the Vice-President shall act as PreKidc*nl, as in 
the case of the death or other constitutional iILsaldlity of the 
dent The person having the greabhst number of voI(*h as \l(*e- 
President, shall be the Vice-President, if su<*h number l)e a majority 
of the whole number of Electors appointcsl, and if no pi*rsoiis have 
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a majority, tlieu from tlie two liigliest numbers on the list, the Sen- 
ate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall 
consist of two -thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a ma- 
jority of the whole uiiiiiber shall be necessary to a choice. But no 
person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be 
eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 


(Note: The twelfth ameiKlment to the Constitution was submitted to the legis- 
latures of the several States by a resolution of Congress passed on December 12, 
1803 and was ratified by three-fourths of the States in 1804 according to a proclama- 
tion of tlie Secretary of State, dated September 25, 1804). 


ARTICLE XIII. 

Sec, 1. Slavery Prohibited. Neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude, except as a punish meiit for crime whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted, sliall exist within the United States, or any 
place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Sec. 2. Congress Given Power to Enforce Article. Congress shall 
ha\'e power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

(Note: The tlurtooiith ainondmeiit to the Constitution was submitted to the legis- 
latures of tln^ several States by a resolution of Congress passed February 1, 1865, 
and was adoihed, according to a proclamation of the Secretary of State dated 
December 18, 1865). 


ARTICLE XIV. 

Sec. 1. Citizenship Defined. Privileges of Citizens. All persons 
born or naluralizcd in the United States, and subject to the juris- 
dicCioii (lioreof, arc citizens of the United States and of the State 
wherein they I'eside. No State shall make or enforce any law which 
shall ahrid;,':e (he i»rivileffes or immunities of citizens of the United 
Slates; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
projierly, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within 
its jurisdiction (he equal protection of the laws. 

Sec. 2. Apportionment of Representatives. Representatives shall 
be apiiortioned ainong the several States according to their respective 
iiuinhers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, exclud- 
ing Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election 
for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the 
United States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Ju- 
dicial officers of a State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, 
is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such State, being twenty- 
one years of age, and. citizens of tbe United States, or in any way 
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abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the 
basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion 
which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole num- 
ber of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such Slate. 

Sec. 3. Disqualification for OfiBce. Removal of Disability. No 
person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector 
of President and Vice-President, or liold any ollice, civil or military, 
under the United States, or under any State, who, having previously 
taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an oHicer of the United 
States, or as a member of any State legislatui-e, or as an exe<-utive 
or judicial officer of any State, to support the Ooiustilution of the 
United States, shall have engaged in insnriection or rebellion against 
the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Con- 
gress may by a vote of two- thirds of each House, remove sucli dis- 
ability. 

Sec. 4. Public Debt not to be Questioned. Payment of Debts and 
Claims Incurred in Aid of Rebellion Forbidden. Tlui validity of the 
public debt of the United States, authorized by law, including debts 
incurred for payment of pensions and hounli(>s for s(‘rvic(‘s in sup- 
pressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be (imwtione<I. Hut 
neither the United States nor any Stat<‘ shall assume or pay any 
debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against 
the United States, or any claim for the loss or (‘tnanciiiation of any 
slave; but all such debts, obligations ami claims shall be held illegal 
and void. 

Sec. 5. Congress Given Power to Enforce Article. The Congress 
shall have power to enforce, by approi>riate legislation, tlui provisions 
of this article. 

(Kotn: The four toon t:h lunoiMlnicnt tu the (’ctiHtitutioii wbh fHihmittinl h* the Ic^Ih 
latureH of the Hcvcrul StiitOH by a rcHoluthai irnnHutl .Ibih' HI* IHikl, ntul w tH 
amirdinj? to a proclnmnilon of the SucrcUiry of tinted .lidy IHdH.l 


AHTIOLK XV. 

Sec. 1. Right of Certain Citizmu to 'Vote Established. The right 
of cilizeuM of the IFuiltHl Htuton lo vote Hlmll ihiI bo tliniitHl or ahrldgod 
by the lJuitcMl Htatos or by any Hlate, on lua’oiml at color, or 

previous condition of nervilude. 

Sec. 2. Congress Given Power to Enforce Article. The Coiigress 
shall have power (o enforce this article hy ivp|>roprlate legislation. 

(Note: The fifteenth amentlment to the (hmHtitiition was Huliodtietl to the 
latures of Keveral Statew by a resolution of (kmgreHH csikhihI I»'eliruary 27 , IIWI find 
was adopted aceordini? to a proelamation of tlie Bemttary tif Btate. dated Miireli 
SO, 1870). 
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AETICLE XVI. 

Congress Given Power to Lay and Collect Taxes on Incomes. The 
Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from 
whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several 
States, and without regard to any census of enumeration. 

(Note: The sixteenth amendment to the Constitution was submitted to the legis- 
latures of the several States by a resolution of Congress, passed July 12, 190&, and 
was adopted according to a proclamation of the Secretary of State dated February 
25, 1913.) 


ARTICLE XVII. 

Election of United States Senators. Filling of Vacancies. Quali- 
fications of Electors. The Senate of the United States shall be 
composed of two Senators from each State, elected by the people 
thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one vote. The 
electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for 
electors of the most numerous branch of the State legislature. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the 
Senate, the executive authority of such State shall issue writs of 
election to fill such vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any 
State may empower the executive thereof to make temporary appoint- 
ment until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature 
may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election 
or term of any Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the 
Constitution. 

(Note: The seventeenth amendment to the Constitution was submitted to the 
legislatures of the several States by a resolution of Congress passed May 15, 1912, 
and was adopted according to a proclamation of the Secretary of State, dated May 
31, 1913.) 


18 
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Art. XVIIL Sec. 1. Liquor for Beverage Purposes Prohibited. 
After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, 
sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importa- 
tion thereof into, or the exportation thereof from the United States 
and all territory subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage pur- 
poses is hereby prohibited. 

Sec. 2. Concurrent Power to Enforce Article. The Congress and 
the several States shall have concurrent power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation. 

Sec. 3. Inoperative Unless Ratified Within Seven Years. This 
article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several 
States, as provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the 
date of the submission hereof to the States by the Congress, 

(Note: The eighteenth amendmt^nt to the Constitution was submitted to 
the logialuturea of tlie several States by resolution of CongW'ss passed December 
18, 1917, an<I was adopted according to a proclamation of the Secretary of 
State, dated January 29, 1910.) 

Art. XIX. Women’s Suffrage. The right of citizens of United 
States to vote shall not l)e denied or abridged l>y the Unit<'d States 
or by any State on account of sex. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. 

(Note: Tltc nineteenth amendment; to tine Clonatitutlon waa wubmltted to 
the legialiitures of the m^verid by nwilution <if (hnigreaa piiit«ed Jimc 4. 

1919, and wait adopted aecordhig to a imwdiimnflori of tin* of 

datiKl Aupiat 26, tmi) # ^ f 
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Art. Sec. 
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ACTS, of States, Congress to prescribe method of proving, IV I 

Records and judicial proceedings of each State entitled to faith 

and credit in other States, lY i 
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CongresH given pow<‘r to raise and support, I 8 

ARMS, Right of people to k(*ep and bear, (Amendments), II 
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Not returned in ten days to be laws, unless adjournment inter 
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287 


VIII 

I 8 

I 7 

I 7 

I 7 




INDEX. 


Art. 

: J ..r attainder. Congress not to pass, ^ 

^ H Ti- >t to pass, j 

States not to emit, •* 

; . ■ C,- ! ; . .•,*» -«r«l tor Oo,«.nt •« »< » “ xiV 

■ \ °uF THE PEACE, Senators and representatives guilty ^ 

Civil officers to be removed for, by impeacbment. .. II 

• ll'IT ITU *N' TAX. to be laid in proportion to census, I 

rAFri-RES. On land and water. Congress given power to make ^ 

rulrs concerning, 

FEXSUS, or Enumeration to be made every ten years, i 

I’HIEF JUSTICE, of Supreme Court, -when to sit in impeach- 
ments y\'‘ 

t’lTIZENS, of each State to be entitled to privileges of citizens in 

the several States, 

Privileges or immunities of, not to be abridged by any State, 

/Amendments), 

Eights of to vote not to be abridged on account of race, color 

t»r servitude, (Amendments), 

Who are, of the U. S., (Amendments), XIV 

CIVIL OFFICERS, Removable by impeachment, II 

CLAIMS, of the United States and States not to be prejudiced, . . IV 

COASTING TRADE, Regulations respecting, I 

COIN, Congress to provide punishment for counterfeiting of, I 

Foreign, Congress given power to regulate value of, I 

Gold and sEver to be legal tender, I 

COIN MONEY, Congress given power to, I 

No State to, I 

COLOR, Right of citizens to vote not to be denied on account of, 

(Amendments) , XV 

COMMERCE, Congress given power to regulate, I 

Regulations respecting, to be equal and uniform, I 

COMMISSIONS, to be granted by President, IT 

COMMON DEFENCE, Congress given power to provide for, .. I 

To provide for object of Constitution, Preamble. 

COMMON LAW, Suits at, certain to be tried by jury, To be fol- 
lowed, (Amendments), VIT 

COMPACT, State not to enter into with other States or foreign 

power, j 

COMPENSATION, of Senators and representatives to bo ascer- 
tained , j 

To be made for taking of private property for public use, 

(Amendments) , y 

COMPOSITION, of House of Representatives, I 

Of Senate, j 

COMPLMORY PROCESS, Persons accused of crime to have, 

(Amendments), * ™ 

CONFEDERATTA^. states not to eutertato,' J 


Sec. 

9 

10 

10 


1 

1 

4 

3 

9 

8 

8 

10 

8 

10 

1 

8 

0 

2 

8 


10 

d 


10 


288 


INDEX. 


CONGRESS, See also REPRESENTATIVES, SENATE AND 
SENATORS. 

Apportionment of representatioii in, (Amendments), XIV 

Certain powers denied to, (Amendments), I 

General powers of, j 

Given power to enforce the 14th and 15th amendments, (Amend- 

mmts), ..XIV, XV 

Lc^cislative power vested in, I 

Line of succession for President, to prescribe, IT 

May by law vest the appointment of inferior officers, II 

May declare the punishment for treason, HI 

May determine the time of dioosing presidential electors, .. 11 
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property , ly 

May enforce provisions of Constitution abolishing slavery, 

(Amendments) , XIII 

May establish inferior courts, Ill 
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Mjiy prescribe the manner of proving acts and records of 
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IVlay provide for filling of vacancy in case of death of President 
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Senators to be elected 


by people, (Amemimtml»>, 
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XII 

XVIf 
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INDEX. 


Art. 

ELECTORS, Presidential, how chosen, II 

Presidential, meeting!: and duties, (Amendments), XII 

Presidential, persons engaged in insurrection or rebellion not 

to be, (Amendments), XIV 

Presidential, public officers not to serve, II 

Qualifications of, to vote for Senator, (Amendments), XVII 

Qualifications of, to vote for representatives, I 

EMANCIPATION, of slaves, loss not to be paid or assumed, 

(Amendments) , XIV 

EMINENT DOMAIN, Just compensation to be made for property 

taken, (Amendments), y 

EMOLUMENTS, from foreign powers to officers prohibited, .. I 
ENGAGEMENTS, of U. S. under articles of Confederation, to 

be valid, yi 

ENUMERATION, of persons when to be made, I 

EXCISES, Congress given power to lay and collect, I 

To be uniform, I 

EXECUTIVE. See also PRESIDENT. 

Of States to deliver up to other States, persons charged with 

(Times, IV 

Of Stat<*s, to issue writs of election to fill vacancies in House,, I 

Of States, to issue writs of election to fill vacancies in Senate, 

(Amendments), XYIl 

EXECirriVE DEPARTMENTS, Recpiired to furnish prc'sident 

with opinions II 

EXECUTIVE POWERS, vested in IWident 11 

EXPENDITURES, Accounts of, to be published, I 

EXPORTS, not to be tax(^d, I 

Stub's not to lay duties on, I 

EX-POST FACTO lAW, Not to be passed by Congress, I 

States not to pass, I 

EXTRADmON, of INtsotis cliarg(*(l with certain crimes and 

IHU'Sons held to labor and serviee IV 


Sec. . 

1 


3 
1 

2 

4 


9 


8 

8 


2 

2 


2 

1 

9 

9 

10 

9 

10 

2 


FELONIES, on high seas, CongiTSs to have power to punish, .. X 8 

FEIXINY, SenatorH and repiTsentatives guilty of, not privileged 

from arrest, I 6 

FINES, ExcchhIvc, not to be imposed, (Amendments) VIII 

FLREION coin, Congress given iiovver to regulate value of , . . I 8 

FORTS, Idaees pur<ffinHc‘d for erection ot, (kaigress given power 

of b^gislntion ov(T, I 8 

FUGITIVES, to be delivered up IV 2 

GENERAL WELFARE, Congn'ss given power to provide for, . . I S 

To promote, obj('(»t of Constitution, Preamble. 

GOLD COIN, to be legal tender I 10 

GOVERNMENT. Republicrin form of, guaranteed to each State, IV 4 

GRAND JURY, Persons hold for infamous crimes to answer on 

presentment of, only, (Amendments), V 
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HABEAS CORPUS, Writ of, not to be suspended except in 

certain cases, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. See REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. 


IMMUNITIES, of members of Con^jress, I 

IMPEACHMENTS, Chief justice of Supreme Court, when to sit 

in, ^ 

Civil officers liable to, II 

House of Representatives to have sole power of, I 

Judgment in eases of, I 

Persons impeached liable to indictment trial, ’judgnuuit and 

punishment, I 

President not to grant pardons in cases of, II 

Quorum of Senators reauired to be present I 

To be tried by Senate, I 

IMPORTATIONS, of slaves not prohibit'd until hSOH, t 

IMPORTS, States prohibited from laying duties on I 

IMPOSTS, Congress given power to lay and collect f 

States not to lay except when necessary, t 



To be uniform, 

INCOMES, Congress given power to lay and collect tact's on, 

(Amendments) , 

INCOMPATIBLE OFFICES, Certain offices declared t.» he, , , 
INDEBTEDNESS, Congress given power to luirmw money, .. 
INDIAN TRIBES, Congress given pow<*r to regulate enmrnerce 

with, 

INDICTMENT, of persons charged with irifatmaiH 

(Amendments) , 

Persons impeached, to be liable to 

INSURRECTION, Congress may eall forth militia to 

Debts incurred in aid of not to be aHsmned or paiil, f Amend 

ments) , 

Disability of persons who have engaged in. t Atnetidiaetit^h 
INVASION, Congress may call forth militia h» repel, 

United States to protect each Stat<» agalnat, . . , , . 

INVENTORS, Congress may give ex<‘l naive rightn fer I Imlf rd 
times, 


JEOPARDY, Persons not to be put Iwb-e in, f„r 

(Amendments) , 

JOURNAL, of each house, to he piildiahed, 

Of proceedings, each house to keep, 

Yeas and nays may be entered on 

t.iU .,v,.r Vrl... 

JUDGES. See also COURTS. 

Compensation of. 

Of ^tates bound by Oonsfituti'on',’ ’ 'biws ' an.l f r..„ri..« of 



IKDEX. 


Art. Sec. 

Of Supremo Court, l^rosident to appoint with advice and con- 
sent of Senate, 

To hold oilice during good behavior, HI 

TUDIOXATj power, not to extend to certain suits, (Amend- 
ments) , 

judiciary, Power of tlie, HI 

JUDGMENT, Persons impeached, liable to, I 

JUUISOK'/J'ION, of Courts, HI 

Of courts, restricted, (Amendments), XI 

Of Supreme Court, original and appellate, HI 

TTTRY a(M'us(Hl persons to have speedy public trial by, (Amend- 

ment s) , ttt 

Trial by, in criminal cases, 

Trial by, of suits at common law, (Amendments), VII 

JUSTKdd, to establish, object of Constitution, Preamble. 

IjAND forces, Congress given power to mahe rules for gov- ^ 

<‘nimeut of, *.**'**’ V* 

LAW OF THE LAND, Constitution, laws and treaties to be 

Huprenus “ 

J AW OF NATIONS, Congress given power to provide for ot- ^ 

fetuM'S against, 

laws, (MngreHs to bav(‘ power to make, to carry into effect the ^ 

( burnt itiuhm, tv 

(’.uiNtitutiou «n<l troutioH to Ix' Hupromc law of land. iV 

Matuior of 

I’l'cHitloiit to H0<*, oxoouted, ^ 

M'XIAI' 'ri'INIHi'U, what to ooimtitiito 

MOtilHI-ATION, ox.'lualvo. ('oiiKroaa givoii, over District of Col- ^ 

I.IOtiiSDATIVD i'OWlOUS, Deiiit'd t<i States. See STATUS, I 

V('h1c( 1 in (buigresH, * 

l.KCISl-ATmtKS. of States, eons.u.t of rei|uire<l wliero new 

State Is fonued witWn Jurisdietlon of former one, .... 

tlf Stat.'S. .aa.v ean.ower ex.-eotive to make temimrary appoint- 

ini'iits of C. H. Senators. 

(If States, times, plaees «ml manner of holiliuK eleetions of ^ 

U S. Scpntt>rH to b(‘ prcH(‘i‘Ua*d by, * 

LlIlEirrY, Pt'raotm not to be <leprlved of, witlunit due procc.ss o y ^ 

law, ’ V,! ' V, * PrmimbV. 

To se<mre l.leHsioK of. ol.Jeet of ( .onstltulioii, 

1...,.HOOS uot to lie deprived of without due proi-eSH of law. ^ 

fAmcmlimuits) * j 

loans, (bmgrcHH given authority to make, 

MACA/.INDS, Plaees purelmsed for ereetion of, Congress given ^ 

nower of legwlation over, 

MAIIQIIIO AND UldPllISAD, Congress given power gran ^ 

letters of, I 

States not to grant letters of, ***^ , .r T 

measures, Congress givcm power to presen e s an 
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INDEX. 

Art. 

MEMBEES OF CONGEESS. See REPEESENTATIVES and 


SENATORS. 

MIGRATION, of slaves not prohibited prior to 1808, I 

MILITIA, A well regulated militia necessary to a free State, 

(Amendments) , II 

Congress given power to arm, organize and discipline, I 

Congress given power to govern, such part as is employed in 

service of U. S., I 

President to be Commander-in-Chief, II 

To be officered and trained by States, I 

MINISTERS, President to appoint with advice and consent of 

Senate, ! II 

MONEY, Congress given power to borrow, I 

Congress given power to coin and regulate value, I 

Congress to provide for punishment for counterfeiting of, I 

Gold and silver coin to be legal tender, I 

Not to be drawn from treasury except pursuant to appro- 
priation, I 

States not to coin, I 

NATURALIZATION, Congress given power to establish uni- 
form rules of, I 

NAVY, Congress given power to make rules for government of, I 

Congress given power to provide a, and govern, I 

President to be Commander-in-Chief of, II 

NAVAL FORCES, Congress given power to make rules for 

government of, I 

NAYS, When passing bill over veto, to be taken and entered on 

journal, I 

When to be entered on journal, I 

NEW STATES, how admitted, IV 

NOBILITY, titles of, not to be granted, I 

By States, I 

OATH, of public officers, VI 

Of the President, II 

Senators to be on, when sitting on impeachments, I 

OBLIGATION OF CONTRACTS, States not to pass law im- 
pairing the, I 

OFFENCES, against law of nations. Congress given power to 

punish, I 

OFFICE, Who disqualified from holding, (Amendments), XIV 

OFFICERS, Civil may be removed by impeachment, II 

.Not to accept presents, titles, etc., from foreign powers with- 
out consent of Congress, I 

Of house of representatives, how chosen, I 

Of Senate, how chosen, 1 

Of U. S. and States to take oath to support the Constitution, VI 
Of U. S. President to appoint with advice and consent of 8 * 00 - 

ate, II 

OFFICES, from foreign powers to officers, prohibited, I 

ORDERS, To be presented to President for approval, procedure, I 
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INDEX, 


Art. Sec. 

iRDONS, Prosiflent may grant, except in impeachments, .... 11 2 

V.TENTS, Congress given power to grant to inventors, I 8 

<]NSI()NS, l>e])ts incurred for payment of not to be questioned, 

(Amendments), XIV 4 

COP L 10, Certain rights retained by, (Amendments), IX 

Right of to asscanhle, (Amendments), I 

Right of to petition government, (Amendments), I 

Right to bear arms not to bo infringed, (Amendments), II 

To be secure from unreasonable searches and seizures, (Amend- 
ments), IV 

ERSONH, Certain, importation of after 1808, prohibited, I 9 

Escaping, to be delivered up IV 2 

TCTITION, Right of people to, (Amendments) I 

^IRACy, Congress to prescribe punishment for, I 8 

H)RTS, No preference to be given to, I 9 

T)ST OFEICKS, Congress given power to establish, I 8 

^OBT ROAEB, Congress given power to establish, I 8 

;H)WRRB, Certain reserv(‘d to States and people, (Amendments), X 

Exe<'utive, vested in President, II 1 

Judicial, vested in courts, Ill 1 

la'gislative vi'sted in Congress, I 1 

PnWHUS OF I;E(MShATTON, denied to States, I 10 

PUESENl’B, Knnn foreign txwers, to public officers prohibitcKl, I 9 

PUFSIHENT, < N)minnnd(‘r-in’Cbief of Army and Navy, IT 2 

ConipenHalion of, II 1 

Executive powers vested in, 11 1 

In ci'rtaiu cnseH may convene or jid.iotirn Congress, IT S 

Line of Huccesshm, Congress to prescribe by law 11 1 

Manner of electing, IT 1 

XII (Arndts.) 

May apt>olnt officerH, 11 2 

May bt* Impeached, II 4 

May grant, reprieves and pardons, 11 2 

May make treaties, 11 2 

May I’t'qnirc* opinions from heads of <lepartm<'nts, II 2 

( htth of, * — II I 

(InnlHUaitlon of, II I 

Term of, II ^ 

To <'(inualHHion otfasum, "*.* II ^ 

^Po fill vaciineieM during re<‘eHM of Benate, 11 2 

To give information to Congress, II 3 

To rtv’idvt* umbaHsadora and public ministers, H 3 

'Vo take eare laws are executed, II 3 

Vaeaney In otliee, who to net, II 1 

PRESIUENTrAl. ELE<rrORR. Bee ELECTORS. 

PREBIDENT I^RO ’'rEMPOEE, of Benate, when to act as 

T 

president of, * 

To be (‘hosen by Benate, I ^ 

PREBB, Freedom of, not to be abridged, (Amendments), I 

PRIVILECEB, of citizens of one State in other States, IV 2 

Of members of Congress, I ® 
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Art. Sec 

IM ** ipl'IlTT, f%'»ngress given power to dispose of and make rules 

. 'Mil shrill ^ 

X^t ta> !>e taken without just compensation, (Amendments), Y 
not to be deprived of without due process of law, 

I Amendments^ , ^ 

prXI?^HAfKXT, Congress to provide for, for counterfeiting, .. I 8 

rniel '^nd unusual prohibited, (Amendments), A’'III 

Pi^rsoiis impeached, liable to, I 3 

« d’AI IFICATIONS, Each house to be judge of, as to its mem- 

. I 5 

F'nr ofTicp, no religions test required, yi 

Of ^iiiaotors voting for XT. S. Senator, (Amendments), XVII 

Of President II 1 

Of Representatives, I 2 

Of Senators, T 3 

Of Ti, -e-president, (Amendments) XII 

orORFM, of each house. What constitutes, I 5 

Of the house when choosing a president, (Amendments), XII 

RArFi, Risrht of citizens to vote not to he denied on account of, 

(.Amendments), XY 1 

RATIFICATION, of Constitution, when to take effect, YII 

R.\TIO OF REPRESENTATION, how*- apportioned, (Amend- 

ments> XIY 2 

REBEFJJON. Debt incurred in aid of not to be assumed or paid, 

(Amendments), XIY 4 

Dlsabilitv of persons who engaged in, (Amendments), XIY 3 

RECEIPTS, accounts of to be published, I g 

RECORDS, Congress to provide how to be proved, ly 1 

REGIJF.ATIONS, Respecting territory and property. Congress 

given power to make, jy 3 

RELIGION, Congress not to pass law respecting establishment 

of or prohibiting free exercise of, (Amendments), I 

RKT.IGIOFS TEST. Not required as qualification for oflice, yi 

REPRTEyES, President may grant, jj *> 

REPRESENTATION, of a state, vacancies in, how supplied,.. I 2 

Rfitio of, how apportioned, (Amendments), XIY 2 

REPRESENTATIYES, Apportionment of, I 2 

^ XIY 2 (Arndts.) 

1 ompensation of to be ascertained by law, I q 

Diainalification of certain persons from holding office of, 

(Amendments), ; XIY 3 

Election of. by whom, j 2 

House of, adjournment t 

TT t 5 

How composed, j 2 

Impeachments to he by, j 2 

Journal to he kept and published, I 5 

Less than quorum may adjourn and compel at- 
tendance, j - 
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INDEX. 

iEPRESICNTATIVKS-Cmitiiiupd. 

Moetiii.i? of, j ^ 

Punish or expelling: members, I 5 

Quorum, how constituted, I 5 

Kuh's of, j g 

SpenKu'r nnd oOicers to he chosen by, X 2 

he judgie of (‘h'clinn and quaUfieation of mem- 

I 5 

'Po be one l)ranch of Ton, egress, I 1 

Vacniici<‘s, how su])pli('d, I 2 

and nays, one-fifth of members may call for, I 5 

Presidcnti<al (dectors, not to serve as, II 1 

Privilegres of, I g 

Prohibited from holding other office, I g 

Qualifi<‘ations of, I 2 

Qualification of electors, voting for, I 2 

Quorum of, when choosing president, (Amendments), XII 

Speech or debate, not to he questioned for, I 6 

REPRIEVES, Ih*(‘sid(mt may grant, except in cases of impeach- 
ment, II 2 

IlEPRlSAlj AND ]MAU(,JUE, Congress given power to grant let- 
ters of, I 8 

Stales not to grant letters of, I 10 

ItESOI.TJTIONS , to he sigrunl by president, procedure, I 7 

RETURNS, Each house to he judge of, ns to its members, .... I 5 

REVENUE RTU^S, to originate in house of representatives, ... I 7 

Senate may propose amendments to, I 7 

RIGHT, of p(‘oph‘ to asH(‘mble, not to be abridged, (Amend- 
ment s), I 

Of p(‘oplft to pfdition government, not to be abridged, (Amend- 
ments) I 

Of people to vot(' not to be abridged on account of race, color 

or servitude* , (AmenduH'Uts) , XV 1 

KKUITS, Certain rewu-ved to Htat(‘s. (Amendments), X 

T*eople, (Amendments), X 

IX 

Of people to bear arms not to be Infringed, (Amendments), .. II 

Of neetiHcd iiersonH In criminal prosecutions, (Amendments), VI 

RULES, (’oncernlng <‘ni>tures cm land and water, Congress given 

power to make I ^ 

Each house* to d«*termine its own, I **5 

E(»r governnu*nt of land and naval forees, Congress to make, I 8 

ll(*MiH*ctinK t(*rrltory and property Congress given power to 
make IV 3 

BCIENC^E, Progress of, Ctmgress given power to promote, 1 8 

SEARCHES, Unreasonable, people to be secnire against, (Amend- 
ments), * IV 

SEAT OE (RtVERNAlENT, Congress given power of exclusive 

legislation over, I ^ 
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Art. 


Unreasonable, people to be secure against, TAmencl- 

nients^t 

SENATE, Afljoiirnment of, 

ffrtw composed, 

Irapeaeliments. to be tried by, 

jonronl to be kept and published 

I ess tliiin quorum may adjourn and compel attendance of ab- 
sentees, * 

Meeting of, 

<>r!it:ers, how chosen, 

President pro tempore and officers to be chosen by 

Ponisbing or expelling members, 

Quorum of the, 

Buies of, 

Tu be j’lclge of election and qualifications of its members, 

be one branch of Congress, 

To give advice and consent to treaties made by President, .. 

Vi''e-President to be President of 

Yens and nays may be called for by one-fifth of 

Classification of, 

Compensation of, 

Disqualifications of, (Amendments), 

Election of, method, 

How chosen, (Amendments), 

Presidential electors, not to serve as 

Privileges oi, 

Prohibited from holding other office, 

Qualifications of 

Speech or debate in Senate, not to be questioned for, 

Terms of, (Amendments), 

Vacancies, how filled, 

Vote, to have but one, 


ly 

I 

I 

XVII 

I 

I 

T 

I 

^ I 
T 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

II 
I 
I 
I 


XVIl 

II 

I 

I 

I 

I 

XVII 

I 

XVII 

I 

XVII 


SERVITUDE, Previous condition of, right of citizens to vote 

not to he denied on account of, (Amendments), XV 

SHIPS, of war, States not to keep in times of peace without 

consent of Congress, I 

SILVER COIN, to be legal tender, I 

SLAVES, claims for loss or emancipation of, not to he paid, 

(Amendments), XIV 

Escape of, from one State to another, IV 

ImpoiTation of, prohibited after 1808, I 

SLAVERY, Prohibited except as punishment for crime, (Amend- 
ments) , XIII 

SULDIERS, Quartering of, in times of peace and war, (Amend- 
ments), ; Ill 

SPEAKER, of House of Representatives, how chosen, I 

SPEECH, Freedom of, not to be abridged, (Amendments), I 
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Art . 

ATE IVI'lElSr.ATUIlES. 8 «:m‘ Ll^lGI'vS LATERE. 

ATEI\IENT, of r{‘c<‘ij»i.s nnd (‘X|H4i(liiurcs of TrcjiHury to be 

pulilishtMl , I 

’ATES, ('oriain riulits r<‘s<‘rv<‘(l to the, (Arn(‘ii(hiientK), X 

Invasion aiul dnmestie to h(‘ pn^teoted from, IV 

Ju<L^;(*s of,- Se(‘ JUIXJES. 

New, how admitted into Union, IV 

Not to aH.smm* any eiaim r<»r loss or (‘mancipation of shues, 

(Auiendmeuts) , XIT 

Not to assnnn* or pay fh*ht or (diliy^aiion inciirn'd in aid ()f in- 

HurrtMd i(*n or r(‘lH!ilion, (Anumdnn'nts) , XIY 

Not to deprive p(‘rstn\s of life, lilserly or piNpandy without due 

proce.sw of law, (Aiuendin<‘ntsL XIV 

Not to make laws ahridKinj 4 ' privih'jj;'e.s and inimunitios of citi- 
zens, (AnnmdimMilsI , XIV 

Powers of h‘^"isIation deiH<‘d to, 

Aijreeimmt witli States <ir for(‘ijj:n powto's, I 

Bills of nttaind<‘r, prissin^j: of, I 

Bills of ciaslit, (‘mittinjt of I 

(kdnini^f money, I 

Uontraets, impairing <»hli^‘'ation of, I 

Duties (tn imiHuds and (‘xports, layinji: of I 

Duti<‘S on tonnaite, layiriK nf, I 

Ex post facto laws, pnsshii' <*r 1 

ladters of manpn* and reprisal, i^rantin^ of, I 

Mnkina’ auythiips hut ^told and silviM’ h%al tend(‘r 1 

Ri?j:ht of eitizerjH to vote, not t(( 1 h* al)rid|iic(‘d on a(‘eoimt 

of eoh»r or servituth*, (AmendnumtsL XV 

''rith’w of inddlity, not ((» be t^'niited, I 

Treaty, allianec* or e<mfed(*ratiori, (‘utcn’inic Into, 1 

'broops or ships of war, not t<( he k(‘pt , I 

War, (‘iiKaj^lnij: into, I 

Piddh* aets, {'(‘cords atid judieinl pr(M'<HHlingH of, full faith 

and er<Mlit to lx* ipven to IV 

l{<‘ptildiean f(»rjn of K<tver!{ni«‘nt |piarant(*ed to, IV 

SUrrS, at common law. proc*‘cdinjta in, ( Ametnimentst , Vll 

SUPREME (‘ouirr, See UDURTS and dUDUES. 

SUPREME l AW, of land, PoUHtlttjt i(ni, laws and tta'iitics to 

tie IV 

lh'\XEH, Pupltathni or dh'cct, tiow to in* laid, I 

(!i»nKr<*as ^uviSi |H#wer to lay, I 

tdreet to he apportionc<L I 

Dn (‘xptsrts Irom Stnh'M, md to lie laid, I 

Dn Ineonn'H, t'ongtsew mn.\ liiy and ctilhad, (AnnnnhiMmtHL . . XVI 

< i{i slaves, t'emcri'SH |,dven fiuwer to impoH«s I 

TENDER, Ia*gnl, what to eoasthute, I 

TERRUrciRY, UonKrcHH may mala* rules niid rei^nlations concern- 
ing, IV 

TITIVES, from foreign power.s not to tie acc(‘pted by oflieers with- 
out constmt of (kmgress, I 


Sec. 


9 


4 


3 

4 
4 
1 
1 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

1 

10 

10 

10 

10 

1 

4 


9 

8 

2 

9 

9 

10 

3 

9 


299 




index. 


,,f iirWlitJ-, Congress not to grant any, 

„f nobility. Smtes not to grant any^^-- 

ToNXAO!^. of, not to be laid by States, 

r U i ; A s 1 1 N' . d . fm L' 

Gn 'iiids for impeacbment of eivU officers, 

misbaicat for. Congress to prescribe. 

silr.r.f.rs and Representatives guilty of, not privileged from 


, i 

TcstioDjnv required to convict of, 

TPr V'iURY Money to be drawn from, by appropriation only, 
‘ Sta’tement .and account of receipts and expenditures to be 

treaties, and aiuance or confederation. States not to enter 

into, 

Bv whom made, 

I,iws and Constitution to be supreme law of land, 

TRIALS, of crimes, where to be held, 

Persons impeached, liable to, 

TRIAL BY JURY, in case of Crimes, 

Preserved, in suits at common law, (Amendments), 

TRIBUNALS, Inferior to Supreme Court, Congress given power 

to constitute, 

TROOPS, States not to keep in time of peace without consent of 


Congress, 


Art. 

I 

I 
I 

III 

II 
III 

I 

III 

T 

I 

I 

II 
VI 

III 
I 

III 

VII 

I 

I 


Sec. 

9 

10 

10 
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4 
3 

6 

3 

9 

9 

10 
2 

2 


8 

10 


UNION, perfect, object of Constitution, 
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